
 

Our October program is going to be fun and casual—an 
open forum discussion of contests. We can all share our 
experiences on the contest circuit and offer up advice and 
encouragement to those who have yet to enter. We're also 
going to have time for a GH prep. So bring your opening 
chapter or your short synopsis for invaluable critiques from 
fellow members. I hope everyone can make the meeting—
those who can offer encouragement and those who need it! 

 Be there at 11:30 a.m. on Saturday, October 20, at Bella 
Notte Ristorante in Jackson. 

Please RSVP to MMRWA Vice-president Lisa Childs-
Theeuwes -- LisaChilds@wildblue .net 

Directions to the meeting are on page 2. MMMMMMMMMMMM 
 

Getting ready for the Golden 

Heart and other contests at the 
October Meeting in Jackson  

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E  

1 Mission Statement 
 Table of Contents 
 October Meeting/Program Info  
2 October Meeting Directions  
 Calendar/Reminders 
 2007 Meeting Schedule 
3 2008 MMRWA Election Guide 
5 The President’s 2 Cents Worth 
 Officers & Committee Chairs 
6 September’s Program Recap: 

The Male Perspective, Part One 
8 Welcome to our New Members 

October/November Birthdays 
9 September Member News 
10 Members’ Current and 

Upcoming Releases 
11 “The ABCs of World Building” 

by Kathleen Nance  
13 Interview with the Vampire 

Lovers 
15 Editor’s Notes, Submission 

Guidelines, Policy 
 Chapter Contact Information 
16 Interview…continued 
 Mailer 

OctoberOctoberOctoberOctober     2007200720072007     

Volume Volume Volume Volume VVVV    Issue Issue Issue Issue 8888     

By Lisa Childs Theeuwes 

Vice-president and Program Chair 

A  Pub l icat ion of  Mid -Mich igan RWA  ▪   Pos t  Of f ice Box  2725  ▪   Ka lamazoo,  Mich igan 49003 -2725 
www.midmichiganrwa.org                                    mi r ror@midmichiganrwa.org  

The Mid-Michigan Mirror 
. . . A Reflection of Romance. . . A Reflection of Romance. . . A Reflection of Romance. . . A Reflection of Romance    

Winner of the 1999 RWA® MidWinner of the 1999 RWA® MidWinner of the 1999 RWA® MidWinner of the 1999 RWA® Mid----size Chapter Newsletter Contestsize Chapter Newsletter Contestsize Chapter Newsletter Contestsize Chapter Newsletter Contest    
 

—THE BOARD ROOM— 
  M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T  

The purpose of the Mid-Michigan 
Chapter of Romance Writers of 
America® is to promote excellence 
in romantic fiction, to help writers 
publish and establish careers, and to 
provide continuing support for writers 
within the romance publishing 
industry. 
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October Meeting Directions 

From Kalamazoo and the Southwest: Take I-94 East. Then 
take US-127 N/M-50 exit #138 toward 
Lansing/Jackson. Turn right onto MI-50 E/US-127 S. 
Turn left onto W. Michigan Ave./MI-50/US- 127 S. Turn 
slight left onto W. Michigan Ave. 

 
From Grand Rapids and the Northwest: Take I-96 East. 

Merge onto MI-50 E/US-127 S. Turn left onto W. 
Michigan Ave./MI-50/US- 127 S. Turn slight left onto W. 
Michigan Ave. 

 
From Lansing and Points North: Take 127 S. toward 

Marshall/Jackson. Turn left onto W. Michigan Ave./MI-
50/US- 127 S. Turn slight left onto W. Michigan Ave. 

 
From Detroit and Points East: Take I-94 West. Exit on M-

106/Cooper St. Exit #139 toward downtown Jackson. 
Turn left on Cooper St. Turn right onto E. Ganson St. 
Turn left onto N. Mechanic S. Turn right onto W. 
Michigan Ave. 

2007 MMRWA 

Meeting Schedule 
 

MMRWA holds monthly meetings on a rotating basis in 
the areas of Grand Rapids, Jackson, Kalamazoo, and 
Lansing.  The Saturday luncheon meetings are held from 
11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in local restaurants and are open 
to the public.  Meetings begin with lunch (optional) and 
the programs start at approximately 1:30 p.m.  There is 
no charge for the meeting and program; luncheon 
charges are the responsibility of the individual attendees. 
 

January:   No meeting. 
February 17:   Elks Lodge in Grand Rapids; Grand 

Rapids Police Lt. Mark Ostapowicz will speak 
about his experiences in the Grand Rapids 
Police Department. 

March 17:   Brewster’s Kalamazoo; Nancy Gideon 
compares “The Tortoise and the Hare approach 
to your writing.”   

April 20-22:  St. Ives Resort, Stanwood, Retreat 
From Harsh Reality 2007; Julie Kistler, guest 
author. 

May 19:  Jackson, tentatively scheduled at Daryl's 
Downtown.  Gail Gaymer Martin speaks on 
“How to Write an Inspirational Romance and 
Get a How-to Book Published with Writer's 
Digest.” 

June 16:  La Senorita, Lansing; Jodi Lozon-
Copeland discusses the erotica market. 

July:  No meeting. 
August 18:  Grand Rapids; Famous Dave's new 

location on Northland Drive; Kent County 
Assistant Prosecutor Kimberly Bolthouse, 
speaker. 

September 15:  Brewster’s, Kalamazoo; Dirk H. 
Bartley will share his life experiences and give 
us insight into the male perspective in creating 
our characters. 

October 20:  Jackson: Contest/Golden Heart Prep, 
open critiquing. 

November 17:   La Senorita, Lansing; Maris Soule 
on writing mystery and romance. 

December:  Grand Rapids -- either Famous Dave's 
or Elks -- Christmas Party. 

 

CALENDAR / REMINDERS  
OC TO B E R  

20: Deadline for Board nominations & 
declaration of candidacy. 

 

NOV EM B E R  

15: Deadline for Golden Heart Contest entry 
forms and fees 

17: Reminder—take toiletries to the meeting 
for the Y’s shelter  

30: Deadline for submitting last page for “I 
Will Write a Book” Challenge 

30: Deadline for Rita Contest entry forms 
and fees 

Directions to: 
Bella Notte Ristorante 

137 W. Michigan Ave. 
Jackson, MI  49201 

Ph (517) 782-5727 
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MMRWA By-laws: 

Article V – Officers and Duties 

Section 1. 
 
The officers of the corporation shall be the President, Vice-President, 

Secretary, and Treasurer, who shall constitute the Board of Directors. These 
officers shall be elected as provided in Article VI hereof. 

 
Section 2. Duties. 
 
(a) President. The President shall serve as spokesperson with reference 

to established policy and in all other matters at the direction of the Board, call 
meetings, preside over all meetings of the Board of Directors and chapter 
meetings, appoint such committees as may from time to time be necessary 
(provided, however, such committee appointments are subsequently ratified 
by the Board), serve as ex-officio member of all committees except the 
nominating committee, execute chapter business as specified by the Board 
of directors and established policy of National RWA®, and coordinate all 
activities. In the event of a tie vote on the Board of Directors, the President 
shall cast the deciding vote. 

 
(b) Vice-President. The Vice-President shall act in the capacity of the 

President in the absence or incapacity of the President, and shall also serve 
as program chair. 

 
(c) Secretary. The Secretary shall be responsible for the recording and 

preserving of minutes of all official Chapter and Board meetings in an 
accurate and clear way, present minutes of the previous meetings for the 
corrections and approval by the members before being recorded as the legal 
records of the corporation, and handle official correspondence, as 
designated by the Board of Directors and established policy. Secretary will 
also serve as Policy Chair. 

 
(d) Treasurer. The Treasurer shall serve as the official custodian of the 

Chapter funds, be responsible for the safe-keeping and maintenance of 
accurate financial records, file tax reports, present an accurate financial 
statement at each meeting, and supervise the collection and disbursement of 
funds. In addition, the Treasurer shall keep on hand postage stamps for 
reimbursement of those stamps used by members for official business 
mailings. Upon receiving a completed new member application, the 
Treasurer shall send the original to the President for the Chapter files, and a 
copy to the Welcome/Membership chair for addition to the roster. The 
Treasurer shall also present the annual audited report to the members and to 
National RWA®, and shall draft a proposed annual budget. 

[Nominations for office will be accepted until Saturday, October 20, and may be 
made at the meeting.  A ballot for the 2008 Board of Directors election will be 
included in the November 2007 issue of the Mid-Michigan Mirror. –Ed.] 

2008 MMRWA Election Guide 
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Meet the Candidates for the 2008 

MMRWA Board of Directors! 

Candidate for President: Annette Briggs (Incumbent) 
Annette Briggs  thanks our chapter members for their trust in her as our president 

in 2007. The past year has been a learning experience that she will always value. She 
hopes that during the coming year we can all energize to get more from being 
members, too. As writers, whether we’re currently published or unpublished, Annette 
believes that we have our cherished dream of creating many books that people will 
love. Her hope for our chapter in 2008 is that each of us can find new ways to make 
that dream come true for ourselves and for our fellow members. 
 
Candidate for Vice-President: Lynette Curtis 

Lynette Curtis  was born in Pittsburgh, PA. Nineteen years later, she escaped. After 
six years in the United States Army, she moved to Atlanta, GA to further her education. 
Several years later, insanity hit when she agreed to accompany her husband to 
Southwest Michigan. Now, here it is four years later and the insanity hasn’t left. When 
Lynette isn’t fantasizing of hot weather and the big city, she’s busy being a wife, 
mother, beleaguered employee, and aspiring writer. Her favorite thing about Michigan 
is MMRWA, and she doesn’t know what she would’ve done if she hadn’t found the 
wonderful welcome, support, and friendship with its members (probably hitchhike back 
to the South). Lynette is honored to run as Vice President so that she can give back to 
everyone who welcomed her so warmly. 
 
Co-Secretary Candidates: Jennifer Kamptner and Ami Weaver 

Jennifer Kamptner  lives in Big Rapids (60 miles north of Grand Rapids). Jennifer is 
not yet published, and has been with the MMRWA for two years. She was a 2006 
Golden Heart finalist, and is an RWA® PRO. Currently, she has a manuscript with 
Patience Smith of Harlequin and has an agent looking at another. She has two children 
and works as a Respiratory Therapist in Big Rapids. Jennifer would like to be secretary 
because she wants to get more involved with her chapter. She’s never done it before 
but is willing to give it a try. 

Ami Weaver  is a stay-at-home mom who writes during naptime (when the kids 
cooperate). She earned both her BA and MA in Audiology from Michigan State 
University and worked for a while in a hospital setting. Ami has been writing with the 
intent of publication for about four years and has been a RWA® member for almost the 
same amount of time. She recently placed second in the short contemporary category 
of the Georgia Romance Writers’ Maggie awards. Ami lives with her husband, four kids 
and three cats in Holt. 
 
Candidate for Treasurer: Catherine McClain (Incumbent) 

Catherine (Cay) McClain  rediscovered her passion for writing in 2004 and joined 
both RWA® and MMRWA soon after. She was chapter secretary in 2006, currently 
serves as 2007 chapter treasurer, and works a full time job as an administrative 
assistant. She writes mostly contemporary romance, with a bent toward older heroes 
and heroines, but also dabbles in stories of the Old West and contemporary suspense. 
The Engineer's Encore , her second completed manuscript, has placed in four 
contests—the most recent being the 2007 Emily Contest, which resulted in an editor 
request for a full manuscript. She is currently revising in anticipation of the RWA® 
Golden Heart contest coming up this fall. MMMMMMMMMMMM 
 

Annette Briggs 

Ami Weaver 

Catherine McClain 
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2007 OFFICERS 
 

President 
Annette Briggs 
info@midmichiganrwa.org 

Vice-president 
Lisa Childs-Theeuwes 
meetings@midmichiganrwa.org 

Co-Secretaries 
Linda Cossel and Julie Lea 
info@midmichiganrwa.org 

Treasurer 
Catherine McClain 
treasurer@midmichiganrwa.org 

 
2007 COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

 
Cover to Cover Editor 

Editor Needed 
covertocover@midmichiganrwa.org 

Happily Ever After Contest 
Jodi Lynn Copeland 
contest@midmichiganrwa.org 

Historian/Membership/Policy 
Dawn Bartley, 
members@midmichiganrwa.org 

I Will Write a Book/Write for the 
Money 

Flavia Crowner 
Library 

Lucy Kubash and Maris Soule 
Meetings/Programs 

Lisa Childs-Theeuwes 
meetings@midmichiganrwa.org 

Member Recognition 
Julie Lea 

MMRWA Angel Award 
Lucy Kubash 

Mystery Gifts 
Roger Nelson 

Newsletter Editor 
Lana Miersen 
mirror@midmichiganrwa.org 

PAN Liaisons 
Susan Charnley and Lana Miersen 

Perseverance Fund 
Catherine McClain 
treasurer@midmichiganrwa.org 

Publicity 
Wendy Lebel 

Retreat Chair 
Pam Trombley 
retreat@midmichiganrwa.org 

Retreat Speaker Chair 
Laurie Kuna 

RWA® Pro Liaison 
Tammy Kearly 

Website Liaison 
Lana Miersen 
info@midmichiganrwa.org 

 

The President’s 

Two Cents Worth 
 

By Annette Briggs 

Like it or not, we are constantly in a state of becoming.  We 
can choose to shape this inevitable process, or we can just let it 
happen as it will.  The fact that we are all members of MMRWA 
makes us shapers, not drifters.   

LET’S BE EACH OTHER’S ALIBI. 
I often say that we lead a double life.  Our “other” life is what 

feeds our writing life.  It’s where we get our heart and ideas from, 
but sometimes it strangles our writing life.  When you put your 
dollar in that “Write for the Money” envelope, or when you have 
that critique coming up, or that “I Will Write a Book” commitment, 
or you must prepare that manuscript for the retreat critique—you 
can tell everyone it’s your assignment, your deadline, your duty.  
You can’t help it if you love to do it.  It’s still work, after all. 

WAS IT GOOD FOR YOU? 
We want to know your needs.  As we approach the end of the 

year, please be thinking about what you need as a writer in your 
inevitable process.  I’m going to collect a list of our requirements 
to shape what we do next year.  There are great resources out 
there and in house.  Let’s make it a habit to use them. 

NOW’S YOUR CHANCE 
At our October meeting in Jackson, we're going to have an 

open forum discussion of contests. Members who are entering 
contests (pubbed or unpubbed) can share their experiences.  
This is a chance to get information to use in deciding what your 
needs are. We're also going to have time for a GH prep. So bring 
your opening chapter or your short synopsis and we'll break into 
groups to critique.  

Hope you can make it to the meeting.   
All the best, 

Annette 
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Over the years I’ve spent with MMRWA, I’ve attended many a meeting on a 
variety of topics: the technical skills of writing, the emerging genres within the 
romance industry, even some plain old sword-fighting fun. Our speakers have 
included crime scene specialists, assistant prosecutors, police officers, even an 
astronaut. We’re not afraid to ask the nitty-gritty questions in order to flesh out 
our characters, to really understand how they’d think. A couple of years ago, I 
came back from one meeting and asked my husband if he’d be interested in 
speaking to our group. I was very concerned with getting his permission before 
volunteering his perspective. 

What does he do? Has he ever worked for the CIA? Was he ever a pirate? 
Does he fight fires? These are some questions people might ask thinking that 
he leads, or has led, an exciting career. The answer is yes. And no. Dirk 
graduated from high school like any regular kid. He attended university in the 
fall. (He’s a scientist right?) He left after the first trimester. Back at home he 
contemplated his path and opted on joining the army. (He’s an army ranger 
right?) He was honorably discharged from the army and started attending 
university again. He graduated as an electrical engineer. (So, he’s a scientist?) 
He was arrested. (A scientist working for the mob?) His legal issues solved, he 
dives into the workforce. He climbs the corporate ladder to design engineer 
and information technology specialist. He becomes a systems administrator. 
(So he’s an advanced computer specialist!) Not exactly. 

Okay, based on the vague timeline, you might ask what makes him an 
interesting speaker. Is he so mesmerizing to look at? (Well, I’m biased.☺) Is he 
the type of speaker that commands the attention of the room with just his 
voice? (I love him, but no.) Sometimes we, as writers, can overlook an average 
person’s life, but their experiences can add authenticity to our characters. 
Again, people may think I’m biased because he’s my husband, yet for those of 
us that are female authors, gaining the male perspective can be a challenge. 
Gaining a male perspective about serving in the armed forces (at peacetime), a 
unique experience on the wrong end of law enforcement, and changing a 
career path is not something we’re terribly familiar with.  

Based on just his experiences, we worked together to break up his talk into 
three sections – the army, narcotics, and open-source software. I introduced 
him and he started ‘at the beginning.’ Instead of trying to guess what everyone 
would be interested in, he treated his time like a question and answer session. 
He was filled with so much information and was asked so many great 
questions, that he never reached the portion of his talk regarding open-source 
software. Because of this, we decided to break the recap of talk into three 
separate articles. 

The Army 
Why did Dirk join the army? Well, there’s a story in that too. When Dirk 

decided to attend Michigan Tech University, 600 miles from home, he made 
the young mistake of taking marijuana along. Enough marijuana that he felt his 
grades wouldn’t recover after the first two trimesters. He returned to 
Kalamazoo and began working at a local nursery. After four or five months of 

September Program Recap: 
The Male Perspective 

By Dawn Bartley 

—CHAPTER CHATTER— 

The Chapter publishes its 
business meeting minutes, 
treasurer’s reports, and other 
legal documents online in the 
files section of the members-
only MMRWABUSINESS list.  
See Policy, page 15. 

Dawn Bartley 
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potting trees, he decided enough was enough and marched down to the local 
recruiting office and signed up to join the U.S. Army.  

It was another five months before he left to Fort Jackson, South Carolina 
for eight weeks of basic training. The question was asked, “Is the army like a 
regular job in which you have a specific number of hours and then you have 
time for yourself?” In many respects it is. Except, during basic training the 
soldier is woken up incredibly early, then there’s exercises, training drills, etc. 
There’s about one hour in the evening before lights out where an individual 
can use his time to write letters, read, and clean his bunk area to make it 
ready for inspection. Dirk commented that he believed the hardest job at 
basic training is that of drill sergeants. They’re awake before the grunts and 
go to bed after the grunts. Their constant screaming damages their vocal 
cords, and he can only imagine what a strain the schedule puts on any 
relationship the drill sergeant may have. He mentioned that one of his drill 
sergeants was a female. This was news to me. I asked, “Was she hot?” 
“Well, she was nice looking. But if your eyes ever strayed while you were at 
attention, you were asked to drop and give twenty.” 

The next four months are spent in what’s called advanced individual 
training. Here, the ‘work day’ is shorter by spending eight hours a day in 
classes. Dirk chose to become a radio teletype operator. At the time, in 1985, 
they assumed that most soldiers training to become radio teletype operators 
weren’t proficient typists. They spent the first three weeks typing for eight 
hours each day. The rest of training consisted of learning which specific 
buttons to push and which switches to flip. 

The training works a soldier towards permanent party station. Dirk’s PPS 
was at Fort Lewis, Washington. During his PPS, Dirk took part in two 
separate field exercises, one in South Korea for three months of winter, and 
the other in the desert for six weeks of summer. It was the field exercise to 
the desert that Dirk’s minimal familiarity with computers earned him a 
commendation and probably planted the seed leading to his ever-growing 
knowledge of information technology. 

In the course of the conversation, he turned to member Lynnette Curtis 
for her recollections of the military and they both used terminology familiar to 
those in the military. He was asked, “What is a commissioned vs. non-
commissioned officer?” Answer: A commissioned officer receives their 
commission after completing a college degree and officer candidate school. 
A non-commissioned officer works themselves up through the ranks. There 
are ‘E’ grades and ‘O’ grades. An ‘E’ grade is an enlisted personnel, an ‘O’ 
grade is an officer. The ‘E’ and ‘O’ grades are numerically ranked to 
correspond to rank and pay grade. He couldn’t emphasize enough how 
important it is to get someone’s rank correct. Lynette suggested picking up a 
copy of the Army Times. This military publication lists the promotion and pay 
increase each month. Dirk also cautions anyone writing about a specific 
branch of the military to confirm what the ranking structure is for that 
particular branch. 

One questions e-mailed to Dirk asked about special missions. “Would 
there be any instance in which an average soldier would be sent on a special 
mission?” Highly unlikely. Special missions or under-cover missions are 
handled by highly skilled units, SEAL teams, for instance. It requires a lot of 
training to complete the difficult skills required by many of these missions. 
However, there could be exceptions. Perhaps a soldier speaks a language 
that would be helpful during a particular exercise.  

After Dirk’s two-year stint with the Army was up, he again returned to 
Kalamazoo. He used the G.I. Bill to enroll at Western Michigan University to 
study electrical engineering.  

The next chapter of the story will be shared next month. MMMMMMMMMMMM 

Dawn Bartley always knew she 
wanted to write. She attempted short 
bits of fiction in high school and some 
scribbled scenes during the less than  
thrilling classes in college. She loved 
writing so much she became a 
technical writer and worked for 
Stryker Instruments and Pfizer. She's  
now a stay-at-home doggy mom still 
working away on getting that first 
book published. Dawn also uses her 
creative juices to quilt and knit when 
she's not volunteering at the W. K. 
Kellogg Biological Station. 
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Welcome to our New Members! 
 

I am a stay-at-home mom and have been writing since I was 
a little girl. I believe laughter is the best medicine and always 
incorporate that into my writing. My sister Jennifer Kamptner is 
also a member and is my critique partner. I am looking forward to 
meeting everyone. 
 

Abby Shoemaker:  
 

Ami Weaver:  

I have been writing with the intent of publication for about five 
years (off and on). I am a stay-at home mom of four (three boys, 
one girl), so my time is limited. I was an audiologist in my former 
life, but I have always been a writer. I am currently a finalist in 
the short contemporary category of the Maggie Contest, and I 
have a full ms with Special Edition as a result of another contest. 
I qualify for PRO, but I never got around to applying. I enjoy 
gardening (always in the dark because I never get to do it during 
the day!) I am going to the family cabin at Higgins Lake, and 
reading and writing, of course! MMMMMMMMMMMM 

October Birthdays 

2nd2nd2nd2nd Diane Burton 
7th7th7th7th Patti Shenberger 
9th9th9th9th Marianne Dobbs & 
     Sarah Reyers 
10th 10th 10th 10th Katie Dubois 
16th16th16th16th Julie Lynn McMullen 
19th19th19th19th Diana Stout 
20th20th20th20th Karen Sontag-Holthof 
24th24th24th24th Shar Koenig 
28th28th28th28th Philine Tucker 
31st31st31st31st Lisa Childs Theeuwes 
 

November Birthdays 

1st1st1st1st   Lisa Cardle 
       Susan Charnley 
       Ami Weaver 
14th14th14th14th Irene Atkinson 
19th19th19th19th

 Johanna Atwood Brown 
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September Member News 

Cynthia Arends:  My fantasy romance Wings of Desire  finaled in the erotic 
category of the Where the Magic Begins contest. 

Dawn Bartley:  With her Eat and Critique, Julie McMullen helped me to get kick 
started again! 

Holli Bertram:  I have some news! I'm an American Title IV finalist. This is the 
contest sponsored by Dorchester and Romantic Times . Voting for Round One 
begins on Oct. 15! 

Annette Briggs:  Finally getting a bit of writing done. 
Lila Chandler:  I'm trying to make time for fiction writing with FEWER writing hours 

now that my son's in pre-school: my parents now watch him one day instead of 
two and Joel's in afternoon preschool.  Life is hectic, but I'm plugging away!  
Also writing for the local newspaper and a few small magazines. 

Jodi Lynn Copeland:  Sold the short story prequel to my May 08 SPICE trade 
paperback to SPICE Briefs for an April 08 e-book release. Also sold another 
story to SPICE trade and a novella to Kensington Aphrodisia for inclusion in a 
paranormal anthology. After being sick for a while, now furiously working to 
meet my next Kensington deadline and promoting my upcoming release Body 
Moves , due out in mid to late October. Finally being appreciated at day job—
wow, is that ever nice! Have a book signing scheduled for November 10th in 
Westland with a handful of fellow authors. Still waiting to hear back on my 
proposal to Harlequin Blaze. 

Linda Cossel:  Grand baby coming the 16th; working hard on book. 
Lynette Curtis:  Writing, revising, and entering contests. 
Patty Gordon:  Researching so I can continue WIP, daughter’s wedding precluded 

writing for most of the summer! 
Anne Marie King-Jakubiak:  Reaching my monthly goal, and got a real good line 

critique back from whom I bid on at retreat. 
Shar Koenig:  Writing on hold while I catch up on publishing obligations. 
Lucy Kubash:  Not much happening here, except I moved and am still packing and 

unpacking. I'm waiting to see what happens with the Triskelion bankruptcy 
proceedings and hope to get the rights to my book back. Trying to get back to 
the book I'm supposed to finish for the I will write a book challenge. 

Loralee Lillibridge:  Continuing to work on current Hill Country manuscript for SSE 
while planning two others, wrapped up work with the PASIC Book of Your Heart 
contest, looking forward to getting back to MMRWA meetings. 

Melissa Ford Lucken:  I can't believe it, even though it was released in June, 
Everglades Wildfire  is still on Amazon's Hot New Release Erotica Bestseller 
list! Right now, it's # 5, but the list is updated hourly... http://www.amazon. 
com/gp/new- releases/ books/227073011_ 

Cathy McClain:  Getting back to writing after a busy summer. Kate is coming home 
in October—looking forward to her visit! 

Lana Miersen:  Traveling again—editing newsletters and writing on the road! 
Roger Nelson:  Working on 2 books—goal is to have a complete draft done by end 

of November. 
Patti Shenberger:  After three months of unexplained setbacks, Take No 

Prisoners  will be out soon. Sold The Laird's Lady, a contemporary 
paranormal, to The Wild Rose Press. Working on a new book to submit to 
Harlequin (fingers crossed). And still healthy! 

Maris Soule:  Received ARCs of The CROWS, doing PR, trying to find time to 
write. 

Alice Weidner:  I sold a short story to True Love  Magazine with tentative release 
in Dec. 07 issue.  I am also continuing revisions on my Vintage Era Romance 
novel. MMMMMMMMMMMM 
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Members’ Current and 
Upcoming Releases 

Jodi Lynn Copeland: Body Moves, paperback, Kensington 
Aphrodisia. 

Dana Corbit:  Little Miss Matchmaker , Steeple Hill Love 
Inspired.  

Gail Gaymer Martin:  And Baby Makes Five , Barbour 
Heartsong Presents. 

Kathleen Nance:   Phoenix Unrisen , October 2, 2007, 
Dorchester Publishing.  ISBN 978-0-505-52703-5. 

Cindy Spencer Pape:   Between a Rock and a Hard-On , 
Ellora’s Cave Quickie (digital); Curses  (digital and print), re-
release by The Wild Rose Press. 

October 2007 

Chris Allen -Riley  (w/a Bronwyn Green): Ronan's Grail , 
Ellora's Cave  

Jodi Lynn Copeland: What Lies Between Them, eBook, 
Cerridwen Press 

Cindy Spencer Pape:  One Good Man , a novel co-written 
by Lacey Thorn, possibly out for Thanksgiving from 
Ellora’s Cave. 

 

November 2007 

Gail Gaymer Martin:  Writing the Christian 
Romance , Writers Digest Books. 

Cindy Spencer Pape:  Djinni and the Geek  (digital), 
Ellora’s Cave. MMMMMMMMMMMM 

December 2007 
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All novelists face the task of crafting their characters within the 
established fictional world of their story, whether a soccer mom in 
contemporary Iowa, a cop in New York, a Regency miss in a ballroom, 
or a Scottish warrior at the battle of Culloden.  However, writers of 
paranormal, science fiction, or fantasy stories face a special challenge 
– bringing to life a milieu nonexistent within our usual reality.  Whether 
it’s a talent for psychokinesis, a planet in an unknown galaxy, or a 
society of werewolves and mages, you must convince your reader this 
world beyond the common realms of daily life, newspapers, and history 
books does exist.  To immerse your reader within this strange new 
world, I would suggest your keep in mind these ABCs. 

A is for agreement.  All parts of your unique element have to agree 
-- within their own logic and throughout the story from page one until 
The End.  Whatever rules, parameters, social mores, or quirks you 
establish, everything needs to work together and be consistent.  If your 
planet has two moons, you need to understand their dual effects on 
tides and circadian rhythms.  If you’ve created a race of people who 
live underground, but your hero is tall and bronze-skinned because you 
think that’s sexy, your reader might be drawn from the story wondering 
where he got that tan and why doesn’t he hit his head on those 
stalactites.   

Once these boundaries have been established, you can’t suddenly 
change them. If your vampires flourish on a planet with thirty-six hours 
of night, your climactic sunbeam can’t dramatically peak over the 
horizon after eight hours simply because you need the villain surprised 
and dead. Not without a believable explanation for the planetary shift, 
one with a foundation laid much earlier in your story.  A character who 
does wondrous magic with the flick of his wrist wouldn’t be stopped by 
a lock on a door simply because you need to prevent him from getting 
to the next room.  Not unless the lock is made of gold and you’ve 
already shown instances where that metal stymies him, and then you’ll 
still have to show why this powerful being doesn’t come up with an 
alternative solution.  So, envision your world, then keep it consistent 
and in agreement. 

B is for belief.  You have to make your reader believe that humans 
can do magic, that selkies come to land to mate, or that a twelve-year-
old girl can start fires with her mind.  This, I think, comes down to 
specific details sprinkled throughout your story.  J.K. Rowling did this 
so brilliantly in the Harry Potter series with all the details she gave of 
the wizarding world.  When we finished, we absolutely believed in 
Polyjuice Potion and Diagon Alley.  A long time ago, I read a classic 

—THE WRITING LIFE— 
[Our out-of-this-world October issue features the chapter’s paranormal 
romance authors.  First up is the fantastic Kathleen Nance.  How do you 
build a world that will make your reader willingly suspend disbelief? 
According to the multi award-winning author and MMRWA member, it’s 
as simple as ABC. –Ed.] 

The ABCs of World Building 

 
By Kathleen Nance 

Kathleen Nance 
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science fiction story called Mission of Gravity  by Hal Clement.  It is 
set on a planet extremely different to ours, one with inhospitable 
elements and a very high gravity.  Nothing about the inhabitants is 
remotely “human” at first glance.  Yet, I still remember one small detail 
about them – they were terrified of heights.  On a planet of immense 
gravity, a fall from even a small distance was lethal. 

Let those details thread through the book.  If you have a psychic 
heroine whose sudden flashes of psychic visions occur only when you 
need the revelation, this will feel like your paranormal element was 
tossed onto the story and not an integral part of it.  Instead, think about 
the details of how that talent works and how it affects her life beyond 
the visions.  Why doesn’t she get other visions or at other times?  Why 
aren’t the visions clearer?  Do they make her afraid to drive a car 
because she might lose control?  Afterward, does she feel wiped out or 
energized?   Once established, weave those details into the fabric of 
your story.  In Jigsaw , I created an artificial intelligence named Fran 
and one of her characteristics was an insatiable curiosity.  This 
permeated throughout the book.  Fran was always asking questions in 
rapid shifts from subject to subject; she listened to XM Radio at night 
and was working her way through all genres of music; she got a daily 
flash drive update of the news and complained if Bella forgot; she 
demanded explanations for things she didn’t understand.   To me, this 
curiosity was one thing that made Fran a real and unique character.  
So, think of the details and make your reader believe.   

C is for caring.  Your reader has to care about your characters and 
your world.   It’s not enough to lovingly describe the topography and 
how those two moons create a massive tidal surge.  Bring into this 
strange and confusing and wondrous world, emotions and motivations 
the reader can relate to.  When the tidal surge devastates a small brak-
fishing village, the home of your hero, we may not know what a brak is, 
but we understand the grief and care about the difficulties in rebuilding.  
In my book Spellbound , at the beginning the reader may not have 
understood a world with a Minstrel whose songs held together the 
fabric of life, but I hoped they could care about a man driven by a 
sense of honor and duty.  So, make your world or society or psi talent 
as different and unique as you want.  Fascinate your reader, but don’t 
forget to bring in the commonalities and emotions that will also make 
her care. 

ABC .  The building blocks of words and worlds. MMMMMMMMMMMM 
 

Kathleen Nance says her first declared career choice was detective, thanks 
to a shelf full of Nancy Drew books.  A practical streak led to a career in 
pharmacy, but her years of writing drug monographs strengthened a 
heartfelt appreciation for the joys of fiction. When she became a stay-at-
home mom, it seemed a perfect time to put the dream of getting published 
into practice. Especially when she got to live with djinn, elves, and meddling 
Greek gods. Her first book was published in 1998. Since then she has 
authored seven books and three novellas. Her work has won a Golden 
Heart, a SARA Rising Star Grand Prize, the Holt Medallion, the PRISM 
Award, the National Reader's Choice Award, and she was also a RITA 
finalist. After eighteen years in New Orleans, she returned to her birth state 
of Michigan with a husband, three teenagers, and two cats.  Kathleen’s 
latest release is Phoenix Unrisen  from Dorchester. To learn more about 
Kathleen and her books, visit her website at  
http://www.kathleennance.com/. 
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Interview with the Vampire Lovers 

M I D - M I C H I G A N  M I R R O R :  Paranormal Romance is cross-genre fiction that fi ts under the 
broader umbrella of speculative fiction.  RWA® defined what a romance is. Would you please 
define speculative fiction for us? 

Laurie C. Kuna, aka Laurie Carroll (Some Practical Magic, That Old Black Magic) : 
Apparently, the term is attributed to Robert A. Heinlein, who first used it in 1948 as a synonym for 
science fiction. He absolutely did not consider fantasy to fall under that term.  More current use 
includes fiction genres that speculate about worlds unlike the real world. So, currently the term 
includes science fiction, fantasy, horror, magic realism, supernatural fiction, and alternate history 
fiction. There’s even an internet speculative fiction database for anyone who’s interested in reading 
about that sort of thing. 

Personally, I feel all fiction is speculative to some degree since stories in all genres answer the 
question "What if?" Every fiction writer speculates what it would be like to put a fictional person in a 
certain place at a certain time and then have her deal with situations the writer has created. 
Depending on the specific genre, the answer will either stay close to actual human experience or 
stray wildly into the realm of total imagination. 

I think we spend too much time worried about what "type" of story we’re telling and not enough 
about the story itself. In my perfect world, publisher guidelines would include only word count, 
general category (e.g.–"no supernatural story elements," or "should be based on Christian 
principles") and time period. That would probably eliminate lots of author angst. Right now, so many 
authors are terrified that their story doesn't "fit" somewhere that they’re not telling the tale they want 
to tell. They’re writing what they think editors want. Of course, as much as editors say they’re 
looking for "fresh" material and new voices, they rarely seem to break away from their own 
guidelines and actually publish something that is fresh.  So I guess some writer paranoia is actually 
reality based. 

 
MMM :  The time travel romance is triple-threat cross-genr e fiction, merging romance, 
history, and fantasy/science fiction. How do you ma ke it work and make it believable?  

Julie Lynn McMullen aka Julia Masters (HEA Contest Paranormal Finalist for  Ties That 
Bind) : Take one part romance, one part history, add one part fantasy and science fiction and mix 
well in a large cast iron cauldron over a roaring fire. Add a large dash of vivid imagination, and you 
have a time-travel romance with a paranormal twist -- my favorite kind of soup. For extra flavoring, 
toss in a murder mystery and season with scales of justice and you have a hearty stew. 

The ingredients sound simple enough yet making the story work involves careful planning. The 
story must contain basic truths about human nature so that the reader can identify with the 
characters or the experiences they have.  Writing time travel stories allows an author to take old 
established ideas and spin them about in a fierce game of “what if” until a fresh viewpoint is found. 
The result can be a twist that leaves the reader reaching for an oxygen mask. 

The author of time travel romances has a large pool of inherent conflicts and threats from which 
to choose. The setting, dialogue habits, language barriers, and differing viewpoints across the 
centuries are just a few of the possibilities.  Even basic survival needs such as obtaining food and 
water are a challenge for most contemporary characters. Add in threatening paranormal elements, 
and the stratosphere is the limit for potential subplots. 

In a romance, ordinary people are thrust into extraordinary situations. The characters have to 
look deep inside themselves and draw upon strengths and skills, and apply those abilities. In 
paranormal time travel, throwing a contemporary heroine or hero into an unfamiliar era forces them 
to be on edge every moment of the story, especially when mystical and supernatural elements lurk 
around the bend. Their fantastic situation forces them out of their comfort zone and requires 
cunning and adaptability to “think outside the box.” 

Building a believable world requires establishing a firm foundation and setting ground rules. Bits 
and pieces of reality are interwoven with fantasy notions.  The historical setting automatically 

[Couldn’t resist.  ☺]  

[Calling all ghouls! Our panel of paranormal romance authors dish the dirt about the dead, the undead, and 
the wish-they-were-dead who can see and hear them—and aliens and witches and djinns, oh my! —Ed.]  
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dictates most of these parameters. Adding the paranormal element allows you to make up your own 
rules and stretch the boundaries. But you can’t simply give your characters unlimited power. Each 
power needs to come with a price or require a sacrifice. 

One thing doesn’t change -- the romance is still the crux of the story. The obstacles the hero and 
heroine must overcome in their relationship are slightly more complicated since their viewpoints are 
culturally and temporally biased and are bound to clash more dramatically. Myriad opportunities for 
growth exist when you’ve got one character with an unchecked can-do attitude and another who 
has been conditioned to live within society’s narrow dictates. 

In the end, when the plot and subplots are all wrapped up, the result is a satisfying happily ever 
after. 
 
MMM :  How do you approach the writing of light romantic f antasy vs. dark romantic 
fantasy?  How do you create the proper mood for eac h, etc.? 

Chris Allen-Riley aka Bronwyn Green  (I Put a Spell on You, Overlord’s Vessel) : As I begin 
to write, I create a soundtrack for each novel. Because I work in a house full of constant activity, 
I’ve found that I need to have an audio buffer so as not to become completely distracted by the 
chaos going on around me. While choosing the music for a story, I go with songs that fit the 
characters, mood and sometimes time period of the piece. Obviously, the music I choose for dark 
fantasy tends to be much bleaker and moodier than the pieces I’d choose for a lighter story. Luckily, 
my laptop has nearly all of my CD collection uploaded to the hard drive. I just create a playlist for a 
specific project and then put on the headphones and hit play when I’m ready to start working on it. 

An example of a playlist for my dark fantasy novel Overlord’s Vessel  would be music from the 
Excalibur , Mists of Avalon  and Narnia  soundtracks. I also included songs by Susan McKeown, 
Kate Rusby, Counting Crows, Joseph Arthur, Ryan Adams, Elvendrums and U2.  

In contrast, the soundtrack for my light fantasy story I Put a Spell on You  was far less moody. 
While I did use some tracks from both Excalibur  and Mists of Avalon , I also used songs from 
Melissa Etheridge, Sarah McLachlan, Rob Thomas, Snow Patrol and Howie Day. 

Once I have my “physical/aural” mood established, I work on the visuals I use as I write. I create 
a two to four page scrapbook-style spread including pictures of the characters, setting and anything 
else that calls to mind the mood and/or plot of a given piece. I know this probably seems like a lot of 
prewriting busy work, but I find these things helpful throughout the writing of every story. Like most 
writers who also work a day job, as well as take care of children and myriad other things, my writing 
time is rife with interruptions. Since I started utilizing both the sound tracks and scrapbook pages, 
it’s much easier to maintain a consistent mood no matter what story I happen to be working on. 
 
MMM :  How do you go about creating believable other world ly sensuality— sexual tension, 
mating rituals, and marriage/joining ceremonies, et c.? 

Cindy Spencer Pape  (Curses, Djinni and the Geek ): I think the key to making it believable, 
whether we’re talking about sexuality, rituals, or any other kind of interaction is to remember that no 
matter what the race or species we’re writing about, if they’re the protagonists in a romance, we 
essentially need to make sure they’re people.  We want our readers to be able to identify with these 
characters, even if they have wings or tails or magical powers. Whatever their outward differences 
from humanity, their emotions and responses to one another need to be completely human. 
Whether the hero is a gargoyle, an elf, or whatever, they feel love and loss and arousal just like 
anyone else. 

As for ceremonies and rituals, those I simply make up. I’ve known people from many different 
religions over my life, and there are certain trends that can be extrapolated from when creating 
those. My background in animal behavior and biology has been known to come into play, as well as 
snippets from folklore or classic science fiction.  Physical transformations or bonds often require a 
blood exchange, or some other kind of physical element. Mating bonds often require spoken vows 
or some other conscious declaration of acceptance. Those are universal enough concepts to give 
the fiction a realistic edge. I also usually try to keep these elements simple enough not to 
overwhelm the story. If the reader has to think too hard about it, then the believability is much 
harder to maintain. 

Above all, I try to remember that it is romantic fiction and it’s supposed to be fun. I think that 
goes a long way to making it all work together. 

See Interview with theInterview with theInterview with theInterview with the Vampire LoversVampire LoversVampire LoversVampire Lovers    ----    continued on page 16 
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Yes, I’m on the road again, this time in New England. Who 
knew that filling in as the Mirror  editor for a year would turn me 
into a veteran telecommuter! 

By a very spooky coincidence, I’m editing the October Mirror  
while visiting Massachusetts. Earlier today, my dh and I visited 
Salem, “the witch capital of the world.” I have to say, though, that 
the scariest thing about Salem--and the Boston area--is the beastly 
traffic. It’s as bad as the traffic in New York City where I grew up! 

My favorite Salem attraction was The House of the Seven 
Gables, the actual house that inspired Nathanial Hawthorne’s 
novel of the same name. [I’m standing outside of it in the photo 
above, waiting for the tour to begin.] I also visited the house in 
which Hawthorne was born and the Customs House where he 
worked before writing his masterpiece The Scarlet Letter . It was 
so interesting to see how the author lived when he created his 
novels and to gain insight into his personality (he was very 
introverted). 

This month, we gained insight into how our chapter’s 
paranormal authors go about creating their unique worlds and how 
they view their creative process. 

Many thanks to our paranormal panelists Chris Allen-Riley, 
Nancy Gideon, Laurie Kuna, Julie Lynn McMullen and Cindy 
Spencer Pape. 

Very special thanks go to Kathleen Nance for her insightful 
mini-course in world building. 

In November, we’ll have a lot to be thankful for, including a kick-
butt article on writing the Native American Romance from our own 
award-winning “woman writing the west,” Rosanne Bittner. 

Until then, here’s wishing you a Happy Halloween, filled with 
treats and devoid of tricks. 

Lana Miersen, Editor 

Greetings from Wicked Bad Salem! 
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MMM :  The vampire hero—is he the ultimate bad boy of roma nce fiction? If so, why? 
Nancy Gideon (The “Midnight” Vampire Series) : It's the whole mystique of the dark, 

dangerous male. The female in us readers always wants to tame, redeem and restore that 
tragic and compelling figure—that lost soul—the Beauty and the Beast compulsion. The 
combining of the vampire myth and romance is hot stuff–a kind of a walk on the edge of the 
wild side that's so enjoyable. You have a hero of enormous strength and power, the ultimate 
protector (and destroyer), who is also tremendously vulnerable to those who learn his secret. 
The heroine becomes his protector, too, and, in many cases, even sustains his life by sharing 
her blood. The stakes (no pun intended!) involved in loving this hero are literally life and 
death and require a huge sacrifice on the part of our courageous heroine, a leaving the 
comfortable and safe behind to embrace the unpredictable and preternatural. But oh baby, is 
he worth it! Isn't it a good ‘villain' that's the most fascinating? I mean, really, how many of us 
would have much rather ended up with Frank Langella?! There is a timelessness, elements 
of ‘anything can happen,' that's so appealing to both writer and reader. It's the height of 
fantasy and it never goes out of style. Consider a campy vampire soap opera, the Buffy 
fanatics, the countless remakes of Dracula and now the new show, Moonlight. A lot of the 
letters I received on my vampire series were from teenage girls, which didn't surprise me, but 
an equal number were from well-educated women in power positions in legal firms and the 
banking industry and readers I'd never reached with my romance books. It's a fantasy that 
crosses all boundaries and stirs that lure of the forbidden in us all. 
 
M I D -M I C H I G A N  M I R R O R :  Thank you, panelists! MMMMMMMMMMMM 
 

InterviewInterviewInterviewInterview with the Vampire Lovers with the Vampire Lovers with the Vampire Lovers with the Vampire Lovers—continued from page 14 


