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From the Desk of:

Wil Emerson, President

Dear MMRWA Members, I don't have to tell you it's chilly
outside, do I?  A quick look out the window says it all.  The
leaves on the maples are gone and the last of the burning bushes
have shed their red brilliance in a haphazard trail along the
walkway.  Today offered a mix of snow and sleet on the leftover
Halloween decorations.  It's definitely time to crank up the
furnace and brace for a long winter ahead.

November always starts out slow with the hope of one more
Indian Summer day but then picks up speed about mid-way
when it's time to shop for Thanksgiving dinner.  As the days fly
by, it's more difficult to fit writing into the busy schedule. 
December....how can we possible think about an hour, two or
three just for writing? 

But you know what?  We have to.  The alternative is too bleak to
consider.  Our muse will fade, our enthusiasm will go into
hibernation and our goals will sadly slip out of reach.  So what can we do when holidays, family
and chores get in the way of desire?  I say crank up the internal fires....get your furnace going,
go the extra mile, set the clock an hour earlier or stay up an hour later.  Why?  Because you made
a promise to yourself to complete that work in progress, meet a deadline or send out a query. 
You promised...remember?  

Post a note to the loop and tell everyone what you're going to give yourself this holiday season. 
Two new chapters, the last page of your WIP, the best query package ever.  Wrap it up...end the
year with the best present ever and don't let rain, snow or sleet or the fast-pace of the holidays
keep you from your goals. 

Have a great Thanksgiving and the best Christmas ever. 

Back to work, one more hour of writing today and then I'm going to have a glass of wine.  Two
presents for the price of one.

Cheers, Wil
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Our November Program:

At our November meeting, the comedy team of Diane Burton and Lana Miersen will present “A
Funny Little Thing Called Love: Writing the Romantic Comedy.” Just kidding. They’re not
really a comedy team—just twins separated at birth. No, wait a minute.  That’s the plot of
Diane’s futuristic novel Switched, which is very funny, by the way.  But seriously, folks, be
there on Saturday, November 18, at Daryl’s Downtown restaurant in Jackson when MMRWA
members Diane and Lana discuss comedy fundamentals, romantic comedy essentials and
structure, and conduct a hands-on, interactive exercise in which the members present will write a
romantic comedy in under 20 minutes.  Book-in-a-Week, eat your heart out!

[NOTE: Prior to the workshop, please view the 1984 romantic comedy Romancing the Stone,
which will be used to illustrate romantic comedy essentials and structure.]

About Our Speakers:

Diane Burton believes in fairy tales, the Easter Bunny, and happy-ever-after, which
is why she loves reading and writing romance. She met her own hero on a blind
date and it was love at first sight--for her. It took her a little longer to convince

him. They have two grown children. After following her husband's job from
Detroit to Missouri, Detroit again, SW Michigan, and Chicagoland, Diane and
her husband currently live north of Lansing, MI.  Diane's love of romantic

comedy and Star Trek led to the writing of her first futuristic, Switched, which was
released by ImaJinn Books in August 2001.  For an excerpt from Switched, check out Diane's
website.  She would love to hear from you via email at DBurton72@aol.com

Lana Miersen also adores Star Trek, romance and happy endings, and she met her own hero on a
blind date, too. They’ve been married 38 years, have two grown children, 4 1/3 grandchildren
and a spoiled rotten schnoodle. The army and his job took them to Kentucky, Wisconsin,
Virginia and Michigan, where they now reside in a small town north of Lansing. Lana was a
precocious child whose father taught her to read and write at an early age. She has been writing
stories since the sixth grade. Her unpublished futuristic romance won first place in three RWA
chapter contests. She is a former teacher, publicist and journalist, and currently is a free-lance
editorial consultant. She is working on her second novel and aspires to be a published romance
novelist before she becomes eligible for Medicare.

October Recap:

Highlights of our “Many Faces of Romance” Program

by Annette Briggs

A panel of Mid- Michigan published authors met at the Portage Community Library last month to speak
with the public about writing romance. Our panel consisted of Rosanne Bittner, Diane Burton, Lisa
Childs, Sue Charnley, Dana Corbit, Nancy Gideon, Lucy Kubash, Loralee Lillibridge, and moderated by
Laurie Kuna

Recap continued on page 4
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Recap continued from page 3

The panel introduced themselves and talked about how they got into writing:

Laurie Kuna (moderator): I write for ImaJinn Books, which is a paranormal romance publisher, a small
niche publisher. I have three books in print. The first one I’ve written under Laurie Carroll, my pen name.
It’s a historical paranormal, War of Hearts. Then I have two contemporaries written under my own name,
Some Practical Magic and That Old Black Magic.

If you’re a writer you probably started as soon as I did, as soon as I could pick up a pencil and figured out
how to make coherent makes on a piece of paper. And of course, way back when I was a child carving
into stone. Why I chose what I got published in is because the editor wanted to buy my book. I would
have written for anybody. While paranormal wasn’t my primary focus, that’s where I am and I love it.

Lisa Childs: I write for Harlequin and Silhouette. I write Harlequin Intrigue, which is the romantic
suspense line and Harlequin Next , which is the new women’s fiction line. I also write with Silhouette’s
Nocturne line. I love to read everything. So I write all kinds of fiction. Like Laurie, I started to write
books with crayons. As soon as I could put sentences together, I was writing books.

I started with the Intrigues. I love reading them. I sent in my full manuscript to Intrigue and the senior
editor for that line picked it out of the slush pile and bought it, so I was very lucky for that manuscript.
Before that, I’d had a bunch of short contemporaries that turned around pretty quick with rejections on
them.

For women’s fiction, I started writing it before they even had the line. I just had a character in my mind
and she wouldn’t go away, so I told her story. That was my August 2005 book, Taking Back Mary Ellen
Black. Now I’m writing for the paranormal line, and I’m just loving it. I’ve got a series that starts this
December called Witch Hunt. They’re women with supernatural powers that are being hunted down
because of a 350 year old vendetta. It’s a real cool series and I just love the challenge of writing all types
of fiction.

Susan Charnley: I write for Hard Shell Word Factory and for Leisure Books, a line at Dorchester
publishing. How did I get started in this business? Well, I thought I wanted to be a college professor. I
meant to write a dissertation, which I was thoroughly bored with, but it convinced me that I could write
something of some length. So I managed to join one of these groups and started writing a novel. And low
and behold, a couple of years later, I got published. The books of mine that are available right now are
short contemporary novels from Hard Shell Word Factory. The medieval I wrote for Dorchester is no
longer in print. Currently I’m working on a couple of paranormals. I got kind of tired of all the vampires
and werewolves and decided I wanted to write fairy tales. So hopefully those will find a home with a
publisher fairly soon.

Lucy Kubash: I’ve been a member of Mid-Michigan since 1984. I was writing short stories for Women’s
World Magazine at that time. I also write a little non-fiction column for a weekly newspaper where I live.
It helps support an ad for our local animal rescue league. I’ve written non-fiction; and I recently sold a
book to Triskelion which is an e-publisher. I’m hoping the book will make it into print someday. It’s not a
sure thing, but it’s available at the publisher’s website and it’s actually selling, so people do read them
like that. The book is called Chance’s Return.

Recap continued on page 5
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Recap continued from page 4

Rosanne Bittner: I’ve been writing about twenty-five years. My love is of the American West of the
eighteen hundreds. I’ve covered practically every subject you can cover when it comes to that era. I’ve
written for many different publishers. My Mystic Indian series is in four books. My newer inspirationals
are with Steeple Hill. I just strayed slightly from my first love and went into World War II so, for any of
you who do read my books and wonder, where is Rosanne Bittner on the bookshelves? It’s because I’ve
been working close to two years on this book – a World War II love story called The Letter. Right now
it’s in my agent’s hands, finally, to be marketed and so we’ll see what happens with it. It will be written
under a pseudonym, Patricia Williams Rose.

I will be continuing to write those eighteen hundreds western romance, western sagas, native Americans –
that’s my first love. I’ve been writing about it for many, many years. Why I don’t know. We’re supposed
to talk about why we write what we write. It’s just in me. I grew up in Michigan, so I have no idea why. I
guess because I grew up with the old westerns on TV and in the movies and John Wayne and all that kind
of good stuff. Right now that particular subject is a little bit down in numbers and everything seems to go
in waves, so when the western romance does really come back stronger, I’m very ready for it. I have
many more stories to tell. There will be more Rosanne Bittner western romances.

Loralee Lillibridge: I’m the Grandma Moses of the group. I’ve been writing forever, but I didn’t really
get serious about writing for publication until about five years ago. A week before my fiftieth wedding
anniversary, I sold to Silhouette Special Edition. I had been researching an equine therapy program – it’s
a horse riding program for the physically or emotionally challenged, children mostly, but some adults
also. I got really interested because there was a facility that was near my home, so I spent some time with
them. From that, a story came and that’s my first book – my only one right now. Hopefully we’ll have the
second one soon. Special Edition, they advertise them as love life and family and that’s what I think is
really important. I do really love western historicals though, so some day I hope I’ll have one of those out
too.

Nancy Gideon: I’ve written just about anything for just about everybody. When I did the interview with
the Gazette, I realized I’d been doing this for almost twenty years and I had almost fifty books, which was
kind of a surprise. I write because I can’t imagine not. It’s the only thing I’ve ever wanted to do. My mom
said, you must go to college. But I said, I’m going to be a writer. She said, go anyway and I went to
college. It was great research. I started writing anything, everything.

Right now I’m working for an attorney’s office. He’s my big mentor. He just loves to tell his clients,
“You know she writes books.”

But I’ve been doing this for a long time and I really love it. There’ve been a lot of points up and down
that goes with a lot of genres. It goes along with what women are interested in. It goes along with the
times. I can’t say enough about romance because it does follow the times more than any other genre does.

I’ve done contemporaries, historicals, and regencies. When I sold my first book, it was a regency. I didn’t
even know it was a regency. I thought it was a historical. I do paranormal. Love them all, I like to do
anything.

Still writing because my critique group won’t let me stop. Love to talk about writing; love to read other
people’s books; love to help them work with stuff. Love our chapter, it’s a great, great, great support
system. Writing is just about the only thing I can think of that is so solitary. You sit in your basement.
You sit at your computer. You’re doing it by yourself. When I started writing twenty years ago I didn’t
even know another writer lived in Michigan. Then the chapter called to have me come speak in ’87, great
group of people, wonderful. And they write everything so they give you input on anything, help you out
with anything, great group of people.

Recap continued on page 6
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Recap (Nancy Gideon) continued from page 5

Diane Burton: How did I get started writing? My daughter was a senior at Portage Northern. My son was
a junior. I was facing empty nest and thought I should really do something with my life, besides raising
two great kids. And I always read and I loved romances.

When I started writing I was going to write as a business. That’s when I started writing romances. But,
somehow, I had to have something more than a romance. I love adventure. It had to be exciting and
adventurous. My book that actually sold starts out in Ann Arbor, but it takes place mostly in space, on a
starship, and on an alien planet. You think, how did you get from romance to an alien world? It was Star
Wars. I loved the first Star Wars. I thought, wow what an adventure. And Star Trek, of course. That just
seemed to be such a fun thing to do.

Now along the way, I accumulated a lot of rejection letters, probably enough to wallpaper my bathroom,
but you keep on going. Everyone here has mentioned the support of writers that are in our writer’s
organization. And I can only ditto that. They keep you going when you feel like quitting. When you say
you’ve had enough rejections, they say, no, no, try again. And you do. Hats off to these girls.

Dana Corbit: I write inspirational fiction for Steeple Hill, Love Inspired is the line and for Guideposts.
Just like everyone else, I started writing as a little kid. I wrote my first play in first grade. It was about
horses and they spoke. I don’t have it. I kind of wish I did. I wonder how I did it. I didn’t start out leaning
toward writing in the inspirational market. I wrote straight romance. But when I had a story that inspired
me, I wrote it and sent it in. The rejection I received from it said, “Oh we can’t use this, but what else
have you got?” And it was finally like, this is where I belong; this is me; this is my voice. That’s the one
thing that’s important as a writer. What is your unique voice? It allowed me to express my faith and
express my love for romance. I’ve been an avid romance reader all my life, and combining these two
elements is really cool. I’ve really enjoyed it and I’m working on my tenth book right now.

Laurie Kuna: One of the myths I want to dispel very quickly is that people actually make enough money
from writing to live on. There are very few multi-published authors out there that actually make enough
money from their writing to quit their day job like Nora [Roberts] did and write full time.

Nancy Gideon: I get paid twice a year [as an author] and I don’t know how much it’s going to be. It’s
real hard to budget buying shoes for your kids when they’re growing out of them every three weeks. So,
it’s nice to [also] have a regular job.

Question from the audience: Why do authors use pseudonyms?

Rosanne Bittner: Has anyone on this panel figured out publishers yet? Well, that’s part of your answer,
right there. For instance, Nancy mentioned that you don’t want too many books per year coming out
under your name. That’s because the buyers place their orders on how well the last book sold. And if you
had a book out two or three months ago, they don’t even know yet how well it sold. So they might order
less of the next book and so on and so forth. It can affect your numbers. Another reason for a pseudonym,
I mentioned Patricia Williams Rose is the name my World War II book will come out under.

While I’ve been writing I’ve got fifty-seven books out under Rosanne Bittner, 99.9 % have been western
historicals or native American and western romances. So people think that’s what Rosanne Bittner writes.
This is a whole new genre for me. So they want a whole new audience. They want people who wouldn’t
pick up Rosanne Bittner because maybe they don’t read what I write. On the other hand, they don’t want
Rosanne Bittner readers to pick it up and think this is another western and find out it’s not what they
thought it was. Although I guarantee they’re going to like it. But, there are many reasons for pseudonyms
and that’s one of them. Actually the buyers will think this is the first book she ever wrote when it’s really
number fifty-eight. So that’s how publishers operate.

Recap continued on page 7
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Recap continued from page 6

Nancy Gideon: I’ve written under several pseudonyms. I started out using the name Lauren Giddings,
which is the name my junk mail used to come to. They said I needed a name to write under. Dana
Ransom, Rosalyn West are other ones. With the pseudonym issue is, especially with Harlequin /
Silhouette, [the publisher] used to own the name you wrote under. If they developed you, they wanted to
own that. And also if you’re really prolific like I was, if you want to get more than a couple of books out a
year, you don’t want to have six or eight books coming out a year under the same name. So you would
write under different names. Also, if you write different genres, to separate your voice. So I write
historicals under some names and paranormals under another.

Laurie Kuna: I have a little bit different story. When people find out you’re a romance writer , there’s
always that kind of initial, “Oh, you write those smut books.” I’m sure that anybody sitting here [on the
panel] has had that happen to them at one time or another. Well, I teach high school English up in Lowell.
When I first got published, I got notification at school via e-mail [of my manuscript’s being accepted for
publication] from my publisher. I didn’t get :the call.” I got “the e-mail” and it was during school. My
classes were watching a movie and I was checking my e-mail. I got this message from my publisher and
about three quarters of the way through she says, “Oh, and I really love your stuff and if you make a
couple of changes I really think we can publish it.” And I go, “Oh my Gosh.” And there’s this student in
front of me that jumps and says, “What?” And I said, “Nothing.” And I when down to tell my friend
that’s in the English department that I just got published. Then she tells everybody in the whole school.
So, at that point I’m thinking, well, my cover is blown. But I decided to go with the original plan, Laurie
Carroll. Then I switched it to my own name when I started doing contemporary for the same reason that
Rosanne did. People do a branding kind of thing Whereas you look at Nora Roberts , she writes
unbelievably great romance. But she writes a paranormal futuristic cop series under J.D. Robb. Because if
you pick up a Nora Roberts book you’re going to expect it to be a contemporary romance.

Question from the audience: Please explain the term paranormal.

Nancy Gideon: As far as what paranormal is, paranormal is your “Woo. Woo” book. It’s anything out of
the realm of normal.

Laurie Kuna: What paranormals are about covers a very broad range of things. Mine are about witches,
but they’re good witches. One’s a ghost. Vampires, time travel, werewolves, ESP--those kinds of things
are what paranormal covers.

Question from the audience: About how long does it take and what does it take to develop this
“voice” I hear you talk about?

Sue Charnley: Practice.

Rosanne Bittner: I don’t know if it’s voice that takes time to develop or if it just takes time to do it right.
Even if it’s a crummy book, your voice is there because no one will ever write like you do and you’ll
never write like somebody else does. I wrote nine books before I ever sold one. I guess it’s like what Sue
mentioned, practice. Every book was a learning experience.

Loralee Lillibridge: I just want to address voice for Tereasa, because she’s read my book. I’m a native
Texan. My voice is totally different than if I’d been born up here, I do believe. Although I’ve lost all the
“Y’ alls.” Your upbringing, your background, I think my voice would be pretty much the same if I wrote
different genres, too. I married young. I didn’t go to college. I raised a family instead. My books are more
about the characters. I have a really hard time with plots. I don’t care what they do as long as I know who
they are and that shows in the voice also.

Recap (on voice) continued on page 8
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Recap (on voice) continued from page 7

Nancy Gideon: Because I write in so many different genres my voice is different depending on what
genre I’m writing in. If I’m writing in paranormal, it will be a lot edgier voice. It’ll be a lot more active
voice. Contemporary will be more relaxed because I’m talking the way I know. Historicals need  a totally
different voice because you’re living in a different time. When I’d say to my kids, “Eat them there peas,”
and they’d know Mom’s writing a western.

Lisa Childs: I’m like Nancy, I write in different genres. I have different voices. I’ve been writing a
paranormal and looking over line edits. What I notice is that it didn’t even look like my other writing. But
no matter what my voice, I use the same theme. I use family as a big part of every book I write, no matter
what it is.

Laurie Kuna: It also depends on who you write for. [For example] Dana is not allowed by her publisher
to use certain words. Because she writes for Steeple Hill, a Christian line. People would be very offended
if they picked up one of those books and saw some of the words that the rest of us are pretty much
allowed to use. That’s part of it too. But, that’s still not going to change your voice.

Question from the audience: You choose the genre you’re going to write in, and then you kind of
mentally get the plot? Then you kind of fit in characters then different characters come in as you
go? I’m also thinking about the romance part. Some of the romance parts are hot and sexy and it
keeps going farther and farther in most books. Now do you just let your imagination run or….

Nancy Gideon: Research is the best part of our job.

Sue Charnley: I think your question is really about process, how a writer gets from concept to the end of
the manuscript. The process for each writer is really unique, All of us have certain things in common. We
all start with ideas, but how we get these ideas is greatly varied. We usually create a plot as we go along
or before we start writing we write down notes. We have all sorts of processes and each one is as
individual as each author. The more experienced an author you are, the better you will know your own
process. So if you’re beginning, don’t be surprised that you have no idea how to get from point A to point
B. But as you progress and the more manuscripts you write, the more you will be familiar with what will
work for you in creating a story. As far as love scenes in a book, you write the love scene that fits the
book. And if the book doesn’t need a love scene, you don’t write one.

Lisa Childs: Most of my books being romantic suspense, I plot out ahead of time. And because I need to
have other suspects and that type of thing, I know all the characters, but when I’ve done women’s fiction
I’ve done that in what we call “seat of the pants” kind of ways where you just sit down and start writing.
When you do that other characters can show up. It depends what works for you. Every writer has their
own method of getting that book finished.

Lucy Kubash: I know a lot of writers do a lot of really extensive planning before they write their book.
They know all their characters. They know exactly what’s going to happen in every chapter. If I did that, I
wouldn’t want to write the book anymore. I know who my characters are because they’re usually what
start the story to begin with. If I know who the characters are, then I know what’s going to happen to
them. I usually write up character sketches for each one so that I know what some of their background
was, so that I know how they would act in the story. But if I did all that extensive planning, then I would
miss out on that “a-ha moment,” that I didn’t know when I started writing that day. My book is also an
inspirational romance, so it’s not “hot.” Although I’ve had a lot of people tell me it’s very romantic. A lot
of romantic tension in it, but because of the kind of book it is, it’s a sweet romance.

Recap (on process) continued on page 9
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Recap (on process) continued from page 8

Rosanne Bittner: I don’t think most of us up here think about what genre our book’s going to be in. The
characters come into your head or maybe you want to write a book about the Civil War and it develops
from there. And sometimes I’ve written books we weren’t sure where they fit. Sometimes the genre and
how they’re going to market the book is more up to the editor and publisher than it is to you. I always tell
new writers, don’t stop and edit every line of the first chapters of your new book. At the end of the book,
you’re going to know your characters so much better, and characters will come in you didn’t plan on,
things will happen to your plot you didn’t plan on and so at the end of the book, a lot of the beginning
may have to be changed quite a bit because you’ve learned as you wrote the book. So finish the book first
because a lot of things are going to change as you write. As far as sex, as Lucy mentioned, sexual tension
can be just as hot. Whatever you’re comfortable with and who your readers are going to be. If you’ve
written a lot of books, your readers are going to expect how far you’re going to go with sex in your book.

Loralee Lillibridge: I know you’re all waiting to hear what I have to say about this. I have to agree with
Rosanne. You have to be comfortable with what you write. I think it comes from your own beliefs. What
you feel is right for the story, is right for your characters. If it’s out of character, I say don’t go there. If it
feels good when your writing that these two characters are that much in love, they’re committed, I can be
comfortable with that. And, yes, mine does have pretty good sex in it. But, in my own opinion, it’s not
offensive. The true story is where you really want to get your readers and the sex scene is secondary. To
put it in because you think somebody wants it in there? That doesn’t work. If it comes natural, then go
with it.

Dana Corbit: As far as the process of writing, I think we all develop that over time. My first heroine was
based on me. I think a lot of people do that. Probably that’s the reason my book didn’t sell. In fact, I know
it’s the reason my book didn’t sell, because the rejections that came back said, “I hate your heroine.”

Rosanne Bittner: I got a fan letter from a woman in her eighties. She said, “I don’t do that stuff anymore,
but I still like reading about it.”

Nancy Gideon: I have ADD. I need GPS to get out of the bathroom in the morning. If I didn’t have an
outline, I would never write a word. But that’s the way I write. Plus, I don’t sell a full book. I sell on a
proposal. If I don’t have the storyline to give the editor, I don’t sell the book. When my oldest son was
about twenty, he comes up to me and says, “There’s sex in your book!” And my youngest said, “It’s a
romance—duh.”

Diane Burton: I could not write the way Nancy does, all the outlining and everything, because then I’ve
told the story.

Laurie Kuna: It depends a lot on the line that you write for. There are specific guidelines on what type of
book it is and what degree is allowed. If you’re writing erotica, you can do just about anything you like.
But if you’re writing for the Christian market you can’t. For me, it’s a choice. I just couldn’t write erotica.
It’s not what I’m comfortable with it. I could write it, but I don’t choose to write it.

Dana Corbit: We’ve talked about the differences in our writing processes and the differences in the lines
we write for, but we all first and foremost, write relationship stories. How these relationships develop are
different based on what your reader’s expectations are. I write for love inspired. If one of my readers
opened my book and saw a love scene, they’d be devastated because that’s not what they asked for.
That’s not what they bought. But do they want there to be love? Do they want there to be attraction? Do
these people really someday want to have sex? Absolutely. But they’re going to be married. That’s the
reader’s expectations of my work. So I want these characters to really be in love, really have the tingle. I
want all that, but I have to do it within a certain parameter.

The complete October program recap is available to members on tape in our chapter library.
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MEMBER NEWS

Dawn Bartley: Completed research for WIP at Gilmore Car Museum. What fun!
Annette Briggs: Finally feeling like I’m “in the groove” with my new WIP.
Diane Burton: Finished a futuristic adventure and starting a new one.
Sue Charnley: Had a partial requested by Paige Wheeler of Folio Literary Agency.
Linda Cossel: Attended Ohio Fiction Writers Conference, two agents want to see my breast
cancer book, and one of them wants to see my two romances.
Nancy Gideon: Unemployed (not under contract!) and waiting to hear from proposals.
Lucy Kubash: Celebrated release of Chance’s Return on September 18! It is selling because I
did receive a royalty check (enough to buy a pizza!), doing promo stuff for it and hoping to
submit a new story to Triskelion soon, received three great reviews on Chance.
Julie Lea: I’m organizing a romance writers panel of the Greater Detroit Romance Writers at
Canton Public Library on November 2.
Loralee Lillibridge: Waiting to hear on several projects with editor and agent.
Sarah Reyers: Made second sale and am now under deadline! Updated my website.
Maris Soule: Attended SCBWI Conference, working on Alaskan suspense, and working on
MMRWA Library

MEMBER NEWS continued on page 11

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

NOVEMBER

Lisa Cardle 1        Irene Atkinson 14

Johanna Atwood Brown 19      Kate McAuliffe 20

DECEMBER

Tereasa Bellew 3      Lucy Kubash 5      Alison Hart 9

Wendy Lebel 18 Flavia Crowner 20 Laurie Kuna 25 Connie Smith 31

APPROACHING JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

Linda Cossel 13    Terese daly Ramin 13   Dana Corbit Nussio 17

 Aileen Hyne 18    Joyce Soule 20     Dawn Bartley 25

Kate Rizor 23     Michelle Celmer 25



November/ December Mid-Michigan Mirror 2006                                                        11
MEMBER NEWS continued from page 10

Catherine McClain placed 2nd in the Golden Rose Long Contemporary category with The Engineer's
Encore and 3rd in the 2006 Lone Star Contest with her Contemporary The Finndian and 2nd Place for
Long Contemporary Romance in the Golden Rose 2006 with her entry, The Engineer's Encore

Sarah Grimm recently signed her second contract with Triskelion! Congrats on getting your first
deadline

Almost Déjà Vu
by Maris Soule

The first weekend of October, 2006, I attended the SCBWI (Society of Children's Book Writers and
Illustrators) Conference held at the W.K. Kellogg Conference Center on Gull Lake. In some ways it was
very different from when we held our annual retreat there, in other ways, nothing had changed.
 
Remember how they told us they were going to improve the dorms? Well, the room I stayed in hadn't
changed from when we were there. The Terrace room and dining area were the same as when we were
there, and the food was basically the same. The lake is still as beautiful, as were the grounds, and the
weather was fantastic, but I'm glad Pam decided to move our Retreat From Harsh Reality north.

As for the conference, it was great. They had over 125 writers and illustrators in attendance, along with
two editors, one agent, one art director and two "guest" writers. The sessions began Friday night, after
dinner and lasted until 2:00 p.m. Sunday. Food and snacks were plentiful, and they gave us two hours of
free time Saturday afternoon to do as we pleased.
 
Each of the speakers gave a good talk, and they had three critiquing sessions, along with individual
critiques that had to be paid for. On Friday night, attendees signed up for an open mike session. Before it
began, names were drawn lottery style and 20 writers were given 3 minutes each to read. After a three
minute reading, we in the audience had about a minute to write our comments on the paper squares
provided. Our comments were collected and placed in an envelope with that reader's name. After the
session, each reader took his or her envelope and could read the comments. My roommate read and so I
was able to hear what was said about her story. I found it interesting that at least half said basically the
same thing. Can't beat that for pointing out a weakness (or strong point).
 
On Sunday, they had a panel made up of the agent, editors, writers, and art director. Prior to the
conference, those who wished had sent in the first page of a ms. Around 15 were selected and a moderator
read the page, then allowed the panel to comment. What I found interesting was even though this was a
conference for writers of children's books, the critiques were basically the same as for romances,
mysteries, etc.: Give us a character we care about; have that character change/grow during the story; give
us a conflict; show don't tell; utilize the senses; keep it lean; and if it rhymes, make sure you know how to
write rhyming poetry.
 
Sunday they also had breakout critique sessions. The groups were made up of 4 or 5 people and were
listed on a sheet that was in our conference packet. I joined three other writers (our 5th person never
showed up) and we found a picnic table outside where we enjoyed the great weather as well as well as the
critiquing. The other three had brought parts of their stories that they wanted critiqued. One person was
the moderator (predetermined on the sheet) and set up how long for reading and how long for critiquing.
It worked well.

 Almost Déjà Vu continued on page 12
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Almost Déjà Vu continued from page 11

I was surprised and pleased when I heard my name called Friday night and turned to find Val Mierzwa
standing next to me. Over the weekend, we found some time to talk. She looked good and I was glad to
know she's still writing..

In some ways, being at this conference reminded me of our retreats at that location, but I did notice one
thing...no wine or champagne.  What I've discovered is: children's book writers conference = coffee, tea
and hot cocoa; romance writers conference = wine and champagne; mystery writers conference = beer
and hard liquor. I think I'll stick with the romance and mystery writers.

After many years as a romance writer, Maris Soule broke into still another genre with her recent sale
of THE CROWS, a mystery. For more information, check out her new website at:
www.MarisSoule.com

♥ ♥ ♥

The following article first appeared in the October/November 2006 issue of NJRW's The
Heartline Herald. USED WITH PERMISSION

SILHOUETTE INTIMATE MOMENTS GETS A MAKEOVER

by Patience Smith

Everyone needs a makeover at some point. Some of us cut our hair, get a facial or buy a new wardrobe.
Books need makeovers, too, in order to stay current. For over two decades, Silhouette Intimate Moments
provided "larger than life" reads by the best writers in the business. Not to mention, it featured a variety
of stories—from paranormals to family-focused romances.

To get the best makeover possible, we studied what makes this line so special. First, the authors are our
greatest asset. The eclectic, talented and committed author base will always be key to the line's health.
Second, our immersion in a powerful romance keeps readers coming back to Intimate Moments. Third,
the momentum one derives from an extraordinary circumstance, i.e. suspense, helps turn those pages.

All Intimate Moments novels now need to deliver what readers enjoy in a category romance, with the
added bonus of suspense. These stories are suspenseful reads but must be substantially driven by the
romance, not the suspense. As the hero and heroine traipse through the jungle or investigate a crime, we
should be deeply involved in the developing love story and not the mystery itself. In movie terms, think
The Thomas Crown Affair, Mr. and Mrs. Smith (with maybe a touch less suspense), Tequila Sunrise, The
Big Easy. Here, we are always aware of the developing romance.

You might wonder, "How is this different from the IM of yesterday?" IM will continue to focus on the
hero and heroine and their romance. The suspense will be secondary—but there should be suspense in
every book. Authors who focus heavily on gritty suspense will need to pull back on graphic details. We
still want those popular themes—military, medical, international settings, law enforcement—but the
reader doesn't need an intricate description of the investigative process.

We want to be swept away by the love story!

While we continue to accept paranormal stories, those elements will need to more subtle. A character
could have ESP, there could be "light" paranormal, but no ghosts, vampires or werewolves as main
characters. Any strong paranormal themed romance novels can be submitted to Silhouette Nocturne. This
doesn't mean we automatically reject any paranormal submissions, but we will evaluate them on a case by
case basis.

SILHOUETTE MAKEOVER continued on page 13
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SILHOUETTE MAKEOVER continued from page 12

These editorial changes have already taken place. You might notice, too, that the covers are a
little different starting with October 2006 books. We are gradually changing the packaging, with
the finished product re-launching in February 2007. You'll love these new covers!

We have been investigating the effectiveness of our current word counts and want to enhance the
readability of each book. As a result, we decided to go with a computer word count of 60,000-
65,000 words or 240-260 manuscript pages.

Lastly and perhaps most dramatically, we are changing the name of the line to Silhouette
Romantic Suspense, effective February 2007, to coincide with new cover art. This new name
will tell readers what they can expect from these stories.

We are delighted with these changes and feel that Intimate Moments/Romantic Suspense is
evolving into a powerful line. Above all, we want to continue to get the vibrant, thrilling stories
month after month. And, as you know, anyone who gets a makeover must embrace the "new," so
we would love to add voices to this line of stellar authors. Don't hesitate to submit to us!

Patience Smith is the Associate Senior Editor for Silhouette Intimate Moments/Romantic
Suspense and has worked at Harlequin since 1997. She lives in New York City.

♥ ♥ ♥
The following first appeared in the November 2006 issue of Words from the Heart, newsletter for From
The Heart Romance Writers Online Chapter of Romance Writers of America. Denise Pattison, Editor,
Words From The Heart. USED WITH PERMISSION

Agent News From New Jersey
by Terri Garey

We've all heard the phrase: 'Do your homework'. Easier said than done in the literary world – unless we're
willing to sift through a mountain of dry facts in publications like The Writer's Market, or spend untold
hours surfing the Internet, how do we know 'who' wants 'what' and exactly how they want it?

Six literary agents were on hand October 7th at the NJRW's 2006 Put Your Heart In A Book Conference
to share their likes, dislikes and personal style. For those who were unable to attend, I thought I'd share
the experience, and hopefully save you a little homework.

Nadia Cornier of Firebrand Literary is young, hip and cheerful. Her dark hair is short and curly, and
she wears cool glasses, a black t-shirt and jeans. Nadia started Firebrand in September 2005 at the age of
24, and has a special interest in Young Adult fiction. She accepts e-queries only, and will ask for more
material if she's interested. When it comes to writing, Nadia emphasizes 'quality vs. quantity', but prefers
both –excellent writers who are fairly prolific.

Christina Hogrebe of the Jane Rotrosen Agency is also young, hip and cheerful, with wavy auburn hair
just brushing the shoulders of a fashionable brown suit. The Rotrosen Agency has been in business for
over 30 years, and Christina has worked there since 2003. Christina is looking for mysteries, thrillers, and
young adult, but stresses that she's not limited to those genres; she's searching for well-told stories written
in excellent 'voice'. Her submission preference is a one page query letter, with a synopsis and first 3
chapters (snail mail only). It should be noted that Christina is the only agent at the Rotrosen Agency who
is currently accepting unsolicited material.

Agent News continued on page 14
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Christine Witthohn formed Book Cents Literary just a little over a month ago, and has a preference for
murder mysteries and thrillers. Christine lives in W. Virginia, has a pleasant, professional style, curly
blonde hair and a background in medicine. She would like to see a short query letter, a synopsis and first
3 chapters.

Natalia Aponte is a former editor at Tor who has gone on to form her own agency, Aponte Literary.
With short, dark hair and a no-nonsense manner, Natalia has no particular genre preference, but is always
looking for strong writing. She prefers to correspond by email, and likes to see a query, synopsis and the
first 50 pages.

Miriam Kriss is Vice-President of the Irene Goodman Agency, an agency which has been in business
over 25 years. A young woman with glasses and a mane of curly brown hair, Miriam emphasizes that
while she loves women's stories, strong voice and good writing, her focus as an agent is always on author
career planning. She likes to see a query letter, synopsis and the first 1-3 chapters, by snail mail only.
No e-queries.

Mary Sue Seymour of The Seymour Agency is her own boss, representing about 40 clients. Long
blonde hair and soft-spoken manner, Mary Sue is especially interested in Christian-themed books,
romance and non-fiction only. Her submission preference is a 5 page synopsis and the first 50 pages by
snail mail. No e-queries.

As a group, five of the six agents (Nadia being the exception) stated that the synopsis is a very important
part of any submission, and is usually what they read first. A synopsis should tell the beginning, middle,
and the end of your story, and should reflect the 'tone' of the manuscript itself (i.e., if your story is a
romantic comedy, your synopsis should be entertaining; a romantic suspense would read as darker,
grittier, etc.)

Requested materials are always responded to faster than unsolicited materials, and when it comes to
author follow-up, Miriam Kriss offered this gem of advice: Follow up by 'how the agent contacted you'.
In other words, if you received a phone call asking to see more of your work, you can follow up with a
phone call after a reasonable amount of time has passed. If you were asked to submit material by letter,
follow up with a letter. If you were emailed, feel free to email back. However, if you were not asked to
submit, and sent unsolicited material anyway, then you should simply be patient, no matter how long it
takes. Slush piles are large, and agents don't have time to sift through them to follow up on an unsolicited
submissions.

When it comes to current trends, it appears that both 'sexy' and 'spiritual' books seem to be on the
upswing. The general consensus was that Chick Lit was no long quite so 'hot', unless the story itself has
that elusive 'something different'. Vampires seemed to have glutted the desks of editors everywhere and
drained the market dry (sorry, couldn't resist J), while the field of Sci-Fi is growing. Young adult novels
are increasingly popular. All six agents agreed that knowing the market and staying ahead of trends are
the best strategies to follow, and that good writing is always the key.

And the final and most consistent piece of advice? Do your homework. Which you just did. 

Terri Garey is the author of two upcoming paranormal tales, Dead Girls Are Easy and Where The
Ghouls Are. Both novels are about ghosts, voodoo and an extremely unlikely psychic - a former Goth
girl who has no desire to become a 'ghoulfriend' to the dearly departed. Dead Girls Are Easy will be
an Avon July 2007 release.
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HELPFUL WEBSITES

Got a hankering to try writing mysteries? Ten Tips for Writing Your Mystery
Novel: http://www.writersbreak.com/Fiction/articles/article_fiction_whodunnit_1.htm

10 Romantic Times Tips for Writing Erotic Romance:
http://www.romantictimes.com/authors_tip.php?tip=944

The Anatomy of a Logline http://www.screentalk.biz/articles/anatomyofalogline_feature.php

Great Book Promoting Tips by author Marsha Jordan:
http://www.hugsandhope.org/getwordout.htm

♥ ♥ ♥

WRITING CONTESTS
Check out Contest Alert for  news on upcoming contests, plus Finalist & Winner
listings, questions, etc. ContestAlert-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. Compiled by
Donna Caubarreaux a member of Coeur de Louisiane, Scriptscene Chapter,
NOLA Stars, Heart of Louisiana, Kiss of Death, and ChickLitWriters of RWA.
She received an RWA® Service Award in 1997. USED WITH PERMISSION.

MMRWA MEETINGS

Unless otherwise noted, meetings are held the third Saturday of each month
on a rotating basis at area restaurants and meeting centers in Mid-Michigan.
The usual meeting agenda is as follows: 11:30 a.m., lunch (optional) ♥ 1:00
p.m. (approximate time), program/speaker ♥ 2:00 p.m. (approximate time),
business meeting.

2006 Meeting Schedule

November 18 in Jackson

Details of the December Holiday Party in Lansing area will be announced on
MMRWABUSINESS@yahoogroups.com.
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Directions to:
Daryl's Downtown, 151 W. Michigan Ave Jackson 49201

517-782-1895

From the East (Detroit area): Take I-94 West toward Jackson. Exit on M-106/Cooper St.
(Exit #139) toward downtown Jackson. Turn LEFT on Cooper St. RIGHTonto E. Ganson
Street. LEFT onto N Mechanic St. RIGHT onto W. Michigan Ave.

From the North (Lansing): US-127 South toward Jackson. Merge onto M-50 East/US-127
South. Turn LEFT onto W. Michigan Ave/M-50 E/US-127 S. SLIGHT LEFT onto
Michigan Ave.

From the Northwest (Grand Rapids) Take I-96 East toward Lansing, then follow the
directions above.

From the West (Kalamazoo) Take I-94 East to US-127 North/M-50 Exit (Exit #138)
toward Lansing/Jackson. RIGHT onto M-50 E/US-127 SOUTH. LEFT onto W. Michigan
Ave/M-50/US-127S. SLIGHT LEFT onto Michigan Ave.

♥ ♥ ♥

2006 Mid-Michigan Romance Writers of America Officers

President: Wil Emerson
Vice-president: Laurie Kuna

Secretary: Cathy McClain, info@midmichiganrwa.org
Treasurer: Lisa Childs Theeuwes, treasurer@midmichiganrwa.org

2006 Mid-Michigan Romance Writers of America Committee Chairs

Cover-to-Cover: Nancy Gideon, covertocover@midmichiganrwa.org
I Will Write a Book/Write For the Money: Flavia Crowner
Happily Ever After Contest: Jodi Lozon, contest@midmichiganrwa.org
Library: Maris Soule and Lucy Kubash
Membership/Historian: Dawn Bartley, members@midmichiganrwa.org
Member Recognition: Julie Lea
MMRWA Angel Award: Dawn Bartley
Mystery Gifts: Shar Koenig
Newsletter Editor: Annette Briggs, mirror@midmichiganrwa.org
Newsletter Editorial Consultant: Lana Miersen
PAN Liaisons: Sue Charnley, Lana Miersen
Perseverance Fund: Lisa Childs Theeuwes, treasurer@midmichiganrwa.org
Policy: Cathy McClain and appointed committee
Programs/Meetings: Laurie Kuna, meetings@midmichiganrwa.org
Publicity:
Retreat Chair: Pam Trombley, retreat@midmichiganrwa.org
Retreat Speaker Chair: Laurie Kuna
RWA® Pro Liaison: Tammy Kearly
Website Liaison: Lana Miersen, info@midmichiganrwa.org
Webmistress: Michelle Crean, design@crean.com
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♥ ♥ ♥

The Mid-Michigan Mirror is in need of “how to” articles, reviews of writing books and writing
related websites, member bios and photographs, current book news and activities from chapter
members. Please send all contributions for the Mirror to: mirror@midmichiganrwa.org.
DEADLINE TO BE INCLUDED IN THE MIRROR is 5 days after the meeting prior to the issue in
which you wish to appear. Thanks for your contributions, Annette Briggs, Editor.

The Mid-Michigan Mirror’s policy is to offer our original MMRWA articles to other RWA®
chapters and loops to use with all credits given unless the author specifies restrictions in the article.
The Mirror staff reserves the right to edit submissions for such things as typos, punctuation,
grammar, size requirements, and content with author’s approval, etc.

The opinions expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of RWA®, or of the MMRWA
and its individual members. Market information contained herein does not constitute an
endorsement by RWA® or MMRWA. Readers are urged to determine for themselves the reliability
and integrity of those with whom they deal.  RWA® sister chapters may reprint any information in
this newsletter providing credit is given to MMRWA, The Mid-Michigan Mirror, and the article’s
author. Non-RWA® groups must secure permission from the author. Writers are encouraged to
check market report accuracy through the RWA® Hotline, (281) 440-6885, press 8.

The Mid-Michigan Mirror is a publication of Mid-Michigan Chapter # 12 of Romance
Writers of America.  Copyright © 2006 by the Mid-Michigan Romance Writers of
America.  All rights reserved, unless otherwise stated.

♥ ♥ ♥

 GUIDELINES FOR SUBMITTING TO THE MID-MICHIGAN MIRROR
Thank you for your interest in submitting an article to The Mid-Michigan Mirror. The Mirror can use
articles that help us on our journey to be and stay published, to improve our skills as writers and
business people, and keep us up to date in the writing field. This includes interviews and current
book and website reviews.

The best font to use for the Mirror is Times New Roman 12, single spaced, one inch margins, with
no special colors, spacing, etc. without prior approval. WORD works best.

Please submit queries and manuscripts to: mirror@midmichiganrwa.org

Looking forward to your submissions--Annette Briggs, Editor.

Non-members seeking information about Mid-Michigan RWA, our meetings, and joining our
chapter, may email our membership chair at members@midmichiganrwa.org, or write to
MMRWA, P.O. Box 2725, Kalamazoo, MI 49003-2725. Be sure to visit our chapter online at
www.midmichiganrwa.org and learn all about us.


