
Our first meeting of the New Year will take place on Saturday, 
January 19, at La Señorita Mexican Restaurant in Lansing MI. As 
always, the meeting will begin at 11:30 a.m. Our speaker this 
month will be Kathy Rampe with H&R Block. Kathy has been a tax 
professional with H&R Block since 1980 and will give us insight on 
how to properly fill out our tax returns, inform us on some popular 
deductions that would benefit us as writers, as well as answer any 
questions we may have. 

If you're planning on attending, please send an e-mail to 
lynettemichelle@yahoo.com by Wednesday so I can give the 
restaurant an accurate headcount. If you have any questions, or if I 
can be of any help, please don't hesitate to contact me. 

Directions to the meeting are on page 2. MMMMMMMMMMMM 

“Taxes and the Writer” in January  
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  M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T  

The purpose of the Mid-Michigan 
Chapter of Romance Writers of 
America® is to promote excellence 
in romantic fiction, to help writers 
publish and establish careers, and to 
provide continuing support for writers 
within the romance publishing 
industry. 

Speaker Bio: Kathy Rampe was self-employed as an insurance agent 
for several years. She joined HR Block because she was looking for 
something she could do on her own terms, and she has worked as a 
tax preparer for HR Block since 1980. The company has the largest 
seasonal employees in the country.  Their tax preparers go from 
1,000 during the off-season to 100,000 during the tax season. Kathy 
has a degree in English and is a member of the Southern Lansing 
Rotary Club.  She loves working with people who are self-employed 
because of her experience being self-employed as an insurance agent 
and feels the best part of her job is developing individual 
relationships with people. She is a wife, a mother of four and a 
grandmother of five.  
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January Meeting Directions 

Directions to: La Señorita Mexican Restaurant 
2706 Lake Lansing Road, Lansing, MI 
Phone: 517-485-0166 
 
From the North (Mt. Pleasant): Take US-127 S 

to the Lake Lansing Road Exit #79 and get 
into the middle turn lane. At the light at the 
end of the exit ramp, turn RIGHT onto Lake 
Lansing Road then LEFT at the first traffic 
light onto Kerry St. (a Mobil Service Station 
will be on your left). Take the first LEFT off 
Kerry (just past the Mobil station) and turn 
LEFT again into La Señorita’s parking lot. 

 
From the South (Ann Arbor, Jackson, 

Kalamazoo): Take I-94 to US-127 N. Take 
Exit 8, 127 N toward Flint/Clare to the Lake 
Lansing Road Exit. From the exit ramp, turn 
LEFT at the traffic light onto W. Lake Lansing 
Road. Turn LEFT at the second traffic light 
onto Kerry St. (a Mobil Service Station will be 
on your left). Take the first LEFT off Kerry 
(just past the Mobil station) and turn LEFT 
again into La Señorita’s parking lot. 

 
From the West (Grand Rapids): Take I-96 East 

to merge onto I-69 North via Exit #89 toward 
Flint/Clare. Go 10 miles. Merge onto US-127 
S via Exit #89A toward E. Lansing. Go 3.2 
miles. Take the Lake Lansing Road Exit #79 
and get into the middle turn lane. At the light 
at the end of the exit ramp, turn RIGHT onto 
Lake Lansing Road then LEFT at the first 
traffic light onto Kerry St. (a Mobil Service 
Station will be on your left). Take the first 
LEFT off Kerry (just past the Mobil station) 
and turn LEFT again into La Señorita’s 
parking lot.  

 
From the East (Brighton): Take I-96 West to 

merge onto US-127 N via Exit #106B toward 
Downtown Lansing. Take Exit 8, 127N 
toward Flint/Clare to the Lake Lansing Road 
Exit #79. From the exit ramp, turn LEFT at 
the traffic light onto W. Lake Lansing Road. 
Turn LEFT at the second traffic light onto 
Kerry St. (a Mobil Service Station will be on 
your left). Take the first LEFT off Kerry (just 
past the Mobil station) and turn LEFT again 
into La Señorita’s parking lot. 

2008 MMRWA Meeting and 
Program Schedule 

MMRWA holds monthly meetings on a rotating basis in the areas of 
Grand Rapids, Jackson, Kalamazoo, and Lansing.  The Saturday 
luncheon meetings are held from 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in local 
restaurants and are open to the public.  Meetings begin with lunch 
(optional) and the programs start at approximately 1:30 p.m.  There is 
no charge for the meeting and program; luncheon charges are the 
responsibility of the individual attendees. 

January 19January 19January 19January 19 (Lansing): "Taxes and the Writer." Kathy Rampe of 
H&R Block, speaker.  

February 16February 16February 16February 16 (Kalamazoo): “A Soldier’s Story.” Heather and 
Curtiss Austin, married Marine reservists who spent time in 
Iraq, speakers. 

March 15March 15March 15March 15 (Grand Rapids): “So You’re Published, Now What? “ 
Loralee Lillibridge, speaker. 

April 18April 18April 18April 18----20202020 (St. Ives Resort, Stanwood, MI) “Retreat From 
Harsh Reality.” Cindy Dees, 2008 keynote speaker. 
Registered attendees only. 

May 17May 17May 17May 17 (Grand Rapids): “Working with an Agent.” Michelle 
Grajkowski of 3 Seas Literacy Agency, speaker.  Members 
only; not open to the public. 

June 21June 21June 21June 21 (Kalamazoo): “Psychic Investigations.” Kathy Condor , 
speaker.  

JulyJulyJulyJuly: No meeting. 
August 16August 16August 16August 16 (Lansing): "Buying Romance." Borders’ Romance 

Buyer Sue Grimshaw, speaker. 
September 20September 20September 20September 20 (Grand Rapids): “Subplotting to Success.” Lisa 

Childs, speaker. 
October 18October 18October 18October 18 (Jackson): “Write What You Love or Love What 

You Write.” Nancy Gideon, speaker. 
November 15November 15November 15November 15 (Kalamazoo): Civil War Dress Presentation. 
DecemberDecemberDecemberDecember 13 13 13 13 (Lansing): End of Year Business Meeting and 

Holiday Party. 

Calendar & Reminders 

J A N U A R Y  

01: The 2008 “I Will Write a Book” Challenge begins. 
      Exclusive MMRWA member registration opens for 

the 2008 Retreat From Harsh Reality. 
      Nominations open for the 2008 MMRWA Angel 

Award. 
31: Deadline for membership renewal before being 

dropped from the MMRWA roster. 
[Late January: Online registration available for the 2008 

RWA National Conference.] 

F E B R U A R Y  

02: Retreat From Harsh Reality registration opens to 
non-members. 

16:  Deadline for 2008 Angel Award nominations. 

M A R C H  

26: Retreat From Harsh Reality Reservations close. 
Final room arrangements and full registration fee 
due. 

 



 

Mid-Michigan Mirror 
 

January 2008 Page 3 
 

2008 OFFICERS 
 

President 
Annette Briggs 
info@midmichiganrwa.org 

Vice-president 
Lynette Curtis 
meetings@midmichiganrwa.org 

Co-Secretaries 
Jennifer Kamptner & Ami Weaver 
info@midmichiganrwa.org 

Treasurer 
Catherine McClain 
treasurer@midmichiganrwa.org 

 
2008 COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

 
Cover to Cover Editor 

Nancy Gideon, Interim Editor 
covertocover@midmichiganrwa.org 

Happily Ever After Contest 
Catherine McClain 
contest@midmichiganrwa.org 

Historian/Membership/Policy 
Dawn Bartley, 
members@midmichiganrwa.org 

I Will Write a Book/Write for the 
Money 

Flavia Crowner 
Library 

Lucy Kubash and Maris Soule 
Meetings/Programs 

Lynette Curtis 
meetings@midmichiganrwa.org 

Member Recognition 
Chair Needed 

MMRWA Angel Award 
Lucy Kubash 

Mystery Gifts 
Roger Nelson 

Newsletter Editor 
Lana Miersen 
mirror@midmichiganrwa.org 

PAN Liaisons 
Nancy Gideon & Loralee Lillibridge 

Perseverance Fund 
Catherine McClain 
treasurer@midmichiganrwa.org 

Publicity 
Chair Needed 

Retreat Chair 
Pam Trombley 
retreat@midmichiganrwa.org 

Retreat Speaker Chair 
Laurie Kuna 

RWA® Pro Liaison 
Tammy Kearly 

Website Liaison 
Lana Miersen 
info@midmichiganrwa.org 

The President’s 
Two Cents Worth 

By Annette Briggs 

What I love about January is that it’s all about hope. 
January heads our new year.  We’ve taken stock of our past 
year and whether or not it was what we wanted, we 
instinctively look forward.  We make our resolutions and we set 
our goals. 

I like lists. They keep my hope burning brightly. I can check 
off each item on the list when accomplished.  I not only get the 
reward from achieving the goal, I also get the satisfaction of 
crossing it off my list. 

Several qualities make my lists more productive. Choosing 
a deadline by which to accomplish a goal is one and having a 
measurable quantity to achieve is another. Such as: 

1. This week, write ten pages on my Work in Progress. 
2. Mail my query letter tomorrow. 
Another quality that works for me is choosing goals that 

may be challenging but are realistically possible.  Such as: 
1. Today, write three new blurbs for my completed 

manuscript. 
2. This week, research five possible markets for my 

completed manuscript. 
It’s reasonable to expect that I can accomplish these goals 

using the resources I have as a member of RWA®, MMRWA, 
and having access to the Internet. 

The final quality that helps me keep on track, and keeps me 
believing in my dreams, is to state exactly what I intend to do 
to make it happen. Such as: 

1. I’ll sharpen my pitches to editors by taking a pitch class 
in February. 

2. I need to brainstorm about chapter ten. I’ll take it to 
critique on Friday. 

As a chapter, we have some wonderful lists ahead of us in 
2008, too.  Our year’s programs and retreat are exciting.  We 
have a great contest to run.  We can expect to have many 
enriching experiences in the coming year—just check out our 
meeting list in the December Mirror. 

Let’s put Mid-Michigan on our lists for 2008. 
 
All the best, 

Annette 
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Background 
Software is information and information can be copied for 

pennies.  It can even be copied legally if the owner of the 
copyright allows.  The owner of the copyright licenses proprietary 
software to the user.  A proprietary license is written in a way 
that gives all the rights to the copyright owner.  The legal ability 
to use, make copies, to see the source code, to modify the 
source code is the sole right of the owner.  The next time you 
say yes to an End User License Agreement, or EULA, read the 
fine print, and then ask a lawyer what it means.  The owner of a 
copyright grants a user the license to use the software for a fee.  
(Bought any software lately? These fees are nowhere near 
nominal.) 

Open source software is written and distributed under a 
different licensing concept completely.  These licenses are 
written with the goal of giving the user almost as much rights to 
the software as the owner of the copyright.  The golden rules of 
what constitutes open source software can be found at 
http://www.opensource.org/docs/osd. But, those rules can be 
summarized as having 10 basic properties a few of which are: 
free distribution of executables, available source code, and 
allowing derived works. 

It's a completely different software model then the proprietary 
model.  To an open source advocate, software code should be 
available for use and review by all who desire.  In many cases, 
this can be hundreds of experienced and professional code 
writers.  In my opinion, software should be available to users 
without licensing fees.  Changes and improvements should be 
available to users and to the maintainer of a project to include in 
future releases. 

How Dirk Got Started 
I got involved with open source software around 1999.  A 

friend gave me a distribution of Linux.  A distribution of Linux is 
the most popular open source operating system combined with 
many other packages or projects to make a computer useable.  
I'm hooked I'm hooked my brain is cooked!  I've been using it 
ever since.  I use it at work, I use it at home.  At work, Linux is 
running on my workstation and four different servers.  These 
servers perform many functions for our business such as running 
the software that runs our sales, accounting and shop floor work 
order processing. 

September Program Recap, Part III: 

Everything You Didn’t Need to Know 
About Open Source Software (Almost) 

By Dawn and Dirk Bartley 

Dawn Bartley 

[For the techies amongst us, here is the final installment of Dirk Bartley’s 
talk from “The Male Perspective.” –Ed.] 

To an open source 
advocate, software code 
should be available for use 
and review by all who 
desire. 



 

Mid-Michigan Mirror 
 

January 2008 Page 5 
 

The Chapter publishes its 
business meeting minutes, 
treasurer’s reports, and other 
legal documents online in the 
files section of the members-
only MMRWABUSINESS list.  
See Policy, page 14. 

Dawn Bartley always knew she wanted to write. She attempted short 
bits of fiction in high school and some scribbled scenes during the less 
than thrilling classes in college. She loved writing so much she became 
a technical writer and worked for Stryker Instruments and Pfizer. She's  
now a stay-at-home doggy mom still working away on getting that first 
book published. Dawn also uses her creative juices to quilt and knit 
when she's not volunteering at the W. K. Kellogg Biological Station. 
 

For a while, I was a member and officer of a local Linux users 
group.  I created many technical presentations on different topics 
to the group.  I was able to learn and understand new 
applications of the open source software and share them with 
fellow professionals. 

Currently, I am the author and maintainer of a graphical user 
interface for a software package that helps computer system 
administrators put information that is on disks to tape at 
scheduled intervals for archival purposes.  In other words, it’s a 
visual representation of software used to backup files. This is 
rewarding work for me and it is always nice to find out that, on a 
regular basis, someone is using the results of a large quantity of 
my time.  I spent about every non-working waking hour of my life 
for seven months on it. (Trust me, he did! – Dawn ☺) 

How Can a Writer Benefit from Open Source Software? 
For the novice user who is more comfortable with using 

Microsoft® Windows, many open source software packages are 
available for use with a Microsoft® operating system.  Save 
bunches of money by choosing NOT to buy a proprietary office 
suite for writing, spreadsheets and presentations.  One 
alternative is Openoffice. Anyone can use Openoffice. It has 
almost all the functionality of Microsoft® Office and many 
features that MSOffice does not.  Most users of MSOffice only 
use two percent of the available features anyway.  

For more information on Openoffice go to: 
http://www.openoffice.org/  and for tools for writers using 
Openoffice: http://code.google.com/p/writertools/ MMMMMMMMMMMM 
 

Save bunches of money 
by choosing NOT to buy 
a proprietary office suite 
for writing, spreadsheets 
and presentations.  One 
alternative is Openoffice. 

January  

09090909 Roger Nelson 
13131313 Linda Cossel 
14141414 Rosanne Bittner 
14141414 Melissa Lucken 
17171717 Dana Corbit Nussio 
18181818 Aileen Hyne 
20202020 Joyce Soule 
25252525 Michelle Celmer 
25252525 Dawn Bartley 
29292929 Cindy Smith 

February  

4444 Lana Miersen  
6666 Catherine McClain 
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Member News 

Holly Bertram: Currently working on WIP. 
Rosanna Bittner: Completed an article for the January Mirror  about staying true 

to yourself when it comes to writing. Finished first ten chapters of a new book 
- an 1800's mail-order bride story with a twist.  Glad to be back to a subject I 
love best - America's Old West.  Tentative title:  East of Heaven . Up-dates to 
web site - new pictures and a new greeting.  Check out 
www.rosannebittner.com. Heading to Florida January 10-17, then to our 
condo in Vegas January 31-March 15. 

Jackie Braun: Back from China with my new son, Will. He is wonderful and has 
adapted well to us and his new home. He's still a little standoffish with his 
older brother, Daniel, but even that is improving. As for my writing, I received 
4 stars from Cataromance for my Jan. book. Here's a snippet of the review: 
“The smooth writing style and detailed research of Jackie Braun keeps her on 
the top of my “must buy” list. Moonlight And Roses  is such a pleasure to 
read and the characters Jaye and Zack are so simpatico. Their repartee and 
sexual tension added hugely to the entertainment value of their romantic 
story. Moonlight And Roses  by Jackie Braun will capture and delight one 
and all.” 

Annette Briggs: Just finished 3 online classes. My head is overflowing with new 
wisdom. 

Lila Chandler: Madly finishing final revisions to submit requested full around the 
1st of the year. Will resume freelance writing for local newspaper in January. 

Lynette Curtis: Working on current WIP, will finish by Valentine’s Day. 
Karen Holthof: Just returned from 3 months in Greece and plan to return. I’m 

working with Lee on a romance and looking forward to her feedback. 
Margo Hoornstra: Received contract for seventh short story. Trying to finish 

WIP. 
Barb Johnson: Working on my paranormal novel and planning a trip to Los 

Angeles and San Diego in January. 
Lucy Kubash: Looking at publishers to see where to submit book released from 

Trisk bankruptcy. Hope to get it sent off before Christmas. 
Laurie Kuna: Still working on ImaJinn #4. Went to Forensic University in 

November (sponsored by Sisters in Crime). Plan to spend more time writing 
over Christmas. 

Loralee Lillibridge: Working hard to finish manuscript for Special Edition. 
Brainstorming cozy mystery series. 

Melissa Lucken: Completing an Isabelle Drake book. New submission to 
Cerridwen Press accepted. Finalist in Brava’s Novella Contest..   

Catherine McClain: Got my GH entry sent in, enjoying family and writing for fun. 
Plan to send in some agent queries now that I have a polished entry! 

Lana Miersen: I had a “down the rabbit hole” experience researching and 
signing up for a Medicare plan—and I thought income tax returns were 
confusing!  Traveled and visited family during the holiday season. Lots of 
celebrating but no writing—except for the annual Christmas letter. 

Roger Nelson: Back from Texas vacation. Missed you all. 
Cindy Spencer Pape: Curses  is nominated for the CAPA in Best Erotic 

Paranormal. “Sorcerer’s Song” was selected for the September 2008 Ellora’s 
Caveman anthology. 

—CHAPTER CHATTER— 
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Cindy Smith: Submitted a novella to Ellora's Cave and is working on 
polishing two drafts for future submission. 

Maris Soule: My husband decided to be my publicist and is running me 
ragged. I finished the online class I taught in November. Hope to find 
time to work on my WIP before the end of the year. 

Lisa Childs Theeuwes: Have 2 Harlequin American manuscripts to finish 
by 1/4 and 1/14, so it’ll be another crazy Christmas. Still waiting to hear 
on Nocturne proposal. 

Ami Weaver: Placed third in Valley of the Sun's Hot Prospects Contest, 
short contemporary category, with The Wrong Mr. Right.  MMMMMMMMMMMM 

New Year’s Resolutions 

Dawn Bartley: I guess my will be the same as in the past, finish Remote 
Heart.  

Annette Briggs: I vow to have at least one ready-to-market manuscript 
completed. 

Lila Chandler: Finish solid draft of next novel; at least 2 rejections of a 
sale of my “winning” ms! ☺ 

Lynette Curtis: 1) Finish current WIP by 2/14. 2) Finish next project by 
8/1. 3) Submit like crazy! 

Wil Emerson: I resolve to focus more on submissions, attending more 
meetings and decreasing the outside distractions.  May be pie in the 
sky plans but I'm gonna work hard to be published again. 

Karen Holthof: Have a best-seller. (Ha!) 
Margo Hoornstra: Get a website up and running AND keep up with it! 
Barb Johnson: Finish the book; start the next. 
Lucy Kubash: Set two days per week for writing to complete new ms. 
Laurie Kuna: Total world domination!  [What a pity Laurie has so little 

ambition. --Ed.] 
Loralee Lillibridge: Sell!! 
Cathy McClain: Biggest resolution for the New Year is to get back on the 

exercise wagon and lose some of this weight!  I plan to fit into that little 
black dress I bought! My other goal is to quit making excuses and get 
some writing in every day, even if it's only for half an hour and a couple 
of sentences. 

Lana Miersen: Ditto to what Cathy wrote!! 
Roger Nelson: I won’t share spinach with a stranger. I will finish my 

canoeing and running books. 
Cindy Spencer Pape: New Year’s Resolutions? Is it that time already?  

Well, there are always the old stand-by’s. Eat less, exercise more, write 
more—that would be good.  Maybe make it to at least one MMRWA 
meeting? 

Maris Soule: I will finish The Beekeeper’s Daughter . 
Lisa Childs Theeuwes: 2008 goal—write 4 categories and 1 single title. 
Ami Weaver: 1) To fully complete my 2 category WIPs--one of which I'm 

querying in January. 2) Write/revise 1,000 words per day. 
3) To not talk myself out of #1 and #2. MMMMMMMMMMMM 
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Members’ Current and 
Upcoming Releases 

Jodi Lynn Copeland, Handyman , Kensington Aphrodisia 
Cindy Spencer Pape, Teach Me  (Torrid Tarot Novel), 
Ellora's Cave  
 

January 2008 

Jackie Braun, Moonlight and Roses , Harlequin Romance. 
Isabelle Drake, Satisfaction Guaranteed , Cerridwen 

Press.  
Gail Gaymer Martin, Family In His Heart , Steeple Hill Love 

Inspired, 4-1/2 stars in RT. 
Cindy Spencer Pape, Stone and Earth  (Jewels of the Nile 

Quickie), Ellora’s Cave.  
 

March 2008 

Future Releases 

Patti Shenberger, The Laird's Lady , Spring 08, Wild 
Rose Press. 
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—THE WRITING LIFE— 

Lessons Learned – Bridges Not Burned 

By Rosanne Bittner 

When Lana asked me to write an article for the very first issue of the 
Mirror  for 2008, she suggested it be about "reinventing" myself in 
another genre.  Well, I gave that a lot of thought, and you know what?  
There is no such thing as "reinventing" ourselves.  What is in our hearts 
to write never changes, no matter what the genre.  Our "voice" never 
changes, nor does the fact that if you want to do a good job no matter 
what the genre, you'd better love your characters, love your subject 
matter, love your setting and time period and just plain love writing.  
Never, EVER write something just because that's what's popular at the 
moment and ALWAYS write from the heart.   

I've spent the last three years working on a World War II story, not 
necessarily a popular genre, mind you, but a subject about which I've 
always wanted to write.  When my agent suggested I try something 
different, I figured it was time to write this story. 

Well, that was three years and a lot of mistakes ago.  I could write half 
a book about all the things that went wrong with this project and why I'm 
still not satisfied with the way the book itself was handled.  However, I 
did learn some valuable lessons, and that's what this article is about – 
lessons learned and bridges not burned.   

Writing about World War II is not all that different in genre from the 
other 57 books I've written, even though most of those were set in 
America's Old West.  The basic theme is still American History, which I 
love with a passion.  However, because I had it in my head that since 
this was supposedly a "new" genre for me, I became a bit paranoid about 
the entire project.  I felt I would be "judged" as to whether I was capable 
of writing anything but the Old West.  My writing skills somehow flew out 
the window with a B52 bomber and I forgot some of the basic "must-do's" 
of writing.   

Primarily, I forgot that my characters needed goals, motivation and 
conflict.  I became so wrapped up in World War II history that I made that 
fatal mistake a lot of NEW writers make – one I made when I first started 
writing about the Old West.  That mistake was to try too hard to show 
readers my "vast knowledge" of my subject.  I was so worried about 
getting my W.W.II facts straight that I completely forgot about the 
characters themselves.   

My agent and a free-lance editor I hired both kept telling me their 
main problem with the book was that they didn't really care about the 
characters.  The history was there, the action was there (something I've 
never had a problem with), the love scenes were fine, everything flowed 
just fine – but the hero and heroine had no real goal or motivation for the 
decisions they made.  I had it in my head that the war (and essentially 
patriotism) was the motivation for their decisions.   They both join the war 
effort – he as a soldier – she as a nurse.  The war, of course, separates 

Rosanne Bittner 

[Rosanne Bittner, the voice of experience,  jump-starts our writing year by weighing in 
on “reinventing” ourselves as writers in another genre—or do we really? –Ed.]  

My point here is –
changing genres 
doesn't mean you 
need to change 
HOW you write. 
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these two, as happens in any war.  They both fear never seeing one 
another again.  However, there had to be something more pressing than 
that between these two people, something going on that was more 
important even than the war.  Their decision to join the war effort had to 
be more than just patriotism. 

It took only one conversation with another writer (my good friend 
Janet Wiist in Las Vegas – a member of the Cactus Rose Chapter of 
RWA) to open my eyes to what I was doing wrong.  She had an entirely 
fresh look at my book and said – quite simply – "Rosanne, these 
characters have no real goals, no motivation for the decisions they make, 
and no conflict to carry them through the story.  It's not about the war – 
it's about your hero and heroine." 

Janet was right.  I ended up re-structuring the entire concept of the 
story.  I completely re-wrote the beginning and ending of the book.  The 
middle was fine (my war scenes).   I just needed to create conflict that 
would make the readers CARE about my characters and what happens 
to them both before and after they go off to war. 

My point here is –changing genres doesn't mean you need to change 
HOW you write.  Creating characters my readers love to love, or love to 
hate, has never been a problem for me.  Yet somehow I failed to do that 
in this story, and it's partly because I was so worried abut writing the 
perfect book in a new genre that I forgot what it takes to get readers 
involved in a story's characters.  I love the W.W.II era, and so I 
concentrated on bringing that to life – but I didn't bring my 
CHARACTERS to life.   

Worse, I allowed myself to be intimidated by the fact that I was writing 
something different.  I figured that meant people would expect a 
completely different Rosanne Bittner as a writer.  I even used a 
pseudonym so I wouldn't be judged as Rosanne Bittner but rather as a 
new writer.  Well, guess what?  When I finally sold this book, Harlequin 
wanted to use Rosanne Bittner.  

The key to writing well in a new genre is to remember what compelled 
you to write in the first place.  I my case it was simply to desire to tell a 
good story.  And that's what I am – a storyteller.  I don't use fancy words, 
and I don't use a lot of narrative.  I don't take three pages to describe a 
setting because, though some writers can make that interesting, I can't.  
What I'm good at is believable characters that seem so real I've even had 
readers write and ask me if they truly did exist.  I'm good at action and 
dialog because that's exactly what I love when I'm reading someone 
else's book.  Somehow, I missed the target on all of that in the first 
version of my W.W.II book – and even in several re-writes.  I think I 
actually panicked because for the first time in my writing career my agent 
didn't like the book.  That really blew my mind.  After that, I couldn't see 
the forest for the trees and I was beginning to think I'd lost that writer's 
touch and maybe my career was over. 

I did some serious thinking, and I read some of my own books.  This, 
my friends, is very important if you're going through a slump in your 
writing.  Read your own material and ask yourself why those books sold.  
Reading my own books helped refresh my memory as to why I write in 
the first place.  I have a story to tell, and in all my other books, I was 
totally in love with my characters.  They were very real to me.  And the 
best way to fall in love with your characters is to create real goals for 
them, give them real motivation for what they do, and create the conflict 
necessary to make readers turn the pages to see what's going to happen 
next.  Reading my own books helped me remember that all I had to do 
was to wrap my characters  INTO the history, rather than make the 

The key to writing 
well in a new genre 
is to remember what 
compelled you to 
write in the first 
place. 
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Rosanne Bittner is the author of 57 published novels over the past 25 years, 
nearly all of them set in America's Old West, many involving Native 
Americans, and a few set against the Civil War.  She's won numerous writing 
awards and her book, SONG OF THE WOLF, was a 1993 RITA nominee. 
 

history the primary story.  In all my other books, I always managed to 
"show" the history through my characters' involvement.   In this case, the 
fact that I needed to learn some W.W.II factual history to make this story 
real became a bit of an obsession with me, and I forgot about my 
characters. 

My title, Lessons Learned – Bridges Not Burned – refers to the fact 
that there is a lot to learn when changing genres, but it doesn't mean 
"reinventing" yourself or forgetting WHY you write and what people love 
about your writing.  Don't burn the bridges of your past books just 
because you're trying something new.  And don't freak out if the genre 
you normally write isn't selling well at this particular time.  What goes 
around, comes around.    Unless you really, really WANT to write in a 
different genre, stick with what you love.  And if you do change genres, 
always remember what's really important and what never changes NO 
MATTER WHAT YOUR STORY IS ABOUT – Goal, Motivation and 
Conflict.  Most of all, write characters who are so real to you that you cry 
with them, laugh with them, and care what happens to them.  I can't read 
the last chapter of my W.W.II book now without crying, so I know I finally 
got it right. 

You can write in a new genre, but you can't "reinvent" yourself.  You 
can't "write" differently than the way you've always written.  Your voice 
never changes, and the reason you write never changes.  Nor does your 
love for one particular genre change.  My next few books will be set in 
America's Old West again.  That's not to say I won't try yet another 
genre, but I doubt I will ever stray far from what I love best, which is 
history.  Most likely, I'll change setting and time period, perhaps Ancient 
Rome.  But my love for history will never change, nor will my desire to 
write a really good love story set against that history.  When it comes to 
new genres, I'll learn new lessons and new information necessary for my 
story, but I'll cross back over those bridges to my past books and try to 
remember what my readers loved about them and what I loved about 
them. 

You all know that after finally selling my W.W. II story, the line it sold 
to was dropped, so now I am waiting for a publication date – waiting to 
learn through which venue Harlequin will publish the book – and I still 
don't know what title they will use.  That's why the only thing I can call it 
for now is "my World War II story."  In the meantime, I've learned a lot, 
including the incredible amount of useless words we can pack into a 
book.  I had to cut 20,000 words from the story for Harlequin, and it 
turned out not to be that difficult.  It really tightened up my story, so there 
is another "lesson learned."   

I hope all of you have a happy, successful 2008.  And if you want to 
try something new, don't let yourself be intimidated by the fact that you 
are trying a new genre.  Just write in the winning way you have always 
written, and you'll turn out yet another great story! MMMMMMMMMMMM 

When it comes to new 
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Top Ten Reasons Why I Write 

By Lynette Curtis 

Happy New Year!  In the grand tradition of David 
Letterman, I thought I’d ring in 2008 by sitting down 
and listing the top ten reasons why I write.  I hope 
your reasons are much more poignant than mine.  
☺ 

10—I have delusions of Grandeur. 
9—I enjoy self-torture. 
8—I enjoy putting so much of myself in my writing 

and getting little in return. 
7—I like manipulating people, even if it’s my own 

characters. 
6—It gives me a valid excuse not to clean the 

kitchen. 
5—I’m addicted to drama, so when it’s not there I 

have to create it. 
4—I want someone to have a happily ever after, 

even if I have to create characters and give it to 
them myself. 

3—I get warm and fuzzy staring at a blank screen 
and praying for the next word to appear from the 
heavens and onto my computer. 

2—I get a kick out of complete strangers telling 
me what crap my writing  is. 

1—I love shouting out my hero’s name during 
intimate moments and listening to my husband yell, 
“who’s that?” MMMMMMMMMMMM 

Lynette Curtis 

Lynette Curtis spends her mornings frantically writing before she has to rush 
to get her family ready for the day.  She finds other writing time by 
manipulating her desk at work so they think she's editing medical research 
policies instead of her manuscript and by scrimping on household chores.  
She's currently going through an extensive background check with the police 
department.  They're investigating EVERY single thing that has happened in 
her life from the time she turned fourteen! 
 

[I’m not exactly sure the following was what Rosanne had in mind when she 
urged us to remember why we write. It is  our chuckle for the month, however. 
–Ed.]  
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Brochures for our upcoming Retreat From Harsh Reality were mailed 
out in early January.  If you haven't received yours yet, please contact 
Pam Trombley via private email and we'll send you another one!  
Registration is open for members only through February 2 and then we'll 
open it up to non-members.  Don't delay registering!  You can send in the 
minimum deposit of $50 to hold your spot then pay the balance before 
the deadline of March 26.   A deposit will also hold your room selection, 
which is important too if you're planning to spend the weekend.  We have 
a limited number of rooms available and when they're gone, they're 
gone.  If you need a custom package (other than the ones listed on the 
registration form), please contact Pam privately for pricing. 

So call your friends and fellow writers, get set with roommates (no 
more than four to a room please) and send in your deposits.  We only 
accept 50 and this year promises to be another great one! 

The brochure mailing also included the order form for our MMRWA 
gear - T-shirts, sweatshirts, polo shirts, stickers and more.  Deadlines for 
ordering are the same as Retreat.  You don't have to attend Retreat to 
order gear since it can be carried to the next chapter meeting or you can 
make arrangements to have it shipped directly to you.  If you're attending 
Retreat, you will receive your order when you arrive. 

We are in need of a few more "helping hands" to assist in getting 
organized before the actual Retreat.  Please contact Pam Trombley if 
you can spare some time to help make this spring's Retreat the best 
ever.  Don't be shy!  Even if you've never attended before, we have a job 
for you! 

See you in April! 
Pam Trombley 
Retreat Chair 
pamtrombley@charter.net MMMMMMMMMMMM 

Registration is open for 
members only through 
February 2 and then 
we'll open it up to non-
members. 

RETREAT IS COMING! 

RETREAT IS COMING!!! 
 
By Pam Trombley 

Retreat Chair Pam Trombley 

GDRWA extends invitation to enter its 

annual “Between the Sheets” Contest 
Our sister chapter, Greater Detroit RWA, is accepting entries for its 

annual Between the Sheets contest.  Enter your best love scene, up to 
10 pages – anything from sweet to erotic. 

Final judges: Leah Hultenschmidt, Dorchester; Diana Ventimiglia, 
Harlequin/Silhouette; Elaine English, Elaine P. English Literary Agency. 

1st Place: $100 
2nd Place: $50 
3rd Place: $25 
Open to all RWA members unpublished in book-length fiction. $20 

entry fee, multiple submissions allowed.  Deadline: February 14, 2008.  
Entry includes one page unjudged setup.  For more information, entry 
form and guidelines, go to www.gdrwa.org or email bts@gdrwa.org. MMMMMMMMMMMM 
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It’s a January thing; we’re looking back and looking 
ahead again. 

Our January program has us looking back at last year’s 
income and expenses—what to report, what to deduct and 
how to do it right. 

Looking ahead, Dawn and Dirk Bartley encourage us to 
save money by trying something different in the New Year: 
open source software. 

Rosanne Bittner’s article has us doing both—looking 
back to remember why we started writing in the first place 
and looking ahead to the challenge of writing in a different 
genre while remaining true to your voice. 

With tongue planted solidly in cheek, Lynette Curtis 
takes stock of her reasons for writing, both then and now. 

Chapter President Annette Briggs and Treasurer Cathy 
McClain are back for a return engagement (bless them) 
and we welcome three new officers to the Board in 2008. 
New vice-president Lynette Curtis already demonstrated 
her enthusiasm for her job by arranging a lineup of stellar 
programs for 2008 before she took office. Way to go, 
Lynette! 

The New Year also brings a new “I Will Write a Book” 
Challenge.  It’s a great way to get those writing juices 
flowing again after all the distractions of the holiday 
season. To enter, send the title of your work in progress to 
Flavia Crowner by June 30, and send your $5.00 entry fee 
to chapter treasurer Cathy McClain. To be eligible for the 
end-of-year drawing at our December meeting, send a 
copy of the last page of your manuscript to Flavia by 
November 30. 

We have the Retreat From Harsh Reality to look 
forward to in the spring, and we can be sure that Retreat 
Chair Pam Trombley will do her usual outstanding job to 
make it another memorable event. 

In a future issue, we’ll have news of the 2008 HEA 
Contest from our new Contest Coordinator Cathy McClain. 

It’s plain to see that 2008 is shaping up to be a very 
happy and eventful new year for MMRWA! 

Lana Miersen, Editor 

New Year, New Challenges Submission Guidelines 
Topics: writing-related—business/marketing, 

craft, how-to, interviews with industry 
professionals, book reviews, member news, 
member bios, members’ latest releases, 
and program recaps, etc. 

Manuscripts: single-spaced, readable 12 pt. 
black font, no special formatting or colors, 
one-inch margins, saved in rich text format. 

Deadline: the 2nd Saturday of the month, 
unless otherwise stated. Member News 
deadline is the 3rd Saturday (meeting day).  

The Mid-Michigan Mirror’s policy is to offer 
our original MMRWA articles to other RWA® 
chapters and loops to use with all credits given 
unless the author specifies restrictions in the 
article. The Mirror staff reserves the right to 
edit submissions for such things as spelling or 
typographical errors, punctuation, grammar, 
size requirements, etc., and content with 
author’s approval. 

RWA® sister chapters may reprint any 
information in this newsletter providing credit is 
given to MMRWA, The Mid-Michigan Mirror, 
and the article’s author. Non-RWA® groups 
must secure permission from the author.  

The opinions expressed in this newsletter 
are not necessarily those of RWA®, or of the 
MMRWA and its individual members. Market 
information contained herein does not 
constitute an endorsement by RWA® or 
MMRWA. Readers are urged to determine for 
themselves the reliability and integrity of those 
with whom they deal.  Writers are encouraged 
to check market report accuracy through the 
RWA® Hotline, (281) 440-6885, press 8. 

Mid-Michigan RWA is a not-for-profit 
professional writers’ organization incorporated 
in the State of Michigan. The business meeting 
minutes, treasurer’s reports, and other legal 
documents of the corporation are published 
online in the files section of the restricted, 
members-only MMRWABUSINESS list. 

The Mid-Michigan Mirror is a publication of 
Mid-Michigan Chapter #12 of Romance Writers 
of America®.  Copyright  ©2008 by the Mid-
Michigan Romance Writers of America.  All 
rights reserved, unless otherwise stated. 

Non-members seeking information about 
Mid-Michigan RWA, our meetings, and joining 
our chapter, may email our membership chair 
at members@midmichiganrwa.org, write to 
MMRWA, P.O. Box 2725, Kalamazoo, MI 
49003-2725, or visit our chapter online at 
www.midmichiganrwa.org to learn all about us. 

—THE LAST WORD— 

Policy 

Chapter Information 
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Return Service Requested 
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MMRWA 2008 RENEWAL FORM 
 

NAME: ___________________________________________________        DATE: _____________________________ 
 
ADDRESS: _______________________________________________    CITY: ________________________________ 
 
PHONE NUMBER (        ) ______________________________  STATE: ____________  ZIP: ____________________ 
 
EMAIL: _______________________________ FAX: ________________  WEBSITE: ___________________________ 
 
You must be an RWA (national) member in good standing to renew your MMRWA membership. 
RWA Membership Number _________________ (Required)     Birth date (month & day only) ____________________ 
 
 Annual Dues:   $24.00 
 Optional--Printed/mailed copy of newsletter (newsletter is available free on-line):                   15.00** 
 * Sunshine Fund (if you did not submit to MMRWA newsletter in 2007):   1.00 
  
 Total enclosed (make payable to MMRWA):  $ ________ 

Mail to Treasurer: Catherine McClain, 611 Canal St., Eaton Rapids, MI 48827 
 

* If you joined MMRWA in 2007, your bio was your submission to the newsletter. 
 **Price increase because of the rising cost of postage and printing materials. 

Reminder: January 31, 2008 is the deadline for membership renewal to avoid removal from the MMRWA roster. 
If you overlooked renewing your membership, another renewal form is included above for your convenience. 
 


