
Multi-published, multi-genre author 
Nancy Gideon is our speaker for October 
on Write What You Love, Love What You 
Write.  

It was the best of times, it was the 
worst of times . . . but there’s still a 
deadline, still bills to pay, still that blank 
page waiting . . . and waiting.  Discover 
your passion for the romance of writing, 
how to keep it fresh and sustain it through 
trials and tribulations, how to decide when 
to fight to keep it alive or to just let go. 

Write what you love, 

love what you write 
at October’s Meeting 
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  M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T  

The purpose of the Mid-Michigan 
Chapter of Romance Writers of 
America® is to promote excellence 
in romantic fiction, to help writers 
publish and establish careers, and to 
provide continuing support for writers 
within the romance publishing 
industry. 

We’ll meet at 11:30 a.m. on Saturday, October 18 at Brewster’s 
Junction in Kalamazoo. [Please note: the meeting location has 
changed from Jackson to Kalamazoo.] RSVP to Program Chair 
Lynette Curtis, lynettemichelle@yahoo.com, so we may have an 
accurate head count. Directions to Brewster’s are on page 2. MMMMMMMMMMMM 

Nancy Gideon 

First published in 1987, Nancy Gideon reached the 50 
book mark with her recent sale of the first three completed 
books in her paranormal shape shifter series to Pocket 
Books after saying No to a sure thing and risking it all for 
true love’s sake. A Romantic Times Career Achievement in 
Historical Adventure and HOLT Medallion winner, 
Nancy's writing career is as versatile as the romance 
market. Her books range from historicals and regencies to 
contemporaries, horror and the paranormal. She's a 
former MMRWA vice president and newsletter editor and 
works full time as a legal assistant. 
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October Meeting Directions 

Brewster’s Junction 
5135 South Portage Road 
Kalamazoo, MI 49001 
(269) 344-0600 
 
From the North: Merge onto US-131 South to I-
94 Merge onto I-94 E via EXIT 34A toward 
DETROIT for 4.1 miles. Take the PORTAGE RD 
exit- EXIT 78- toward KILGORE RD. 0.3 miles. 
Turn RIGHT onto PORTAGE RD. 0.1 miles. Go 
1/4 mile South moving immediately into the left 
turn lane and turn left at that next light. Brewster’s 
is at that intersection and will be immediately on 
your right as you turn. Turn right into Brewster’s 
parking lot. End at Brewster's Junction 5135 S. 
Portage St, Kalamazoo, MI 49001 
 
From the West: Merge onto I-94 E going toward 
Detroit. Take the PORTAGE RD exit- EXIT 78- 
toward KILGORE RD. 0.3 miles. Turn RIGHT onto 
PORTAGE RD 0.1 miles. Go 1/4 mile South, 
moving immediately into the left turn lane and turn 
left at that next light. Brewster’s is at that 
intersection and will be immediately on your right 
as you turn. Turn right into Brewster’s parking lot. 
End at Brewster's Junction 5135 S. Portage St, 
Kalamazoo, MI 49001. 
 
From the East: Merge onto I-94 W toward 
JACKSON. When nearing the Kalamazoo area, 
Merge onto E KILGORE RD via EXIT 78 toward 
PORTAGE RD. 0.3 miles. Get into the left lane as 
you approach the ramp stoplight. This is a 
“Michigan Left” intersection; go through the 
intersection in the left lane and then take the U-
TURN to come back and turn right, going south on 
Portage Road. Go 1/4 mile South, moving 
immediately into the left turn lane and turn left at 
that next light. Brewster’s is at that intersection 
and will be immediately on your right as you turn. 
Turn right into Brewster’s parking lot. End at 
Brewster's Junction 5135 S. Portage St, 
Kalamazoo, MI 49001 
 
From the South: Take US-131 N. Merge onto I-
94 E via EXIT 34A toward DETROIT. 4.0 miles. 
Take the PORTAGE RD exit- EXIT 78- toward 
KILGORE RD. 0.3 miles. Turn RIGHT onto 
PORTAGE RD. 0.1 miles. Go 1/4 mile South, 
moving immediately into the left turn lane and turn 
left at that next light. Brewster’s is at that 
intersection and will be immediately on your right 
as you turn. Turn right into Brewster’s parking lot. 
End at Brewster's Junction 5135 S. Portage St, 
Kalamazoo, MI 49001 
 

2008 MMRWA Meeting and 
Program Schedule 

MMRWA holds monthly meetings on a rotating basis in the areas of 
Grand Rapids, Jackson, Kalamazoo, and Lansing.  The Saturday 
luncheon meetings are held from 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in local 
restaurants and are open to the public.  Meetings begin with lunch 
(optional) and the programs start at approximately 1:30 p.m.  There is 
no charge for the meeting and program; luncheon charges are the 
responsibility of the individual attendees. 

JaJaJaJanuary 19nuary 19nuary 19nuary 19 (Lansing):  Taxes and the Writer. Kathy Rampe of 
H&R Block, speaker. 

February 16February 16February 16February 16 (Kalamazoo): A Soldier’s Story. Heather and 
Curtiss Austin, married Marine reservists who spent time in 
Iraq, speakers. 

March 15March 15March 15March 15 (Grand Rapids): So You’re Published, Now What? 
Loralee Lillibridge, speaker. 

April 18April 18April 18April 18----20202020 (St. Ives Resort, Stanwood, MI) Retreat From Harsh 
Reality; Cindy Dees, 2008 keynote speaker. 

May 17May 17May 17May 17 (Grand Rapids): Special Event — “Working with an 
Agent,” Michelle Grajkowski of 3 Seas Literacy Agency, 
speaker.  Members only, by registration; not open to the 
public. 

June 21June 21June 21June 21 (Kalamazoo): Psychic Investigations. Kathy Condor, 
speaker. 

JulyJulyJulyJuly: No meeting. 
August 16August 16August 16August 16 (Lansing): Buying Romance. Borders Romance 

Buyer Sue Grimshaw, speaker. 
September 20September 20September 20September 20 (Grand Rapids): Subplotting to Success. Lisa 

Childs, speaker. 
October 18October 18October 18October 18 (Kalamazoo): Write What You Love, Love What 

You Write. Nancy Gideon, speaker. Note: meeting location 
change. 

November 15November 15November 15November 15 (Kalamazoo): Civil War Dress Presentation. 
DecemberDecemberDecemberDecember (Lansing): End-of-Year Business Meeting and 

Holiday Party. 

Calendar & Reminders 

O C T O B E R   

18: Deadline to declare candidacy for the 
2009 Board of Directors Election. 

NO V E M B E R   

01: Postmark/E-entry deadline for the 
2009 MMRWA Happily Ever After Contest. 
15:   Election of 2009 MMRWA Board of 
Directors. 
30:  Deadline to submit final manuscript 
page in the 2008 I Will Write a Book 
Challenge.  
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2008 OFFICERS 
 

President 
Annette Briggs 
info@midmichiganrwa.org 

Vice-president 
Lynette Curtis 
meetings@midmichiganrwa.org 

Co-Secretaries 
Jennifer Kamptner & Ami Weaver 
info@midmichiganrwa.org 

Treasurer 
Catherine McClain 
treasurer@midmichiganrwa.org 

 
2008 COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

 
Cover to Cover 

Nancy Gideon, Editor 
covertocover@midmichiganrwa.org 

Happily Ever After Contest 
Catherine McClain 
contest@midmichiganrwa.org 

Historian/Membership/Policy 
Dawn Bartley, 
members@midmichiganrwa.org 

I Will Write a Book/Write for the 
Money 

Flavia Crowner 
Library 

Lucy Kubash and Maris Soule 
Meetings/Programs 

Lynette Curtis 
meetings@midmichiganrwa.org 

Member Recognition 
Chair Needed 

Members as Resources 
Florence Denham 

MMRWA Angel Award 
Lana Miersen 

Mystery Gifts 
Roger Nelson 

Newsletter Editor 
Lana Miersen 
mirror@midmichiganrwa.org 

PAN Liaisons 
Nancy Gideon & Loralee Lillibridge 

Perseverance Fund 
Catherine McClain 
treasurer@midmichiganrwa.org 

Publicity 
Chair Needed 

Retreat From Harsh Reality 
Pam Trombley, Chair 
retreat@midmichiganrwa.org 

Retreat Speaker Chair 
Laurie Kuna 

RWA® Pro Liaison 
Tammy Kearly 

Website Liaison 
Lana Miersen 
info@midmichiganrwa.org 

The President’s 
Two Cents Worth 

By Annette Briggs 

Next month, we decide on the makeup of our 2009 board. 
One of our co-secretaries, Ami Weaver, has agreed to run 

for Secretary.  Also running for a second term is Vice-president 
Lynette Curtis.  One of our MMRWA Angels, Lucy Kubash, has 
agreed to run for president. 

The candidate selection committee—Wil Emerson, Sue 
Charnley, and I—were faced with the dilemma that we had no 
one stepping forward to run for the weighty office of treasurer.  
And there were no opposition candidates to run for any of 
these offices.  A fairly familiar situation, I’m afraid. 

We discussed the need for candidates at our September 
meeting, and Roger Nelson agreed to run for treasurer. We 
now have at least one candidate per office. Thank you so 
much Lucy, Lynette, Ami, and Roger. 

If it’s any comfort to us, this situation is quite common 
among chapters these days, especially small chapters.  I 
heard it complained about at National.  I see it worrying 
chapter presidents on ChapLink.  A few days ago, one of the 
chapters had come to the point where they were asking how to 
dissolve the chapter. They couldn’t find candidates for office—
which brings me to all of you fellow members.   

This year we have a candidate for each office.  Next year, it 
may need to be you who will occupy one of these offices.  
Serving as a Board member takes up some of our scarce time, 
but it’s not a lifetime commitment and you have something to 
give which is uniquely yours.  There is help from other 
members who’ve served and know the way.  The loops for the 
officers are very helpful and accessible.  Please consider 
planning ahead to arrange your busy life to make time to hold 
a chapter office.  

All the Best, 

Annette 
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2009 MMRWA Board of Directors 
Election Guide, Part Two, The Candidates  

Lucy Kubash, candidate for president: 
Twenty-five years ago this month (September), I became a published author when 
my first story appeared in Woman’s World  magazine. At the time I knew very little 
about the world of publishing and even less about marketing, I’d taken a few creative 
writing classes at our local college and read The Writer  and Writer’s Digest  cover to 
cover, but I didn’t really know any other published authors. Then I met a group of 
wonderful ladies who told me about RWA. I promptly joined and the next summer I 
attended my first conference in Detroit. While there I met the authors who founded 
Mid-Michigan RWA. I didn’t have to think twice about joining their very new chapter. 
I’ve been a member ever since. Over the years, I’ve served as vice-president, 
treasurer, publicity chair and am currently a co-librarian. It’s been my privilege to 
work with the many incredibly talented authors who make up our chapter, and they 
remain a constant source of inspiration and encouragement to me as a writer. It 
would be an honor to serve as president, and I hope to keep our chapter moving 
forward as we approach our twenty-fifth anniversary and the second decade of this 
new millennium. Together we can continue to grow as writers and to find 
opportunities for us all. 

Lynette Curtis, candidate for a second term as vice-president: 
[Since Lynette is a busy new mom, we’re re-running her bio from last year.—Ed.] 
Lynette Curtis was born in Pittsburgh, PA.  Nineteen years later, she escaped.  After 
six years in the United States Army, she moved to Atlanta, GA to further her 
education.  Several years later, insanity hit when she agreed to accompany her 
husband to Southwest Michigan.  Now, here it is five years later and the insanity 
hasn’t left.  When Lynette isn’t fantasizing of hot weather and the big city, she’s busy 
being a wife, mother, beleaguered employee, and aspiring writer.  Her favorite thing 
about Michigan is MMRWA, and she doesn’t know what she would’ve done if she 
hadn’t found the wonderful welcome, support, and friendship with its members 
(probably hitchhike back to the South).  Lynette is honored to run as Vice President 
so that she can give back to everyone who welcomed her so warmly. 

Ami Weaver, candidate for a second term as secretary: 
Ami Weaver is a stay-at-home mom who writes during naptime (when the kids 
cooperate). She earned both her BA and MA in Audiology from Michigan State 
University and worked for a while in a hospital setting. She's been writing with the 
intent of publication for about four years and has been a RWA® member for almost 
same amount of time. She recently placed second in the short contemporary 
category of the GRW Maggie awards. Ami lives with her husband, four kids and three 
cats in Holt. 

Roger Nelson, candidate for treasurer: 
I've lived in Dansville for the last 28 years. I work for the State of Michigan, where I 
started out as an accountant, but due to layoffs, was displaced and am now an 
analyst, working on various odd jobs, from compiling regulatory manuals to GPS and 
mapping, working with databases and computers, and even doing some data entry. I 
expect to retire in about two years when I'm 62. I've had many hobbies over the years 
from raising parakeets to singing Barbershop music.  Two of my biggest hobbies are 
bicycling and writing. I've incorporated my many interests into my writing.  I'm not 
published yet; in fact, I haven't even tried submitting yet.  I was at a total loss as to 
how to go about it and to what company.  I'd like to be in a small group of 
writers/readers where we could get together once a week, or at least once a month, 
and comment on each others writing, as C. S. Lewis and J. R. R. Tolkien did.  I joined 
MMRWA with these goals in mind. If you'd like to know more about me, please visit 
my web page at: www.bikwritr.net/   MMMMMMMMMMMM 
 

[Nominations/declarations for 
office will be accepted until 
Saturday, October 18.  A ballot 
for the 2009 Board of Directors 
election will be included in the 
November/December 2008 issue 
of the Mid-Michigan Mirror .] 

Ami Weaver 

Lucy Kubash 

Lynette Curtis 

Ami Weaver 

Roger Nelson 
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Short on word count? Add a subplot. A writer should have a 
much better reason for adding one than word count. A subplot 
should be part of the first draft of the book, not an after thought 
worked in by adding a few scenes or chapters. 

A subplot is still a plot and should have those same six 
elements: inciting moment -- start with the opening hook then 
thread in the back story or exposition to set up characters, basic 
conflict and setting, so the reader learns what’s going on and 
why he/she should care about these characters one way or the 
other. The third element is rising action - upping the action and 
conflict – whether it be romantic or suspenseful; climax or 
turning point -- a change in plot for better or worse, and there 
may be more than one turning point; falling action -- this is 
where the black moment is – where it looks like the conflict can’t 
be overcome – “everything’s lost.” Resolution is where the 
conflict is resolved for better or worse. 

You may think that your contemporary romance doesn’t need 
any subplots, but subplots can enrich even a short contemporary 
romance. Adding a subplot can serve as the external conflict 
keeping our hero and heroine apart. One example would be a 
career subplot for the characters – perhaps they’re rivals running 
for office, or lawyers on opposite sides of a case. The political 
campaign or the court case can be developed into a subplot that 
enhances the external conflict.  

The external conflict can also help develop the characters. 
In this instance, we’re seeing the professional side of the 
characters. Subplots can also help us develop our characters by 
giving them something else to do other than fall in love. Building 
the characters’ worlds by including her/his friends and family also 
adds to their development. The secondary characters can be 
only part of the main plot/confidante to hero/heroine or they can 
also be the main characters of their own subplot, too, which can 
be a romance, mystery, etc. They do need to have some 
connection, however, to the main characters: friends, family, co-
workers or even enemies. If they don’t have a connection, they 
really don’t have a reason for being in the book. These 
characters and their story need to be fully developed too, so that 
the reader cares about them. They need their own goals, 
motivations and conflicts. You don’t necessarily have to wrap up 
their romance, in case you want them to have their own book in 
a series. And if that is your intention, you most especially have to 
make sure they are characters the reader will be interested in 
reading more about. If you’re not just setting up their own story, 
then you need to treat their subplot, especially if it’s a romance, 
like the main plot – make sure it has the same conflict and 
resolution. Anything can happen to secondary characters – 

September Program Recap: 
Subplotting for Success 

by Lisa Childs, September Speaker 

You may think that your 

contemporary romance 

doesn’t need any subplots, 

but subplots can enrich 

even a short contemporary 

romance. 

Subplots can also help us 

develop our characters by 

giving them something 

else to do other than fall in 

love. 

Lisa Childs 
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unless, of course, you want them to have their own story – then 
you can’t kill them off. Unless you’re writing a paranormal – then 
I guess you could always bring ‘em back if you killed ‘em off. 

Those secondary characters can also help build the setting 
and community. Another way in which setting can be a subplot 
is to include the weather – a hurricane subplot, hero/heroine 
trying to survive or trapped together to wait out the storm. Works 
with tornadoes and blizzards too. Battling the elements, etc – 
trying to survive the aftermath, rescue loved ones or each other, 
rebuilding efforts, etc. Also works well for the deserted island – 
Lost type of situation – or if it’s a fantasy, outer space can play a 
big role in the book. Most paranormals/urban fantasy are about 
building whole other worlds – and like the characters, usually 
these worlds have conflicts – some type of danger that needs to 
be resolved. 

Subplotting can also increase the pace of the story telling. 
Of course if you have a mystery, or adventure, or woman in 
jeopardy subplot, the reader will turn the pages faster – eager to 
find out how the main characters are going to escape the villain 
or how they’re going to survive the natural disaster. But the 
subplot doesn’t have to be dangerous to be interesting. The 
subplot of quirky secondary characters can make readers turn 
pages faster, eager to find out what happens with them. 

Then there’s the subplot that creates the cross-genre book. 
The romantic suspense, the mystery chick lit, the inspirational 
suspense, the paranormal romance and any other hybrid you 
can come up with – the more unusual, the more likely it is to sell. 

But like the other subplots, these cannot be added as an 
afterthought. You can’t introduce a mystery and add suspense in 
a few chapters and either resolve it too early or have it not affect 
the rest of the book. The mystery or suspense plot has to make 
sense and involve the characters – no case of mistaken identity 
or something too easily resolved. The villain needs a motive. 
Just being crazy isn’t good enough. Dig deeper; find out what’s 
made him crazy. If you’re writing a single book, you should 
resolve the suspense/mystery subplot nearly the same time as 
the romance one. If you’re writing a series, sometimes the bad 
guy gets away or the mystery is the main plot of the entire series. 

In closing, subplots can add a lot more than word count to a 
book. MMMMMMMMMMMM 

The Chapter publishes its 
business meeting minutes, 
treasurer’s reports, and other 
legal documents online in the 
files section of the members-
only MMRWABUSINESS list.  
See Policy, page 12. 

Subplotting can also increase 

the pace of the story telling . 

Of course if you have a 

mystery, or adventure, or 

woman in jeopardy subplot, 

the reader will turn the pages 

faster – eager to find out how 

the main characters are going 

to escape the villain or how 

they’re going to survive the 

natural disaster. 

Then there’s the subplot that 

creates the cross-genre  book. 

The romantic suspense, the 

mystery chick lit, the 

inspirational suspense, the 

paranormal romance and any 

other hybrid you can come up 

with – the more unusual, the 

more likely it is to sell.  
Lisa Childs, award-winning author of romantic suspense and 
women's fiction, has been writing since she could first form 
sentences. Her Halloween birthday predestined a life of writing 
intrigue: at eleven, she won her first writing award with a story 
revolving around a kidnapping. Lisa still enjoys writing suspense and 
now mixes it with romance.  Lisa lives in west Michigan with her 
husband, two daughters and an odd menagerie of pets. She judges as 
many contests and volunteers to do as many critiques as she can fit 
into her busy schedule of writing, day job in the insurance industry 
and raising two young daughters. Read more about Lisa and her 
books on her website, www.lisachilds.com. You can either contact her 
through her website or with her snail mail address, PO Box 139, 
Marne, MI 49435. 
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The “Happily Ever After” Last Chapter Contest is under way!  Hi 
everyone.  We’ve taken a look at our first two years, consulted with our 
members, and decided to try running the contest in a different timeframe.  It’s 
one that has been discussed before, and we think it’s time to give it a shot. 

The aim is to announce our winners at the MMRWA Retreat from Harsh 
Reality in April.  So, as many writers are now entering the Golden Heart 
contest with completed manuscripts—and intact last chapters—it makes 
sense to start taking in our own entries at the same time.   

With the generous help of Wil Emerson and Lisa Childs as my co-contest 
coordinators, we’ve lined up some fabulous category coordinators, and a 
wonderful selection of final round judges.  My thanks go out to Wil Emerson, 
Lisa Childs, Lila Chandler, Dawn Bartley, Ami Weaver and Maris Soule for 
volunteering to take on a category each.  These are key positions and the 
contest wouldn’t happen without you – thanks! 

We are excited to announce that we’re lining up both an agent and an 
editor as our final round judges in each category.  Lisa Childs has been in 
contact with many possibilities and the list is not quite complete, but here it is 
to date: 

 
Erotica/Sensual Romance – Hilary Sares, Kensington Publishing and 

Laura Bradford, Bradford Literary Agency 
Romantic Suspense – Miriam Kriss, Irene Goodman Literary Agency and 

? 
Historical Romance – Victoria Horn, Liza Dawson Associates Literary 

Agency and ? 
Inspirational – Emily Rodmell, Steeple Hill Love Inspired and ? 
Single Title/Mainstream with Romantic Elements – Holly Root, Waxman 

Literary Agency and ? 
Contemporary Series/Category Romance – Johanna Raisanen, Harlequin 

and Melissa Jeglinski, Knight Literary Agency 
Paranormal – Chris Keeslar, Dorchester Publishing and Jennifer Schober, 

Spencerhill Associates, Ltd., Literary Agency 
 
Our biggest contest concern at the moment is to gather enough first-

round judges.  We only have about half the number needed, so please 
spread the word to all loops and lists you belong to.  The HEA contest is 
unique in that it is a last chapter contest and therefore a real change from the 
usual first chapter contests.  If you haven’t already, please consider lending a 
hand and volunteering to be a first round judge yourself.  We need both 
published and unpublished writers in order for our contest to be successful.  
Contact Wil Emerson if you can help. 

The new postmark deadline for entries is November 1st.   Spread the word 
and be sure to check out the updated contest info on the website!  Thanks 
everyone! 

 
Catherine McClain, 2009 Contest Chair 
Wil Emerson, Contest Co-Coordinator 
Lisa Childs, Contest Co-Coordinator MMMMMMMMMMMM 
 

HEA Contest is Back on Track! 

by Catherine McClain 

Catherine McClain 
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September Member News 

Jackie Braun: I have a book out in November titled The 
Tycoon's Christmas Proposal . (Book 17, can you believe 
it?!) It's a Harlequin Romance. 

Annette Briggs: Have been writing on my Christmas story and 
trying to help the Nominations Committee find candidates for 
our chapter offices. 

Lynette Curtis: Completed WIP. Felt manuscript didn't suck too 
many lemons so forwarded a query to an editor I'd been 
dying to work with. Went ahead and got my PRO Status 
because this is the first manuscript I completed that I didn't 
want to tear to shreds, and I felt stupid for being PRO before 
when I wasn't actively submitting. 

Lucy Kubash: Nothing really new. I turned in my final edits (I 
hope they're final) to Wild Rose, hope to get a release date 
before too much longer. I am attending the Wisconsin 
Regional Writers Conference in Wausau with Rosanne Sept. 
26-28. 

Loralee Lillibridge: Sent completed WIP and two other projects 
to my agent. 

Dawn McClure: My first book, Azazel , will be released from 
Samhain on November 25th. 

Lana Miersen: On vacation most of September. Playing catch 
up since returning home. 

Alice Weidner: My short story, “Blessing in Disguise”, is out now 
in the Oct. issue of True Love Magazine . I am continuing my 
revisions on my vintage era novel. MMMMMMMMMMMM 

October  

02 Diane Burton 
     Florence Price 
11 Barbara Johnson 
16 Julie Lynn McMullen 
20 Karen Sontag-Holthof 
24 Shar Koenig 
31 Lisa Childs-Theeuwes 

—CHAPTER CHATTER— 

01  Lisa Cardle 
      Susan Charnley 
      Ami Weaver 
07  Alyssa Marble 
14  Irene Atkinson 
19  Johanna Atwood Brown 

November  

Congratulations to Lynette Curtis on 
delivering her “work in progress!” 

Author! Author!  ☺ 
After nine months of creative gestation, Gavyn Patrick Curtis, 

all 7 pounds 9 ounces and 20.5 inches of him, arrived on 
September 24th, 2008 at 3:49 p.m. and was an immediate hit. 

Congratulations and well done, Mom!  
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—THE WRITING LIFE— 

Stupid Comments By Contest Judges 
– And What I Learned From Them 

By Tami Cowden 

Over the years, I entered a few contests. And I've gotten back some 
great feedback. I've also gotten back some feedback that made me 
cringe, gnash my teeth, and want to slap the judge. But I know from my 
own experience that judging is a time consuming business and however 
silly or cruel those comments may seem to me, they represent 
someone's honest opinion. So I learned to look past the literal meaning 
of the comment, to find the heart of the judge's concern. 

The silly thing the judge said... 
In the very first contest I entered, I received the comment back that I 

had wasted the judge's time. Hey, I paid my fee, so I deserved a 
respectful critique, however bad the entry was. And oh, it was bad, trust 
me! My very first effort, thrown together in a matter of days, without a 
clue even as to what a synopsis was, let alone things like POV, or 
continuity (the butler's name kept changing!). As for proofreading.... 

But what I learned... 
My innate writing talent – and yes, I do have that – was not enough to 

make me a successful fiction writer. Just as I had had to learn the craft of 
legal writing, I needed to learn the craft of fiction writing. So I embarked 
on a journey to learn about those mysterious items listed on the score 
sheet: POV, pacing, synopsis, dialogue, setting, and so on. I don't expect 
that journey to ever end, but no judge since has told me I wasted her 
time. In revised form, that book later finaled in that same contest and 
others, and took first place in another. 

The silly thing the judge said... 
A judge once spent several paragraphs telling me that I should make 

sure that the space following a period was consistent. She went on to 
assure me that a failure to do so would likely irritate an editor so much 
the editor would refuse to continue reading. Since I was using a 
proportional font (in which letters do NOT take up the same amount of 
space) this advice was absurd. 

But what I learned... 
No matter how much the "rules" say proportional font is allowed, 

some judges will object to anything other than Courier. Now, I may still 
use TNR in a contest when I have a reason (usually wanting to finish the 
entry at a specific spot), but I do so accepting the risk that a judge may 
score me down for it, regardless of the rules, in one fashion or another. 
And just on the chance that the judge may be right about editor's 
attitudes about spacing, I only submit in Courier.... 

The silly thing the judge said... 
Indicating a sentence along the lines of "She was walking down the 

street,” the judge admonished me for using passive voice. Uh, no, sorry 

Tami Cowden 

In the very first contest I 

entered, I received the 

comment back that I had 

wasted the judge's time. 

Hey, I paid my fee, so I 

deserved a respectful 

critique, however bad the 

entry was. And oh, it was 

bad, trust me! 

The following article appears in the Sept-October 2008 issue of Sandscripts, 
the Newsletter of Cactus Rose RWA and may be reprinted by other chapters 
with proper attribution.   
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Judge, that is not passive voice. "Passive voice" makes the subject of the 
sentence, which/who should be a doer, into someone or something to 
whom things are done: "The entrant was given ignorant comments by a 
silly judge"; "The entry was scored down by a poor grammarian." 

But what I learned... 
While "she was walking down the street" is not an example of 

"passive voice," it is an example of "inactive writing." Maybe even dull, 
lifeless writing. I needed to get that "ing" word out of there! How much 
better to write "she strode down the street" or "she strolled down the 
avenue" or "she meandered," or "she crept" or whatever -anything other 
than "she was walking."  

The silly thing the judge said... 
My very favorite comment ever received from a contest judge – the 

one I tell with relish whenever the subject of "lousy" judges comes up --
was the remark that I didn't seem to know very much about legal matters 
and should consider consulting a paralegal to bone up. Since at the time 
the remark was made, I had been a practicing lawyer for thirteen years, 
and moreover, since all of the outrageous events to which the contest 
judge took exception actually happened in one form or another in my 
own practice, I feel a certain justification in my gleeful retelling. 

But what I learned... 
My "war stories," however true, didn't fit the popular perception of law 

and lawyers. My audience is not just other lawyers; I want as many 
people as possible to enjoy my work. I toned down some of that reality, 
and made it more like the popular view. (But on the other hand, the 
original version of that book finaled in the Golden Heart. So who knows – 
maybe that comment was just plain silly – except it took that judge out of 
the story – never a good thing.) 

The silly thing the judge said... 
My contest entry involved a heroine who pretends to be married to 

her veterinarian. Much of the action takes place on a cruise. The 
comment I received from a judge? – "My vet is a dear, dear man, but I 
wouldn't take a cruise with him." Well, shucks, I doubt if I would take one 
with my vet either. But what the judge and I would do with our real life 
veterinarians has nothing to do with what the heroine would do with the 
fictional hero vet. 

But what I learned... 
Or does it? The subtext of the comment was that this judge didn't buy 

the motivation I gave the heroine to go off on a cruise with a near 
stranger. I beefed it up; that motivation– and that revised book won the 
Golden Heart and ultimately was published by Avalon. 

The silly thing that same judge said... 
"Alaska would be funnier." Same judge who made the vet comment, 

about the same book. That short comment appeared on the margin of 
the synopsis, wherein I noted the intent of the hero and heroine to head 
to a tropical paradise. Now, in the pages at the beginning of the story, 
the hero had indulged in some fantasies of the heroine clad in a bikini, 
with him smoothing sun block over her body. So, right, I thought, Alaska 
would soooo fit into my book. This judge hadn't been paying attention at 
all. And just why does this idiot think Alaska funnier than the tropics, 
anyway? 

But what I learned... 
But, hey, ha, ha, wouldn't it be funny if they really were going to 

Alaska, and the hero - chuckle - had just assumed they were going to the 
tropics? Imagine my straitlaced hero, trying so hard to be a bad boy, 

My very favorite comment ever 

received from a contest judge . . 

. was the remark that I didn't 

seem to know very much about 

legal matters and should 

consider consulting a paralegal 

to bone up. Since at the time the 

remark was made, I had been a 

practicing lawyer for thirteen 

years, moreover, since all of the 

outrageous events to which the 

contest judge took exception 

actually happened in one form or 

another in my own practice, I feel 

a certain justification in my 

gleeful retelling. 
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imagining all sorts of hi-jinks in the sand with little or no clothing, 
and then, snort, getting snow covered peaks and parkas. That 
would be pretty funny. And you know what? Not only did that 
seemingly off the wall comment make my book funnier, it also 
led seat of-the-pants writer me to come up with several crucial 
plot twists I had not previously imagined. As I said, that revised 
book won the Golden Heart. 

The moral of my stories? Taken literally, a judge's comments 
may seem just too stupid to take even remotely seriously. But 
once the sting wears off, take another look. SOMETHING didn't 
work for that judge, and she has tried to explain it to you. Maybe 
she didn't do a terrific (or tactful) job articulating the problem, but 
with some effort – and honesty – on your part, you probably will 
learn something useful even from the "silliest" comment. I know I 
have. MMMMMMMMMMMM 

Tami Cowden is one of those people who always wanted to be a writer 
but did a lot of other things instead. After practicing law for ten years, 
she finally started writing fiction. That was in 1997, and she’s come a 
long way since then, having published dozens of short stories and over 
one hundred articles. Her first novel, Cruising for Love, was released 
in October 2005 by Avalon. Award-winning author Tami Cowden 
teaches online writing workshops from her website 
www.tamicowden.com. 

Taken literally, a judge's 

comments may seem just 

too stupid to take even 

remotely seriously. But once 

the sting wears off, take 

another look. SOMETHING 

didn't work for that judge, 

and she tried to explain it to 

you. 

The purpose of the PRO Community of Practice is to 
establish within the RWA framework a network of 
communication and support to effectively promote and protect 
the interests of romance writers in the areas between manuscript 
submission and publication, and enhance the channels of 
communication between those romance writers and publishing 
industry professionals. PRO focuses on the business side of 
writing rather than craft and offers many benefits to its members. 
To be eligible to join PRO, RWA members must either provide 
proof that they have completed a romance manuscript and that 
they have submitted the manuscript to a publisher or literary 
agent. 

Recently, the RWA board of directors approved changes to 
the PRO program. Beginning immediately, chapter officers will 
no longer be able to approve PRO applications for members. All 
PRO applicants must submit their application to the RWA 
corporate office for review and approval by staff. This change will 
help to ensure consistency within the approval process and 
maintain the integrity of the program. 

A new PRO application has been created and can be found 
on the RWA website. Should you have any questions, please 
don't hesitate to contact PRO liaison Sherry Davis at 
csadavis@swbell.net or Leslie Scantlebury at 832-717-5200 
x130 or lscantlebury@rwanational.org. MMMMMMMMMMMM 

Notice: New RWA PRO Application 
Process Implemented 
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The subject of Annette’s president’s message should 
concern us all. Even though we have a fun, friendly, supportive 
chapter that is the envy of other RWA® chapter members, we 
still have as much difficulty filling a slate of candidates for 
office as they do. What concerns me as well is that it is not just 
the Board positions that are difficult for us to fill. We also have 
a tough time finding volunteers to chair all of our committees. 

I love this chapter and, as do many other members, I owe a 
great deal to MMRWA--improved writing thanks to generous 
mentoring, career advice through member networking, and 
personal and professional support from chapter mates.  A 
number of members have given back by volunteering to do the 
various and vital jobs that keep the chapter running smoothly. 
These members have busy lives, as do we all, but they 
manage to find time to devote to the chapter’s welfare. 

For quite some time, we as a chapter have relied on the 
same core group of volunteers to carry the load of leadership 
instead of distributing that load over other shoulders as well. 
Some have chaired the same committee for years, and some 
have chaired more than one committee at a time--because no 
one else was willing to do it. What will happen if that core 
group of volunteers grows weary of the load, burns out and 
steps down? Who will take their place? Is the chapter 
important enough to the rest of the membership that others will 
step forward to fill the vacancies? At this point, the outlook is 
not promising. 

Take the Publicity Committee, for example. All the Publicity 
Chair has to do is write a news release for each monthly 
meeting and send it to the news media in the city in which we 
meet. Only ten news releases to write in a year’s time, that’s 
all (we don’t meet in July and don’t have a program in 
December). Yet we haven’t had a Publicity Chair for nearly two 
years, if that tells you anything. Since we haven’t found a 
volunteer in all that time, we’re thinking of adding publicity to 
the chapter secretary’s duties—so the job will get done and so 
we have one fewer volunteer to recruit. Isn’t that a sad 
commentary on our overall membership’s commitment to the 
success of the chapter? 

The possibility of dissolving this chapter one day for lack of 
volunteer leaders is unthinkable. We all appreciate the many 
benefits of belonging to MMRWA. We also need to appreciate 
that more of us have to be willing to sacrifice some personal 
time to do the chapter’s work so we may continue to enjoy 
those benefits. To paraphrase JFK’s famous call to action, 
“Ask not what your chapter can do for you. Ask what you can 
do for your chapter.” 

And then pitch in and do it. 

Lana Miersen, Editor 

Sharing the Load 
of Leadership 

Submission Guidelines 
Topics: writing-related—business/marketing, 

craft, how-to, interviews with industry 
professionals, book reviews, member news, 
member bios, members’ latest releases, 
and program recaps, etc. 

Manuscripts: single-spaced, readable 12 pt. 
black font, no special formatting or colors, 
one-inch margins, saved in rich text format. 

Deadline: the 2nd Saturday of the month, 
unless otherwise stated. Member News 
deadline is the 3rd Saturday (meeting day).  

The Mid-Michigan Mirror’s policy is to offer 
our original MMRWA articles to other RWA® 
chapters and loops to use with all credits given 
unless the author specifies restrictions in the 
article. The Mirror staff reserves the right to 
edit submissions for such things as spelling or 
typographical errors, punctuation, grammar, 
size requirements, etc., and content with 
author’s approval. 

RWA® sister chapters may reprint any 
information in this newsletter providing credit is 
given to MMRWA, The Mid-Michigan Mirror, 
and the article’s author. Non-RWA® groups 
must secure permission from the author.  

The opinions expressed in this newsletter 
are not necessarily those of RWA®, or of the 
MMRWA and its individual members. Market 
information contained herein does not 
constitute an endorsement by RWA® or 
MMRWA. Readers are urged to determine for 
themselves the reliability and integrity of those 
with whom they deal.  Writers are encouraged 
to check market report accuracy through the 
RWA® Hotline, (281) 440-6885, press 8. 

Mid-Michigan RWA is a not-for-profit 
professional writers’ organization incorporated 
in the State of Michigan. The business meeting 
minutes, treasurer’s reports, and other legal 
documents of the corporation are published 
online in the files section of the restricted, 
members-only MMRWABUSINESS list. 

The Mid-Michigan Mirror is a publication of 
Mid-Michigan Chapter #12 of Romance Writers 
of America®. Copyright ©2008 by the Mid-
Michigan Romance Writers of America.  All 
rights reserved, unless otherwise stated. 

Non-members seeking information about 
Mid-Michigan RWA, our meetings, and joining 
our chapter, may email our membership chair 
at members@midmichiganrwa.org, write to 
MMRWA, P.O. Box 2725, Kalamazoo, MI 
49003-2725, or visit our chapter online at 
www.midmichiganrwa.org to learn all about us. 

—THE LAST WORD— 

Policy 

Chapter Information 
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Members’ Current and Upcoming 
Releases—Autumn 2008 

Jackie Braun:  The Tycoon's Christmas Proposal , Harlequin 
Romance, November 2008. 

Michelle Celmer: An Affair With the Princess , Silhouette 
Desire, October 2008. 

Lisa Childs: Finally A Bride  (4th book in her “Wedding Party” 
series), Harlequin American Romance, October 2008. 

Gail Gaymer Martin: The Christmas Kite , Steeple Hill 
Women’s Fiction, October 2008. 

Dawn McClure: Azazel , Samhain Publishing, November 2008. 
Cindy Spencer-Pape: Three for All , (a Quickie), Ellora’s Cave 
(e-book), October 2008. 


