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Mission Statement
The purpose of the Mid-Michigan Chapter of Romance Writers of America® is to promote excellence in
romantic fiction, to help writers become published and establish careers in their writing field, and to provide
continuing support for writers within the romance publishing industry.

The November19 meeting will be at Griffin Bar and Grill in Battle Creek. The
program, “Preparing for the Golden Heart and/or WIP Critique,” will provide the
chance to receive fresh feedback on your Golden Heart entry or a work-in-progress.

More program details on page 6 and DIRECTIONS on page 14

Many thanks to those who contributed
articles to the November/December issue
of The Mid-Michigan Mirror.

Question: You have a full-time job, a needy
spouse, a boat load of children, a menagerie of
animals, annoying in-laws, irritating relatives
who happen to be related to you by blood,
dreaded housework, AND a deep desire to
write. How do you fit it all in?

Find the answer by reading a recap of
October’s program, “Goal Setting and Time
Management for Authors” by Lynette Michelle
Curtis, which begins on page 2.

Happy November Birthday to:
Lisa Cardle 1  Irene Atkinson 14

Johanna Atwood Brown 19  Kate McAuliffe 20

Happy December Birthday to:
Tereasa Bellew 3  Lucy Kubash 5  Alison Hart 9

Sharon Chafin 12  Flavia Crowner 20  Laurie Kuna 25
Katherine McClain and Connie Smith  31

In This Issue:
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♥ Page 2 President’s Message / Program Recap
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♥ Page 13 Maris Soule Reports on the Mysterious

Bouchercon
♥ Page 14 Meetings / Directions
♥ Page 15 Contests
♥ Page 16 Officers / Chairs / Contact Info
♥ Page 17 Article Request / Policy Notice

♥ Minutes of our chapter meeting and treasurer’s
report can be accessed by members at:
MMRWABUSINESS
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A Note From Wil’s Desk
By Wil Emerson, President

The year is drawing to a close. Too fast, not enough hours, the months flew by. In a
personal way, I'm glad it's ending. I need the deluge of illness and sad news to be
over for my family. On the professional side, this has been a personally rewarding
year. My writing has taken another journey--a few short mysteries and non-fiction in print. Still working on
the great American romance, though, that is my major goal. Patience hasn't worn thin. If the acceptance letter
doesn't come this year, it will the next. I'm sure of that. Why? Because members of our chapter have been a
real inspiration and to that end, I'm glad Annette is celebrating our inspirational writers in this issue. Hats off
to you all.

Besides the authors who write in the inspirational genre, we have many other inspirational authors who give
reason to believe the call will come. Holli Bertram won the Golden Heart. Jodi Lozon, Dana Nussio and Lisa
Theeuwes signed multiple contracts this year. Jennifer Kamptner, a new member, just received a request for
a full manuscript. Loralee Lillibridge sold her first book. Cathy McClain achieved PRO status and a first
place award...and the list goes on and on.

Forgive me for not mentioning all your names...this should be a short note. You will be applauded at Retreat
2006. Yes, you are indeed a successful group of writers.

And this may well be my last note as your president. How can I thank you for making this a meaningful year
for me? It's been a pleasure to serve on the board, ring that brass bell at every meeting and share a good meal
with fellow writers. I truly appreciate: your patience for the inadequacies, your tolerance of the not-so-correct
Robert's Rule of Order business meetings, for your heartfelt suggestions, your eager participation, and your
overflow of kindness. What more can I say? Thank you!

I'll not end the year with any remorse. It's been grand. Let's make next year even better.

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving and give thanks, Merry Christmas/Happy Holidays and best wishes for a
wonderful New Year!

Cheers, Wil

Goal Setting and Time Management for Authors
By: Lynette Michelle Curtis

Question: You have a full-time job, a needy spouse, a boat load of children, a menagerie of
animals, annoying in-laws, irritating relatives that happen to be related to you by blood,
dreaded housework, AND a deep desire to write. How do you fit it all in?

Answer:  By determining your values, figuring out your goals, and prioritizing your life.

As I write this, my nineteen month old daughter is curled at my side chomping on a freeze pop as she
watches the Wiggles. And, she smells. My husband, also on the sofa, just asked me what I planned on doing
about the dirty dishes accumulating in the kitchen. My 11 and 13 year old step-sons are in their bedroom
arguing over a videogame.

Goal Setting continued on page 3
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Goal Setting continued from page 2

Ten minutes later, my daughter smells better (any potty training tips would be greatly appreciated) and has
moved from my side to dance with four grown Australian men, a green dinosaur with yellow spots, a police
officer wearing clown shoes, and a friendly pirate. Meanwhile, I’ve ignored my husband’s inquiry, and,
being the great example setter that I am, screamed at my stepsons informing them that if I hear another word
from their bedroom the game will be locked up and they can spend time with their family by dancing to the
Wiggles with their little sister. But, most importantly, I write.

There you go time management in ten minutes or less.

Seriously though, the first step in managing your time is to determine your values. Values, of course, are our
ideals, guides to whom we are and who we’d like to be. As Americans our values are life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness.

So, what are your values? Who are you? Who would you like to become? Do you value love, wisdom,
career, creativity, discipline? The list is endless.

Benjamin Franklin, our founding father and America’s first self-made millionaire carried a little book around
from the time he was in his mid-twenties until he died at the age of 85. Inside this book he listed his twelve
values (or as they called them virtues). He would live his life in twelve week cycles, each week focusing on a
value he wanted to emulate. By the end of his life he hoped to master these values and become a person
people would emulate, admire, and respect. Look what he managed to accomplish in his life. What do you
think you’d be able to accomplish if you tried this in your life?

After determining your values, create clarifying statements regarding each value. Clarifying statements
should always be in first person and in present tense as if you have already achieved your desired state of
being.

For example, if your value happens to be personal fulfillment, your clarifying statements might be: I work
daily to achieve all my desires in life. I project an inner radiance to everyone I meet, making me a desirable
person to be around. I am happy and satisfied with my life.

Last night, my husband and I watched a program which profiled lottery winners and what they’ve done with
their life since they’ve won the big jackpot. That got me to thinking, what would I do if I suddenly hit the
Mega Millions? Well, first, I would have to play; but, what would I do if I suddenly hit a 120 million dollar
jackpot? This is what I came up with:  I’d quit my job and write full-time; I’d buy property and build a home
where my step-sons could ride dirt bikes and do all that annoying boy stuff I never understand; I’d go back to
school and get my masters degree in English, History, Finance (have to know how to manage all that money)
and whatever else caught my fancy; and I’d travel; buy a lot of clothes and spend once a month at a day spa.

What would you do if you won a major jackpot? Your answer to this question would probably lead to what
you really want to accomplish out of your life. Now, consider this: what would you need to do to get there?

As you did with your values, write down your goals in first person as if you had unlimited resources and they
have already been achieved. I’ll even help you with one of them:

I am the most prolific writer of my generation. I write, emotional, suspenseful, and thought-provoking stories
that engage readers and critics alike. I always appear on the New York Times short list and break publishing
records.

Goal Setting continued on page 4
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Goal Setting continued from page 3

That wasn’t so hard was it?

Now, what would you need to do to achieve this goal? For me, I would first need to become a published
author. So my goal would be: I am a published author in romantic fiction with a leading publishing house by
December 2006. For you, it might be to increase your sales or to write more compelling stories. I hope you
noticed that I’ve mentioned things you can do achieve your goals, not what other’s (publishers, agents, and
editors) can do for you.

Also, your goals must be specific with deadlines. You can’t just say you would like to be a published author.
If you have a specific house you are shooting for or a specific number by which you would like your sales to
increase to, name it. What can you do within a year to accomplish your goals? What steps do you need to
take to get there? Write those steps down (in first person like they’ve already been accomplished) and place
deadlines on these mini goals.

Now, you are on your way to getting where you’d like to be.

One side note: be realistic. People often overestimate what they can do in a year, but underestimate what they
can do in five.

By now, you should see how your goals are inline with your values. If they are not, I’d re-think your goals. If
your goals are not in line with your core values, you’ll never accomplish them because they are not in line
with who you are and who you’d like to be.

Like most women I know, I am a juggler. I am a writer, wife, mother, step-mother, executive assistant,
daughter, friend. Who are you? What are your roles in life? Take a minute to jot down your roles and the key
people in those roles.

By now, you are probably hyperventilating and wondering how you’ve ever gotten through the last few
years, right? But, I hope to show you how to gain an extra hour or two in your day. Be warned, you might
have to give up something to get to where you want to be.

I carry around a daily planner that has my roles, my values, and my goals listed so that every moment who I
am and who I want to be is right beside me. Inside my planner for today, I have an insert that lists the roles in
my life and what I hope to accomplish in those roles this week.

For example, as an executive assistant my goals for this week are to be on time and be productive while I am
at work. As a writer, it is to finish this article and finish my revised synopsis. As a mother, it is to get my
daughter used to the potty and to wean her from her pacifier. As a wife, it is to not roll my eyes at my
husband when he mentions helping out more around the house, etc., etc. So, each day I have what I hope to
accomplish this week in front of me. My monthly writing related goals are to complete and get useful
information out of an on-line writing class I signed up for, have something to be critiqued for our next
meeting, and find a critique partner.

Goal Setting continued on page 5
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Goal Setting continued from page 4

When I arrived at work this morning I wrote down everything I needed to accomplish during the day and
they were:

Do weekly planning
Do daily planning
Organize office
Read 2 pages out of grammar book (I suck at grammar)
Re-write the value I am focused on this week
Make sure husband picks up fund raising stuff from school
Make sure husband uses his voucher to go to the bookstore and buy notebooks and pens which I use

shamelessly for my own purposes)
Pick up Ample Pantry gift certificates for closing packets (I work for a homebuilder)
Pick up gas cards for the winners of a drawing we had last week
Reschedule telephone interviews
Talk to my boss about: Christmas party, Christmas cards, 2006 Parade entries, Michael Lee training
Check to see if training in Florida for next week is still on
Check on what the invoice was for I received from secret shoppers we hire to see if our sales people

are following the right procedures
Call Realtor who RSVP ed for our Realtor holiday party and get his and his wife’s dinner selection
Order books on Amazon for boss
Tell our Sales Director he is to transport our speaker from the hotel to the venue next week
Get projector, wireless microphone, and projection screen for speaker next week
Go to the bread surplus store and pick up bread and donuts for babysitter

Over my desk, right above my computer, I have the following words pinned on my board: 1. Every day write
down what you have to do. 2. DO IT. To this, I will add; prioritize what you have to do.

After I wrote down everything I had to do, I assigned a value to each item, A, B, C--A being a high priority
item; B being a medium priority item; and C being a low priority item. After, I labeled every item an A, B, or
C, I then assigned a numerical value to all the A’s, then proceeded with all the B’s, and then the C’s. So my
list looked like the following:

A1 Weekly Planning
A2 Daily Planning
A3 Write out Value
A4 Read 2 pages out of grammar book

(Note: All the A priority items are in line with my values)

B1 Make sure training in Florida is still on
B2 Call Realtor about Holiday Party
B3 E-mail husband about supplies and fundraising
B4 Order projector, wireless, and screen for next week speaker
B5 Reschedule telephone interviews

C1 Tell Sales Director he is picking up speaker from hotel each day
C2 Order books on Amazon

Goal Setting continued on page 6
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Goal Setting continued from page 5

The other items, where I had to speak to my boss and run around Kalamazoo on office errands, I blocked out
time on my appointment schedule for the day to do them.

By having your day organized like this, you are making sure you are getting done what is important to you. If
you work through the list systemically, you get more accomplished than if you run around without any
rhyme or reason to your day.

If you haven’t already noticed, I’m a little anal. For me, it’s the only way I can stay focused.

Another tip I use to get my life in order is to create a daily ritual for myself. Realistically, at this time in my
life with my husband, children, and work the only time I can give to my writing is in the morning. So I create
a morning ritual for myself where I get up early and write before I get everyone else ready for the day. I
wake at 4:00 a.m. to shower and to write until about 6:00 a.m. when I finish getting dressed for work, get my
daughter up and dressed and am out the door at 7:00 a.m. Is it hard to get up at 4:00 a.m.? It was at first. Did
I get a lot accomplished when I first started creating this ritual? No! I spent the majority of my time asleep on
the sofa, then jumping up rushing around, snapping at my husband and children for my being late. But, I
never gave up. I kept setting my alarm clock, kept getting up a 4:00a.m., and I eventually set a rhythm for my
life. Do I have set-backs? Often - too many times to count. But, because I know who I am, I can see where
I’d like to be in my life. I bounce back; probably quicker then I would if I didn’t have a plan.

If you get anything out this, I hope it is that with a little rearranging and a lot of self-sacrifice you can
achieve your dreams.

See you at the top!

Lynette Michelle Curtis
♥ ♥ ♥

The November 19 MMRWA program is Preparing for the Golden Heart and/or WIP Critique. Get
fresh feedback and fine tune a portion of your manuscript (e.g. first page, scene ending hook, synopsis,
etc.) at the meeting. Each manuscript to be critiqued should be limited to five pages.

Attendants will be broken down into groups by genre, to allow for the best feedback possible. Bring
five copies of your scene to share with others in your group, and be prepared to provide a brief
overview (similar to a pitch) of your story to bring the others up to speed.

MEMBER NEWS

Dawn Bartley: Getting ready to enter a contest.
Jackie Braun: Finishing second book in a three book contract for Harlequin Romance, asked to write one
book in a transcontinental trilogy/continuity with Harlequin Romance authors Liz Fielding and Barbara
Hannay.
Annette Briggs: Going to Autumn Authors and trying to get my creative balance.
Johanna Brown: Took two incredible classes and mapped out new WIP—feels like a strong story. Yay!
Lynette Curtis: Reworking outline on WIP and still writing daily.
Wil Emerson: Good month; short mystery accepted for new mystery magazine, Silver Moon, a review
position for Crime & Suspense (Day of the Dead reviewed for the November 6 issue); submitted short
romance to Women’s World.

Member News continued on page 7
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Member News continued from page 6

Rohn Federbush: Open to new thriller ideas for a new book.
Nancy Gideon: Waiting to hear on a two book proposal at SIM.
Patty Gordon: Conducting research for historical.
Shar Koenig: The Italian division of runtheplanet .com reprinted my mystery short story, “Running Mate.”
Flavia and I were in the Goose Festival parade along with other KP authors.
Laurie Kuna: finished galley revisions on That Old Black Magic. It is in pre-sale on the ImaJinn Website.
Will be signing books in December in Lowell and Portage respectively and speaking at Autumn Authors.
Loralee Lillibridge: Scheduled two signings in December for Accidental Hero.; option book being
considered for Silhouette Special Edition, in conversation with an agent. More details below.
Cathy McClain: Received certificate and check for third place win in contest, working on new story, still
enjoying myself and the writing so much!
Katie McClain: Continued working on a feature-length screenplay and mapped out a TV series.
Lana Miersen: Traveled to Ireland in September, baby-sat granddaughter in October, worked on revisions,
and wrote on and off in three WIPs.
Dana Corbit Nussio: New two book contract for Steeple Hill.
Connie Smith: Have agent and am revising women’s fiction 100,000 word book. Also have start of next WF
duo, entering romantic suspense in Golden Heart.
Maris Soule: Doing a total rewrite on one mystery/suspense and still waiting to hear from editor regarding
revised cozy.
Lisa Childs Theeuwes: Busy writing to meet four deadlines—getting very little sleep.

Sincere Condolences

To Joyce Soule who recently lost her father.

To Wil Emerson on the recent loss of her sister.

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS

Jennifer Kamptner: I started writing when I was five. I know, too young to write much, but I wrote a poem
about freckles in kindergarten and my teacher put it in the local newspaper! My mom saved a copy for me,
bless her.  I spent my childhood writing stories at our kitchen table with my sister who is also an unpublished
writer.

Writing has been my greatest joy and my lifelong dream. I currently have a manuscript out to Silhouette  and
am anxiously waiting for a reply. My fingers and toes are crossed.

I did stray off course when I went to Ferris State University and got a degree in Respiratory Therapy.  I am a
certified respiratory therapist who works part time a hospital. Though I enjoy it, writing is my true dream.

I am married (13 years now) and have two children, Jenna 6, and hunter 12. I can’t wait to become a member
of our local RWA chapter and look forward to meeting fellow writers. Thank you for the opportunity to
become part of your organization.

Welcome continued on page 8
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Welcome continued from page 7

Katherine (Katie) McClain: I am a recent graduate of Western Michigan University where I majored in
Creative Writing and International /Comparative Politics AKA Political Science. I’m currently living with
my parents, working for the state of Michigan, and saving money to move to Los Angeles where I am
enrolled in a screenwriting program. I look forward to being ridiculously poor yet pursuing my ambitions,
farfetched though they may be.

As for my writing, I seem to do a lot of fantasy, but I’ll write whatever comes to me. I am a fan of my mom
Catherine McClain’s (also an MMRWA member ) writing, but I also read Nora Roberts, Teresa Medeiros,
and whoever else I can get my hands on.

♥ ♥ ♥

Loralee Lillibridge’s Debut Novel - ACCIDENTAL HERO -  is coming in December
2005 from Silhouette Special Edition!

As Loralee describes it, “My own news at the moment is the approaching December release
of ACCIDENTAL HERO, my first Silhouette Special Edition. The cover is beautiful and
I’m beginning to feel the rush of excitement as I plan book signings and attend
conferences.”

A matter of trust, a reunion of hearts, and a lesson in forgiveness. These are the issues
facing Bo Ramsey, a busted-up rodeo cowboy with an attitude, and Abby Houston, the
woman who loves him in spite of his flaws. Can Bo and Abby overcome the pain of the
past enough to trust their hearts to a future together? A young boy in Abby's equine therapy
program shows them that heroes can come in all sizes if you're willing to take a chance.

Check out Loralee’s snazzy website at: www.loraleelillibridge.com.

♥ ♥ ♥
Gail Martin recently received a book in the mail called, Give 'Em What They Want: The Right Way to
Pitch Your Novel to Editors and Agents by Blythe Camenson and Marshall J. Cook, but didn’t know why
she received it. After skimming the book she found numerous references to her quotations and an example of
one of her synopses. In the beginning they thank the contributors to the book: Stephen King, John Grisham,
Dean Koontz, Elmore Leonard, Gail Gaymer Martin, etc.  Gail was surprised. Gail said, “They may have
contacted me a couple years ago - I don't remember - but it was great to see my name and quotes about
writing throughout the book.”

APPROACHING JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

Terese daly Ramin 13  Rosanne Bittner 14  Melissa Lucken 14  Dana Nussio 17
Aileen Hyne 18  Joyce Soule 20  Dawn Bartley 25  Michelle Celmer 25
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This Holiday Season THE MID-MICHIGAN MIRROR Salutes

MMRWA’s INSPIRATIONAL AUTHORS

Rosanne Bittner has been writing since 1979, with over 50 novels published to date. All of her books
involve fictitious characters involved in real American history, especially about the
Old West of the 1800's. She has won several awards and is a member of Western
Writers of America, Romance Writers of America, Women Writing the West,
Oregon-California Trails Association, Mid-Michigan RWA and several historical
societies. She travels often for research and to conduct writing workshops and speak
for libraries. She and her husband live in southwest Michigan and have two grown
sons, three grandsons and four step-grandchildren.

As Rosanne tells it, “I owe much of my success to my readers, whose
encouragement keeps me going through seemingly endless rewrites, who write

my publishers when they hear my books are going out of print, and who send me poems and letters
and photographs--some of which provide inspiration for future projects! You are what makes long
hours at the computer worthwhile.

2005 releases for Rosanne are: January, WALK BY FAITH, her second historical
inspirational novel for Steeple Hill Books and FOLLOW YOUR HEART in October.

Visit Rosanne's extensive website at http://www.rosannebittner.com
for more photos, background, an entire list of her books and covers
and info about her upcoming releases--as well as a few surprises!

19 November at 5:00 - 9:00 pm, Rosanne is signing books at an open
house for Renaissance Home & Garden, 615 Romence Road, Portage
Michigan.

                                                               ♥ ♥ ♥

Dana Corbit started telling “people stories” at about the same time she started forming
words. Her love for those stories – whether true or enhanced – and the words that
formed them was immediate and enduring. In elementary school, the Kokomo,
Indiana, native proudly carried the nickname, “the poet who didn’t know it,” and
earned the “Best Creative Writer” award in her fifth grade class. Already, she was
hooked on writing.

After earning her bachelor’s degree in 1988 from Ball State University where she
worked four years on the college newspaper, Dana joined the staff of The Republic newspaper in Columbus,
Indiana. In her career as a reporter and, later, features editor, she indulged her first love of storytelling by
writing articles about amazing everyday people. Her work earned state and national recognition. When she
left the workforce in 1992 to be a stay-at-home mother, the only things she couldn’t leave behind were those
stories. She continued writing a newspaper column and wrote freelance articles for regional and national
magazines.

INSPIRATIONAL AUTHORS (Dana Corbit) continued on page 10
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INSPIRATIONAL AUTHORS (Dana Corbit) continued from page 9

Dana’s dedication paid off in 2001, when she sold her first inspirational romance, A Blessed Life, to Steeple
Hill Books for its Love Inspired imprint. Since Dana hopes readers will find hope and healing through her
books, it was only right that her debut novel was a healing journey for the writer herself. Dana, like the
story’s heroine, has a daughter who lives with the chronic illness, juvenile rheumatoid arthritis. (Her child is
now enjoying life in remission.)

Since the 2002 Steeple Hill publication of A Blessed Life, which was selected as a finalist in the HOLT
Medallion competition, Dana has published five additional titles with Steeple Hill Love Inspired and has also
written a novel for Guideposts Books through its Tales From Grace Chapel Inn series.

 ON THE DOORSTEP, Steeple Hill Love Inspired, September 2005

When police detective Zach Fletcher receives a call about a baby abandoned at Tiny
Blessings Adoption Agency, horrific memories haunt him but still compel him to find
answers. His suspicion turns to Pilar Estes, the agency employee who discovered the
child and yet is a reluctant witness with secrets of her own. Is the child abandonment case
a call for help or just another installment in the series of secrets and lies surrounding the
scandal-plagued adoption agency? Can Pilar, who once adored Zach from afar, trust him
with the frightening unknowns that are making her question God’s will for the first time?
Will they discover the truth and their way to each other before tragedy strikes?

CHRISTMAS IN THE AIR, with author Irene Brand, Steeple Hill Love Inspired,
October 2005,
David Wright knows it’s a mistake reprising his role of Joseph in the community live
nativity performance since the first play had been a disaster. His suspicion is confirmed as
his pregnant friend Allison becomes too ill to participate and asks her cousin Sondra
Stevens to play Mary in her place. When a resentful David meets the ultra-independent
Sondra, the stage is set for a Christmas-holiday competition between friend and cousin over
who is the best nursemaid/chef for an ailing Allison. Can the two competitors find a win-

win situation where the love they portrayed in the nativity finds a warm place in two hearts? Anything is
possible in this season of hope.

Check out Dana’s website at: http://www.danacorbit.com/index2.html.

Everything Flavia Crowner does is an inspiration. It logically follows that her writing is
too. Flavia mastered a new way of life when she became paraplegic, prevailed against
abusers and thieves, and honed her craft as a novelist to bring us her delightful amateur
sleuth, Sunny Farnum who has all the spunk and wit of her unsinkable creator, Flavia
Crowner.

INSPIRATIONAL AUTHORS (Flavia Crowner) continued on page 11
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INSPIRATIONAL AUTHORS (Flavia Crowner) continued from page 10

Still available at http://www.koenisha.com is:
PIE PANTRY by Flavia Crowner

A Sunny Farnum Hometown Cozy

Romance-suspense novelist Sunny Farnum decides to relocate and get a new lease on life
after her car accident which left her paraplegic. But the move brings about more changes in
her life than she bargained for. She becomes the victim of a series of thefts that leads her to
suspect one of the helpers she must depend on. She then becomes the not-so-reluctant
sleuth, who helps to bring the culprit to justice. But not before she faces a part of her past
life she thought was behind her for good.

Coming up next in the Sunny Farnum series:

Sunny purchases an old farmhouse in the next Sunny Farnum Mystery, Herbal Garden. The people in
town think the place is haunted and her family advised her not to buy the house. She doesn't believe
in ghosts and believes that everything has an explanation. Sunny, a tenacious and inquisitive,
spirited individual seeks out the truth concerning the house

AND

Then in the third book in this series, Rose Garden Caper, two elderly sisters, Sophia Thornberry
and Maude Meriweather, own a flower shop named Rose Garden Caper. They need to hire
employees to assist them to have orders out in a timely matter. Then the sisters began to find things
missing and one thinks she has taken them or has misplaced them. They argue, "I might be old, but
I'm not senile." when Sunny comes into the shop, they tell her their story. This piques Sunny's
curiosity and she offers to help them solve the mystery and it unleashes her creativity at its best.

Many Sunny Farnum fans want to know if Sunny will finally find true love, get married and live happily
ever after, but, when Flavia is asked this question, she won’t tell, but she does have a twinkle in her
eye.

Author/Publisher Sharolett Koenig

Sharolett Koenig is a graduate of the Institute of Children's Writers and
Illustrators, is a freelance writer whose work has appeared in numerous
magazines and in a poetry anthology. She is also a member of the American
Christian Writers Association and Mystery Writers of America. Sharolett has
always loved to write, and discovered at an early age that writing could have a
positive affect on her school grades.

Her series of young adult mysteries launched the debut of her small press publishing house,
Koenisha! Take a look at the Koenisha website at: http://www.koenisha.com for other upcoming
books from this innovative new press, which introduced the jacketed softcover.

INSPIRATIONAL AUTHORS (Shar Koenig) continued on page 12
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INSPIRATIONAL AUTHORS (Shar Koenig) continued from page 11

Shar bases her writing on experiences gained while home-schooling her five children. She also has
a private collection of over 200 bonsai trees.

Of special interest to other inspirational writers and seekers of inspirational books is
Shar’s publication:

A Writer's Concordance: Every Thing the Bible Says About Writing

A Writer's Concordance: Every Thing the Bible Says About Writing isn't just another
religious book or a book about writing. It addresses the basic need of all writers to
understand the original intent and purpose of writing. It fills 110 pages with 1085
Bible verses that have to do with writing, books and publishing.

Sharolett’s fiction and many other books of inspiration can be previewed and purchased at:
http://www.koenisha.com
                                                               ♥ ♥ ♥
Award-winning author, Gail Gaymer Martin writes women's fiction, romantic suspense,
and romance for Steeple Hill single title, Steeple Hill Love Inspired, Barbour's Heartsong
Presents and Barbour anthology. She began writing novels in 1997, sold in 1998 and, in six
years, has signed thirty-two fiction contracts, with over a million books in print. Gail has
been awarded two Holt Medallions, a Winter Rose Award, American Christian Romance
Writers Book of the Year in short inspirational, and her novel, A Love for Safekeeping, was
an RT Reviewers Choice for Best Love Inspired 2002. This year her book Adam's Promise
received the Booksellers Best Award. Her books have been finalists in the National Readers
Choice, Booksellers Best, The Golden Quill, Blue Boa, and Inspirational Readers Choice
Contests. This year The Christmas Kite was a Holt Medallion finalist for long inspirational and has been
optioned by Greystoke for a Hallmark movie. Gail's novellas have appeared on the CBA bestseller list. Gail
is a keynote speaker and workshop presenter at conferences across the U.S. She has a Bachelor's and
Master's degree from Wayne State University in Detroit. Before writing, she was a high school guidance
counselor and earlier taught high school English and public speaking. She also was an adjunct instructor of
English and public speaking for Davenport University.

Finding Christmas, Steeple Hill single title romantic suspense set in Grosse Pointe.

Before Christmas when an anonymous telephone caller’s whisper arouses a woman’s belief
that her dead child is still alive, the woman travels a frightening journey of kidnap and
murder while aided by her deceased-husband’s law associate who has secretly loved her for
years.

Loving Tenderness, Steeple Hill Love Inspired, romantic suspense and last of
the Loving series.

Two people from different worlds search for answers of atonement and forgiveness. Two
children, a four-year-old and one yet to be born become the catalyst that brings the two together
to find respite and love in God’s loving arms.

Check out Gail’s website for news, speaking engagements, and writing tips at: www.gailmartin.com
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Ever wonder what mystery writers do at their enigmatically titled conference, “Bouchercon?”
Our own Maris Soule tells all:

Bouchercon vs. RWA National
By Maris Soule

Over Labor Day weekend (September 1-4, 2005) I attended Bouchercon (a mystery conference named for
writer/critic Anthony Boucher), which was held at the Sheraton Hotel in downtown Chicago. The Sheraton is
the same hotel where RWA held its last Chicago conference.

Bouchercon is primarily a fan based conference, not a writing conference, and, although Mystery Writers of
America (the national organization for mystery/thriller/suspense writers) was present at the conference, it
was not the sponsor nor the organizer. The MWA primary conference occurs in the spring of the year—
Edgars’ week—in New York City.

I was asked: What is the difference between Bouchercon and RWA’s National Conference?

The big difference--in my opinion—Men. Lots of them. Young. Old. Good looking and not so good looking.
They were everywhere. In fact, that was one complaint that Sisters-in-Crime (the mystery writer’s
organization developed to help promote mysteries written by women) had about Bouchercon. Men
dominated the panels and the panels that focused on cozies, the subgenre that appeals more to women
readers, were not given prime times or even prime locations within the hotel.

Another difference was the presence of fans and an interesting subgroup of fans who seriously collect
mysteries. I met a man who has a collection of 4,800 mysteries in his house and a woman who has 1,500.
The woman said the books in her collection are not read. The only time they’re opened is for the author to
sign them. If she wants to read the story, she buys a second copy, often a paperback, reads it and gives it
away. And there isn’t just one bookseller at Bouchercon but several, many of them handling collector copies
that have sticker prices of $200 and up.

The panels are not taped and rarely are there handouts. Rather than talking about the craft of writing (there
were special sessions on Sunday that did focus on that and a few on the other days), the focus of the panel
was often on helping the panelists promote their books. One session that should have been given more time
and room was presented by a forensics expert (who was promoting and selling his books and CDs). It was
only allotted half an hour.

This year they had what they called the “thriller” track. I attended most of those sessions and found the
emphasis mostly on what made the difference between a mystery and a suspense/thriller. In fact, by the end
of two days, the panels, though made up of different presenters, were presenting the same material. I was
truly disappointed when one panel, listed as BLAST IT! THE ART OF THE EXPLOSIVE THRILLER,
ended up simply talking about the difference between mysteries and suspense thrillers.

Cost for Bouchercon was $175, but that didn’t include an extra $60 if you wanted to attend the Anthony
Awards dinner. And I had to shell out another $30 for the Sisters-in-Crime luncheon (a totally separate event
from Bouchercon but held in conjunction). My conference fee didn’t include any meals, just a couple of
cocktail parties with a cash bar.

Would I do it again? If I had a book to promote and could get on a panel, I would. And, as I’ve found with
most conferences, it’s not what happens in the scheduled sessions that’s important, but what happens in the
bar and between sessions. I ran into my former agent there. We talked and I have some names to contact. I
made some new friends and reconnected with old friends. I rubbed shoulders with some big name
mystery/thriller authors (Dennis Lehaine, Harlan Coben, Gayle Lynds and Sara Paretsky).

It’s different than an RWA National Conference, but similar in many ways. It was fun.
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MMRWA 2005 Meetings

Unless otherwise noted, meetings are held the third Saturday of each month on a rotating
basis at area restaurants and meeting centers.  The usual meeting agenda is as follows:
11:30 a.m., lunch (optional) ♥ 1:00 p.m. (approximate time), program/speaker ♥ 2:00 p.m.
(approximate time), business meeting.

Directions to the November 19 Meeting

Griffin Grill & Pub at 38 W. Michigan Avenue, Battle Creek, MI 49017
Phone: 269.965.7206

Time: 11:30 – 3:30, Date: Saturday, November 19th, 2005

From the Northwest (Grand Rapids): Take US-131 S toward Kalamazoo,
go 50 miles. Merge onto I-94 E via Exit 34A toward Detroit, go 25
miles. Take the I-194 N/M-66 N exit, Exit 98B toward downtown Battle
Creek. Merge onto MI-66, go 3.5 miles. Turn Left onto E. Michigan
Avenue, go 0.3 miles to Griffin Grill & Pub.

From the Northeast (Lansing): Take I-69 S via Exit 97 toward Fort
Wayne, go 35 miles. Merge onto I-94 W via Exit 38 toward Chicago, go
10 miles. Take the I-194 N/M-66 N exit, Exit 98B toward downtown
Battle Creek. Merge onto MI-66, go 3.5 miles. Turn Left onto E.
Michigan Avenue, go 0.3 miles to Griffin Grill & Pub.

From the West (Kalamazoo): Take US-131 S toward Three Rivers, go 4.5
miles. Merge onto I-94 E via Exit 34A toward Detroit, go 25 miles.
Take the I-194 N/M-66 N exit, Exit 98B toward downtown Battle Creek.
Merge onto MI-66, go 3.5 miles. Turn Left onto E. Michigan Avenue,
go 0.3 miles to Griffin Grill & Pub.

From the East (Jackson): Take I-94 for 38 miles. Take the I-194 N/M-
66 N exit, Exit 98B toward downtown Battle Creek. Merge onto MI-66,
go 3.5 miles. Turn Left onto E. Michigan Avenue, go 0.3 miles to
Griffin Grill & Pub.

Happy Holidays
Details of the 2005 MMRWA Holiday Party will be announced on MMRWABUSINESS
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CONTESTS
Compiled by Donna Caubarreaux

E = Electronic Format Available
EO = Electronic Only
U = Unpublished
P = Published

P/3 = Not published in three years
Pnr =  Published, but not by RWA standards
PC = Not published in category selected

RITA (P)
Romance Writers of America 
Fees Received by November 30, 2005 (5:00 PM
CST)
2005 copyright from recognized RWA publisher
http://www.rwanational.org/contest/contestrules.htm
.
National Readers' Choice Award (P - Pnr)
Oklahoma Romance Writers of America
Fees Received by November 30, 2005
2005 Copyright
www.okrwa.com

Great Expectations (U - Pnr - PC)
North Texas RWA
Postmarked by December 27, 2005 (Electronic
entry by 12/28/05)
First Chapter 25 pg max.  + Query letter
http://www.ntrwa.com/contest.html
.
Holt Medallion (P - Pnr)
Virginia Romance Writers
Received by December 31,2005
Copyright of 2005
http://www.virginiaromancewriters.com/Contests/holt.
html
.
Delacorte Young Adult Contest     (U - P)
Postmark before 12/31/2005
Complete book from 100 to 224 pages
Prize of a book contract! 
http://www.randomhouse.com/kids/writingcontest
s/#youngadult
.
Sharp Synopsis  (U - P)
San Francisco Area RWA
Received by January 6, 2006
Two pg syn. + 5-12 pg syn. + first ten pages
http://www.sfarwa.com/contests/sharpcontest.asp
#sharp

Marlene  (U - P/3)
Washington Romance Writers
Postmarked by January 13, 2006
Synopsis + beginning not to exceed 35 pgs.
www.wrwdc.com
.
Write Touch Readers' Award (P)
Wisconsin RWA Chapter
Received by January 14, 2006
Copyright of 2005
http://www.eclectics.com/WisRWA/contests.html
.
Gayle Wilson Award of Excellence (P)
Southern Magic Chapter
Received by January 15, 2006
Copyright of 2005 (RWA recognized publishers)
http://www.southernmagic.org/gwcontest.html
.
Linda Howard Award of Excellence (U - P/5 -
Pnr)
Southern Magic Chapter
Received by January 15, 2006
First 25 pages or less.
http://www.southernmagic.org/lhcontest.html
.
The Beacon for Published Authors (P)
First Coast Romance Writers
Postmarked by January 15, 2006
Copyright of 2005
http://www.firstcoastromancewriters.com/beacon.php
.
Winter Rose (U - P/5 - Pnr)
Yellow Rose Romance Writers
Postmarked by January 15, 2006
First 25 pages.
http://www.yellowroserwa.com/pages/4/index.ht
m

Passionate Plume for Published Authors (Erotic)
(P - Pnr)
Passionate Ink Chapter
Received by January 28, 2006
2005 copyright date
http://www.passionateink.org/contests
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Stroke of Midnight (U)
Passionate Ink Chapter
Sent by January 28, 2006
First 35 pages (book must contain erotic elements)
http://www.passionateink.org/contests
.

Fabulous Five (U - P/5 - Pnr)
Wisconsin Romance Writers
Received by March 1, 2006
Beginning - ten page max
http://www.eclectics.com/WisRWA/contests.html
.

Check out all the contests on: http://www.geocities.com/divaswithtiaras/ContestDiva.index.html
Contest Alert-All the news on upcoming contests, plus Finalist & Winner listings, questions, etc. Sign up
now! ContestAlert-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

For Published Authors ContestAlertPublished-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
.
If you're a Contest Judge, join ContestsJudges-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
.
Donna Caubarreaux is a member of Coeur de Louisiane, Scriptscene Chapter, NOLA Stars, Heart of
Louisiana, Kiss of Death, and ChickLitWriters of RWA. She received a RWA Service Award in 1997. USED
WITH PERMISSION

2005 Mid-Michigan Romance Writers of America Officers

President: Wil Emerson Wilwriter@yahoo.com
Vice-president: Jodi Lozon Jodi.Lozon@ttmps.com
Secretary: Shar Koenig: koenisha@Macatawa.org
Treasurer: Lisa Childs Theeuwes: ltheeuwes@msn.com

2005 Mid-Michigan Romance Writers of America Committee Chairs

I Will Write a Book/Write For the Money: Flavia Crowner flacro@datawise.net
Happily Ever After Contest: Jodi Lozon Jodi.Lozon@ttmps.com
Library:  Maris Soule SOULEM@aol.com and Lucy Kubash lucykubash@parrett.net
Membership/Historian: Dawn Bartley bartleyd@chartermi.net
Member Recognition: Pat Lazarus  LazWriter@myway.com and Loralee Lillibridge
loralee530@sbcglobal.net.
MMRWA Angel Award: Angel Award Nancy Gideon ncgideon@msn.com
Mystery Gifts: Shar Koenig koenisha@Macatawa.org
Newsletter Editor; online distribution: Annette Briggs brainchilde@websurfers.biz
Newsletter Editorial Consultant: Lana Miersen j.l.miersen@cablespeed.com
Newsletter printing & distribution: Laurie Kuna lauriecarroll55@worldnet.att.net
PAN Liaison: Lana Miersen j.l.miersen@cablespeed.com
Perseverance Fund: Lisa Childs Theeuwes: ltheeuwes@msn.com
Policy: Shar: Koenig: koenisha@Macatawa.org and appointed committee
Publicity: Jackie Braun jbquill77@aol.com.
Retreat Chair: Pam Trombley: pamtrombley@charter.net.
Retreat Speaker Chair: Laurie Kuna lauriecarroll55@worldnet.att.net
RWA® Pro Liaison: Tammy Kearly tammyk@voyager.net
Website Liaison: Lana Miersen j.l.miersen@cablespeed.com
Web mistress: Michelle Crean mecrean@crean.com

Non-members seeking information about Mid-Michigan, meetings, and joining our group may contact:
bartleyd@chartermi.net
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The Mirror is in need of “how to” articles, reviews of writing books and writing related websites, member
bios and photographs, member book news and activities. Please send all contributions for the Mirror to:
brainchilde@websurfers.biz  or afbriggs@hotmail.com. If you do not have access to e-mail, please send by
regular mail to Annette Briggs, Box 374, Three Rivers, MI 49093. DEADLINE TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
JANUARY 2006 MIRROR is December 15. Guidelines are available at the above address or e-address.
Looking forward to your contributions, Annette Briggs, Editor.

Mid-Michigan Mirror’s policy is to offer our original MMRWA articles to other RWA chapters and loops to use with
all credits given unless the author specifies restrictions.  The Mirror staff reserves the right to edit submissions for such
things as typos, punctuation, grammar, size requirements, content with author’s approval, etc. in the rare case that it is
needed.

The opinions expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of RWA®, of the MMRWA, or its individual
members. Market information contained herein does not constitute an endorsement by RWA® or MMRWA. Readers
are urged to determine for themselves the reliability and integrity of those with whom they deal.  RWA® sister chapters
may reprint any information in this newsletter providing credit is given to MMRWA, The Mid-Michigan Mirror, and
the article’s author. Non-RWA® groups must secure permission from the author. Writers are encouraged to check
market report accuracy through the RWA® Hotline, (281) 440-6885, press 8.


