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The President’s Message 
By Florence Price 

 

 

Our November 19th MMRWA Chapter Meeting in 
Grandville offered another awesome program! A big 
THANK YOU goes out to Cindy Arends for her fantastic 
(and informative) presentation on Promotion.  
 
The votes are in and your 2012 Board has been elected into 

office. I’ll be extending my term as President until the end of 2012, and Lucy 
Kubash will also be extending her term as Past President until the end of 2012. 
Alyssa Marble will be the 2012 President-Elect, Margo Hoornstra will have 
another term as Vice-President/Programs, Rosanne Bittner will continue as 
Treasurer and our fabulous Mid-Michigan Mirror Editor, Jennifer Lowery-
Kamptner will be our new Secretary. 
 
During the November meeting we, once again, discussed the RWA’s myRWA 
Chapter Websites platform. Please take a look at the Washington D.C. Romance 
Writers’ (http://www.wrwdc.com) and The Beau Monde – An RWA® Special 
Interest Chapter (http://main.thebeaumonde.com), both of which use the 
platform. At some point-in-time, this subject will be put up for vote by the 
membership. Please contact me at greg-flo.091094@sbcglobal.net if you have any 
questions regarding this topic. 
 
I hope to see many of you at the December 10th Holiday Party that will be held 
this year at Crane’s Pie Pantry Restaurant in Fennville 
(http://www.cranespiepantry.com). There will be an optional gift exchange 
(limited to $10.00) and a short business meeting, but until then… 
 
Happy Writing! 
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MMRWA 2011 Monthly Meeting Schedule 
The December MMRWA Meeting is our annual end of year business meeting and 

holiday party.  We will have a short business meeting followed by our annual Christmas 

party.  There is an optional gift exchange for the holiday party with a $10 limit. 

Also, at the holiday party on December 10th, one name will be drawn to win 
$62.50.  You do not have to be present to win. 

The following people met the chapter's challenge to finish a book this year: 
 

Laurie Kuna 
 

Pat Klein 
 

Kim Gouwens 
 

Treasa Davidson 
 

Nancy Gideon 
 

Tracy Roper 
 

Diane Burton 
 

Several people have written that although they didn't finish their book 
their stories progressed farther than they would have without the incentive. 

Also, our chapter's coffers were enriched by $62.50. So, thanks to everyone who 
entered. 

 
 

 

This Month’s Meeting 
December 10 at 11:30 

Crane’s Pie Pantry Restaurant 
6054 124th Avenue 

Fennville, MI 49407 
269-561-2297 

 
 

Directions to Crane’s Pie Pantry Restaurant: 
 
From Grand Rapids:   
Take I-196 West.  Take exit 34 for M-89 toward Fennville.  Turn left onto M-89 
E/124th Avenue.  Destination will be on the right. 
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From Kalamazoo: 
Take US-131 N.  Take exit 49B to merge onto M-89 W/Allegan St. toward 
Allegan.  Continue to follow M-89 W.  Turn left onto Cutler Street.  Continue 
onto M-40 N/M-89 W/Western Avenue.  Continue to follow M-40 N/M-89 W.  
Turn left onto M-89 W/124th Avenue.  Destination will be on the left. 
From Lansing: 
Follow I-96 W to exit 46 and merge onto M-6 W toward Holland.  Keep left at the fork, 

follow signs for I-196 W/Holland and merge onto I-196 W.  Take exit 34 for M-89 

Fennville.  Turn left onto M-89 E/124th Avenue.  Destination will be on the right.   

 

 

 

Member News and Recent Sales 

Annette Briggs: I am still working on my steampunk story and collecting all the 
history necessary to make it plausible in its fantasy universe. Hope to have it 
completely first drafted by New Year's Eve. 

Rosanne Bittner:  Just learned her entire SAVAGE DESTINY series will be 
published as e-books for Kindle, probably sometime in January!  Thanks to Pat 
Lazarus she has new covers for all the books and Kindle will pay for conversion 
of the print books to e-books and they plan lots of promo!  Excitedly waiting for 
the release of WILDEST DREAMS in print and as e-books in February through 
Sourcebooks.  Planning an on-line Valentine's Day Party! 

Alyssa Marble: It's been a busy month. I am now represented by Agent Nikki 
Terpilowski. I joined a blog of historical romance writers called the Dashing 
Duchesses. We post a blog every Monday and have a twitter chat every 
Wednesday at noon. Come join the Duchesses for tea! We hope to see you there! 

Diane Burton: My website is up. www.dianeburton.com.  I have an author page 
on Face Book and on Amazon.  Best of all, my book Switched is now available as 
an eBook. 

Patty Gordon, w/a Patricia Kiyono: My second novella, The Christmas Phoenix, was 
released by Astraea Press on Black Friday. It's available as an e-book from 
Astraea Press, Amazon, and Barnes and Noble. 

Loralee Lillibridge: Won two books from two author blogs. The Legend eBook by 
Patty Kiyono and Wicked Women Whodunit from Nancy J. Cohen. Need time to 
read!  Turned in revisions for HILL COUNTRY MAN to Tell-Tale editor and 
working on promo with My Girl Friday for Feb. release.  Completing cozy 

http://www.dianeburton.com/
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mystery for Bell Bridge Books for spring or summer 2012 release.  Looking 
forward to Retreat. 

Kim Gouwens: I have some news, but it's not writing related.  I have not one, but 
two Boy Scouts of America Eagle Scouts!  Both of my twin sons received this 
honor.  For anyone who's not familiar with scouts, this is a national honor.  You 
are required to achieve rank advancements, complete merit badges, and design, 
organize, complete and document a service project.  Plus, there are multiple 
review meetings you must schedule and pass.  If you complete all of this, you 
still have to pass a board of review made up of troop committee members and 
district council members.  If you pass this, then your paperwork is sent to TX for 
national review.  After all this, you have to wait for the local council to send you 
a letter stating you are an Eagle Scout.  I am so proud of my sons! 
 
Tracy Brogan:  I spent the last month with BICHOK, polishing my historical 
manuscript, HIGHLAND PROMISE, just in time to enter it into the Golden Heart 
contest, the I WILL WRITE A BOOK contest, and also a few other chapter 
contests. Let’s see what happens! My second contemporary novel, MISSING 
YOU, is a finalist in the Golden Palm contest. I recently helped launch a new 
website of historical writers, The Dashing Duchesses. Each Monday we post a 
new blog and each Wednesday we have a live twitter chat. Join us at 
http://dashingduchesses.com.  I just learned I am a finalist in the Houston, 
RWA Emily Contest for contemporary, MISSING YOU.  (That was a fun surprise 
since I forgot I had entered it!) 

Laurie Kuna: Well, my news is that about a week before Thanksgiving, I sent in 
my requested manuscript--a regency-era romance--to Lauren Plude at Grand 
Central Publishing. So, now I get to sit and wait for who knows how long for a 
reply.  

Florence Price: I've been extremely busy with my Virtual Assistant business, 

getting ready for the Christmas Holiday and keeping up with all the little ones. I 

hope everyone has a wonderful and safe Holiday! 

Julie McMullen: I signed up for NaNoWriMo (National Novel Writing Month) for 
the month of November.  While I didn't come close to finishing a 50,000 word 
novel, I did establish several good writing habits that I intend to improve upon 
this month and beyond.  I've been busy working on Retreat From Harsh Reality 
2012 -- look for the brochures to become available later this month.  I "retired" 
from one of my jobs to free up more time to spend with my family and to work 
on my writing.  I wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a New Year filled with 
plenty of twisted plots, hunky heroes and spunky heroines! 
 

http://dashingduchesses.com/
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Between the Covers with Diane 
Burton! 
By Nancy Gideon, MMRWA PAN Liaison 
 
I’m excited to invite former MMRWA president 
Diane Burton back to Between the Covers!  I’d 
interviewed her when her first book, Switched was 
released by ImaJinn Books, then our mutual 
publisher.  I loved Switched and couldn’t wait for her planned sequel.  I waited.  
And waited.  But career paths don’t always behave the way we want them to. 
Diane’s here to talk about those learning curves life throws at us.  (Note: an 
abridged version of this interview was posted on my blog to celebrate the e-book 
launch of Switched.  This is the interview in its entirety, so there’s more good 
stuff to read.) 
BTC: Welcome back!  What made you decide to enter the e-pub world with 
SWITCHED? 
 
Diane:   Thanks, Nancy. I'm glad to be back. I got a Kindle last fall and 
discovered how great ebooks are. (Yes, I'm late to the party.) I wanted to 
publish the sequel to Switched (Switched Too). I understood most publishing 
houses don't want a sequel to a book they haven't published. At the MMRWA 
Retreat last spring, I heard how writers were publishing their backlists (and 
new works) using Amazon's Kindle Direct Publishing and Smashwords. And 
here we are. Switched has a new life. 
 
BTC: It’s been awhile . . . How much has changed in the industry since the last 
time you were stumping to promote a book?  The Good, the Bad, the Ugly? 
 
Diane:   The good is that much more stomping can be done at the computer. 
However, that means you have to be really Internet savvy and willing to jump 
into the social media pool. I jumped straight into the deep end and thought I 
was drowning. It can be intimidating. Plus, it's scary to put yourself out there. 
But, I have so many great examples to follow—you, Loralee Lillibridge, 
Rosanne Bittner, Margo Hoornstra, Maris Soule. I checked out your blogs and 
figured out how to do one. I joined FaceBook and developed an author page. 
Since my old website disappeared along with the server it was on, I had to 
design a new one. I'm still learning. BTW, the MMRWA program on Social 
Media that Maris's daughter, Mia Johnson, did last fall was so helpful—
especially, the take-home CD with all her notes. There's so much more to do, 
promotion-wise. But, I'm taking it one step at a time, starting here. So, thanks, 
for the invitation. 
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BTC: A lot of authors with backlists are considering bringing them out in e-
format (waving hand). How difficult was it to do all the formatting?  Was there 
someplace specific you went to get the how-to information? 
 
Diane:   It was more tedious than difficult to do the formatting. I still had the 
original digital file for Switched unlike some authors' backlists that were pre-
computer. I used Smashwords' owner Mark Coker's Style Guide: How to 
Format, Publish, and Distribute an Ebook. When it showed up on a blog I 
follow, "Free Kindle Books Plus a Few Other Tips", I saw it as a sign. The free 
guide took me step-by-step through the process of preparing the manuscript 
for ebook formats (which Smashwords then distributes). If a writer has the 
time (and, believe me, it takes time), it can be done. For those who don't have 
the time or inclination, there are people willing to do it for a fee. Coker has a 
list and, I'm sure, all an author needs to do is ask around on-line for 
recommendations. 
I will add a caveat here. Before attempting to self-publish, an author needs to 
make sure the manuscript has been well edited. There are many poorly 
written, poorly edited self-published ebooks out there. Don't be one of them. 
If you don't have a friend with an eye for the big picture as well as the nit-
picky details, hire someone to edit your book. 
 
BTC: You stepped away from the publishing race for some time.  What 
discouraged you and how did you overcome it to get back in the game? 
 
Diane:   I'm glad you asked that question. Sometimes, life throws you a 
curveball. After Switched was originally released, several things happened in 
my professional and personal life. Each by itself was not too difficult to 
overcome. But the combination was staggering. I made mistakes with the 
sequel and my editor hated my heroine so much she wanted to shove her out 
an airlock. After many rewrites, the book was rejected. I was devastated. I had 
an agent who talked a good game but (I'm convinced) didn't send out my 
work. I lost momentum and began losing confidence. My husband was 
downsized. So while he looked for another job, I got one so we had health 
insurance. I lost three women who were very important to me—my mother, 
mother-in-law, and aunt—from prolonged illnesses. A granddaughter was 
born (the really good part in all this). I wanted to be part of her life but lived 
five hours away. I wrote during most of that period, getting up at 5 am to write 
before work—taking a page out of your book, Nancy. Near the end, stress got 
the best of me so I took a hiatus. That sounds better than quitting, doesn't it? 
Once, I allowed myself to grieve, got my priorities in order, and left an 
increasingly stressful job, I gave myself time to enjoy life. That's when I 
started writing again. For the fun of it. Publishing was not a concern. I wrote 
because I wanted to tell stories. The old enthusiasm came back along with the 
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desire to see the stories I'd written in print. Besides, you and Laurie Kuna kept 
kicking me in the butt to get back into the game. 
 
BTC: Do you foresee e-pubbing by authors as a threat to traditional publishing?  
Are you going to pursue both? 
 
Diane:   From what I've read, the traditional publishing industry has been 
slow to change. In these days of instant everything, any industry that doesn't 
change with the times loses. Who knew how quickly readers would embrace 
ebooks? What we (the older generation) forgot was we started our kids on this 
path when we gave them their first Atari or Nintendo. As adults, they 
embraced the electronic revolution, leaving the rest of us in the dust. A writer 
who doesn't capitalize on that loses a huge audience. That said, there are still 
those who love physical books, myself included. So, yes, I'm pursuing print 
publishing, also. 
 
BTC: With so many e-titles flooding the market, 
what are you doing to capture the attention of a 
would be fan? 
 
Diane:   I'm learning as much as I can about self-
promotion in the Digital Age. As mentioned, I 
checked out other authors' websites and blogs. I 
learn best by example. I'm reading what others say 
on-line about how they're promoting their books. I 
read your book Getting It Out There: PR and Social 
Media for Writers. Very helpful, by the way. I'm 
putting into practice what I learned. 
 
BTC: What’s the story behind SWITCHED and the 
soon to be released original, SWITCHED TOO, both literally and fictionally? 
 
Diane:   Switched is a space adventure. It's the story of twins who were 
separated before birth. Yep, you read that right—before birth. Jessie was raised 
on Earth, Veronese on an alien planet. When Veronese goes AWOL from her 
starship to meet her biological family in Ann Arbor, Michigan, Jessie is 
"beamed" aboard the starship by mistake. She's a wise-cracking free-spirit—a 
good sport, just one of the boys—who's never met a guy who raises her heart 
rate. Until she meets the hunky captain. Marcus is flummoxed by his 
unexpected visitor who displays all the emotions he forces himself to 
suppress—a regular Mr. Spock. As Marcus and Jessie work together to save the 
crew and themselves from sabotage, their mutual attraction escalates until 
treachery forces them into decisions that tear them apart. Switched, Too is 
Veronese's story. 
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Switched came out of my fascination with space travel. Ever since the U.S. took 
its first baby steps by sending men into space, I've been excited about the 
prospect of exploring other worlds. Star Trek, the original series, whetted my 
appetite. My fascination really took off when I heard John Williams' score to 
Star Wars. Now that was space adventure. Skip several years and I started 
writing romances. Received a lot of rejections. Was told there's no market for 
futuristic romances. I wrote one anyway because it was fun. Then, I heard 
about ImaJinn Books, a niche publisher of paranormal romances. The 
publisher liked Switched and gave me my first break. Switched was published 
in 2001. After it went out of print, I got the rights back. Skip a few more years 
and Switched has a new life as an ebook. There are some differences in this 
version, new scenes, changes in others, but the story is the same. I mention 
that (here and in all the descriptions) because I don't want those who bought 
the original to feel conned by the new cover into thinking this is a new book. 
 
BTC: How cool is it seeing your name on a book cover again (especially a 
gorgeous Pat Lazarus original)? 
 
Diane:   Thrilled beyond belief. Pat knows how to capture the essence of a 
story. Everything started in Switched with Jessie being "beamed" aboard a 
starship. The way Pat indicates movement in the cover, with the high-tech 
designs in the background, lets potential readers know right away they won't 
be in Kansas anymore. 
 
BTC: What advice would you give to an author struggling with frustration and 
rejection? 
 
Diane:   Don't give up. Don't take rejections/criticism personally. Hard to do, I 
know. Try to be objective. (It's hard to be objective when someone says your 
baby is ugly.) Listen—really pay attention—to the reasons for rejection. You 
can't do much about "it doesn't meet our needs", but when an 
editor/agent/contest judge takes the time to write comments, pay attention. 
Also know when to cut your losses. Sometimes, you need to set a project aside 
and come back to it later. Sometimes, the project belongs under the bed. As 
soon as you finish a story and start sending it out, begin a new project. Don't 
waste time haunting the mailbox or checking your email inbox. This is a 
business. You have to expect rejection/criticism. Develop a thick skin. Do I 
follow my own advice? LOL As I said, it's hard. 
 
BTC: Any tips or tricks for getting the ole creative juices flowing? Music, coffee, 
pictures of H/H (Mine is vacuuming, but that’s just me!)? 
 
Diane:   Vacuuming? Seriously? My dust bunnies have great-grandbunnies. 
Coffee is a necessity. Silence helps. If I listen to music, it has to be 



 

 

11 

December Edition/Mid-Michigan Mirror  
Volume IX~Issue 10 

instrumental. I can't listen to music with words. They get in my head and 
interrupt my concentration. I like light classical and New Age. Anything by 
Enya or Andrea Bocelli works too because the lyrics are in a foreign language. 
Although I work best in silence, I'm learning how to shut out distractions. 
Difficult but not impossible. Earbuds from the MP3 player work, too. 
 
BTC: Since we’re both rather Type-A /OCD gals, do you have a fixed writing 
process? Time of day, pantser/plotter, note cards, chronic rewriter? 
 
Diane:   Really? I've never thought of myself as Type A, but you have the OCD 
part right. I have "tunnel vision" where I can get so wrapped up in a project 
that I don't pay attention anything else around me. (The dustbunnies taught 
the paper in my office how to reproduce.) Contrary to the OCD part, I'm not a 
plotter—not at the beginning, anyway. I never know what surprises are 
waiting for me as I write. I find that exciting. In Switched, I wasn't sure who 
the villain was until almost the end. Consequently, I rewrite a lot. I like your 
term "chronic rewriter"—very apropos. When ideas pop in my head, I jot down 
notes in a notebook (I would lose note cards). I write best first thing in the 
morning when everything is quiet. Since my husband retired, he's turned into 
a night owl while I've become the morning lark (a complete reversal of how 
we used to be). In the late morning, he drags me away from the computer to go 
to the fitness center. Otherwise, when I'm "in the zone" I'd still be in my p.j.s 
writing into the afternoon. Then, I use the time after lunch to revise, check 
email and FaceBook, update the blog and/or website, and now do PR. Of 
course, there's always the mundane stuff that has to be done like paying bills, 
laundry, house cleaning (yeah, right), etc. If I can help it, I don't do any of 
those things in the morning when I'm at my creative best. 
 
BTC: Who has your back?  Critique partner/group?  Loops? Organizations? 
 
Diane:   I'm going to answer in the reverse order of importance to me. RWA for 
all the advocacy and education. The on-line chapter Young Adult RWA. Our 
local chapter Mid-Michigan RWA. The loops associated with RWA, YARWA, 
and MMRWA are extremely informative. My only problem is a lack of time to 
read all the posts. What I really appreciate is the support of our local chapter. 
Their encouragement means a lot. I have a great critique partner in Lana 
Miersen. We are both Star Trek fans, love space operas, and think so alike at 
times we could be twins separated at birth (not before, like Jessie and 
Veronese). I have to say, though, that the one who has my back best is my 
husband. He has always supported my writing financially and, more 
importantly, emotionally. He doesn't try to "fix" things by telling me what I 
should do with my career. He'll do laundry, vacuum when the dustbunnies 
run amok, make dinner or get take-out when I'm buried. I know, I'm very 
lucky. 



 

 

12 

December Edition/Mid-Michigan Mirror  
Volume IX~Issue 10 

BTC:  What do you see as the most valuable/detrimental traits for a writer to 
have?  Care to share yours? 
 
Diane:   Perseverance is the most valuable. Procrastination, the most 
detrimental. A writer has to keep on going. It's too easy to find something else 
to do when the going gets tough. Advice I need to remind myself often. 
 
BTC: What’s next for Diane Burton? What’s cooking on your creative back 
burners? 
 
Diane:   As you mentioned, Switched, Too (the adventure continues) is in the 
final stages and should be available in early 2012. I have a P.I. story that takes 
place in a small resort town on Lake Michigan which I'd like to develop into a 
series. I also have a YA (more middle grade) space adventure that I had a lot of 
fun writing. As soon as Switched, Too is out there, I'll be trying to find homes 
for my other projects. 
 
BTC: Where can we find you and your books? 
 
Diane:   You would save the easiest question for last. LOL My website is 
www.dianeburton.com and I blog every Monday at 
http://dianeburton.blogspot.com  I'm on FaceBook as "Diane Burton – Author". 
Switched is available at Amazon.com for Kindle and at Smashwords.com for 
all e-readers. 
Thanks, Nancy, for asking me to share so much about myself and Switched. 
 
 
 

Paranormal Investigation 
Fairies...Fact or Fiction 
by Heidi C. Dalquist 

 
Faeries (or Sidhe) are found around the world but tend to reside in an alternative 
dimension in many Celtic Countries. Why Fairies? Well why not? Writers are 
creative and we always search for sources of material and inspiration. The Fae 
are a form of paranormal entities which date back over a millennium. Many 
authors have used them in their stories, including myself. 
 
By nature they are elements of air and nature and value the Earth and its forests 
and pastures. They are believed to have arrived on Earth a thousand years ago 
just before Beltaine (May 1). They are formally known as the Tuatha De Danann 
(The People of Danu); a race of aliens with greater spiritual and magical powers 

../../../../AppData/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/www.dianeburton.com
http://dianeburton.blogspot.com/
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than that of the humans. 
 
According to the Dictionary of Celtic Mythology (1998), they arrived on Earth via 
three separate vessels. This information is also found at Trinity University 
Library in the Book of Invasions according to ancient Irish tradition. 
 
The fae were believed to excel over all humans in every art form. It is believed 
they arrived thirty-seven years after the Irish Fir Blogs who they kicked out or 
destroyed in Ireland and 297 years before the Milesians who are the Irish 
ancestors (James MacKillop, 1998). Eventually, the Fae intermarried with the 
Irish. 
 
Leading figures of the Tuatha De Danann include: the Dagda (The good god who 
specializes in Druidic magic), Manannan mac Lir (the sea-god), Dian Cecht (the 
principal healing god), Angus Og (The god of music and poetry), Brigid (the fire 
goddess), Danu, and Morrigan. 
 
The Tuatha De Danann are spectacularly beautiful and ageless but still 
quarrel. Many Celts believed the fae descended from heaven another 
theory is they were fallen angels. Ancient Greece, Scandinavia, and 
Germany also believed in the fae, but they observed them or thought of 
them as shape-shifters. Elves, gnomes, nature spirits and elementals 
are believed toalso be fairies. This is evidenced by the fairies 
attraction to the four elements: earth, air, fire and water. 
 
Two types of fae/sidhe are believed to exist. The good fae and the 
fallen/dark or court. This leads to two rival courts, the court of 
light sidhe and the dark sidhe. 
 
The simple fact is that if ghosts, demons, angels, and inhuman entities exist, why 
can't fairies exist? Our lives are so busy that we have a tendency to block out the 
supernatural around us. Besides, you may have encountered a fairy and not even 
known it. The list of fae castes is extensive. I'll provide a short list here. In the 
mean time, keep your and sixth sense open...you never know who or what you 
may encounter, but always be cautious! 
 
Brief Fairy Castes List: 
 
Aliens: water fairy--not friendly. 
 
Banshee: related to fear sidhe. Humans often hear her wail before a loved one's 
dies. Banshees are often attached to specific clans. 
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Boggart: Known for breaking things and causing trouble, but rarely cause 
permanent harm. 
 
Brownie: small, as household fairies they do unfinished chores. To bring good 
luck leave them gifts of food. 
 
Elves: Norse. Tall. Iron does not kill or injury them as it would a fairy. 
 
Gnomes: Live under old oak trees. 
 
Leprechauns: Tricky. Witty. Small 2-3 feet tall. 
 
Mermaids: have fish tails and a beautiful human woman body. 
 
Nymphs: nature spirits. Appear as young beautiful women with insatiable 
sexual appetites. 
 
Redcaps: Live in castles and towers where evil lives and breeds.  
Their hats are red from the blood of their victims. Stay away. 
 
Seelie: A good hearted fairy. 
 
Sirens: Lead sailors to their deaths from their beautiful songs. 
 
Sprites: Shy. Delicate, stay to the forests. 
 
Trolls: From Scandinavian Lore. Huge orges with great strength 
and little wit. The guard castles. 
 
Unseelie: Dark, malevolent faeries who are rude and unkind. Stay away. 
 
Happy ideas and fairy writing! 
 
References: 
Irwin, H.J. (2004). An introduction to parapsychology. (4th. Ed.). 
Jefferson, NC: Mc 
 
Farland & Company, Inc., Publishing. 
 
Knight, S. ( 2003). Faery Magick: Spells, Potions & Lore From the 
Earth Spirits. Frankin 
 
Lakes, NJ. New Age Books. 



 

 

15 

December Edition/Mid-Michigan Mirror  
Volume IX~Issue 10 

 

 

 

 
MacKillop, J. (1998). Dictionary of Celtic Mythology. London, UK. 
Oxford University. 
 
www.apa.org 
 
www.parapsychology.org 
 
www.the-atlantic-paranormal-society.com 
 
Heidi C. Dahlquist, RN, MS, Psychology PhD Candidate, 2010 & 2011 VP 
of FF&P & Paranormal Investigator, writes urban fantasy and paranormal 
romance. 
 
(This article first appeared in the April – June 2011 issue 
of Out of This World, the newsletter of the Fantasy, Futuristic, and 
Paranormal Chapter. Permission is granted to sister RWA chapters to 
reprint or forward with proper credit to the author and chapter.) 
 

 

 
Final Reflections 

By Jennifer Lowery Kamptner 
 
Hello and Happy Holidays!  For this month’s final reflections I decided to gift 
you with a wonderful poem by Robert Frost that reminds me of the charity of the 
season and how we can give, even if only a little, to those less fortunate.  A 
simple donation here and there, a dollar or two, a card to a soldier unable to 
spend the holidays at home, or a toy for a child who will cherish it.  This is the 
time of year to help others and share our love, comfort, and joy.  So, share a little 
of yourself this holiday and best wishes for a happy holiday to you and yours! 
         

           Christmas Trees by Robert Frost 

The city had withdrawn into itself 

And left at last the country to the country; 

When between whirls of snow not come to lie 

And whirls of foliage not yet laid, there drove 

A stranger to our yard, who looked the city, 

Yet did in country fashion in that there 
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He sat and waited till he drew us out 

A-buttoning coats to ask him who he was. 

He proved to be the city come again 

To look for something it had left behind 

And could not do without and keep its Christmas. 

He asked if I would sell my Christmas trees; 

My woods—the young fir balsams like a place 

Where houses all are churches and have spires. 

I hadn’t thought of them as Christmas Trees. 

I doubt if I was tempted for a moment 

To sell them off their feet to go in cars 

And leave the slope behind the house all bare, 

Where the sun shines now no warmer than the moon. 

I’d hate to have them know it if I was. 

Yet more I’d hate to hold my trees except 

As others hold theirs or refuse for them, 

Beyond the time of profitable growth, 

The trial by market everything must come to 

I dallied so much with the thought of selling. 

Then whether from mistaken courtesy 

And fear of seeming short of speech, or whether 

From hope of hearing good of what was mine, 

I said, “There aren’t enough to be worth while.” 

“I could soon tell how many they would cut, 

You let me look them over.” 

“You could look. 

But don’t expect I’m going to let you have them.” 

Pasture they spring in, some in clumps too close 

That lop each other of boughs, but not a few 

Quite solitary and having equal boughs 

All round and round. The latter he nodded “Yes” to, 

Or paused to say beneath some lovelier one, 

With a buyer’s moderation, “That would do.” 

I thought so too, but wasn’t there to say so. 

We climbed the pasture on the south, crossed over, 

And came down on the north. 

He said, “A thousand.” 

 

“A thousand Christmas trees!—at what apiece?” 



 

 

17 

December Edition/Mid-Michigan Mirror  
Volume IX~Issue 10 

 

He felt some need of softening that to me: 

“A thousand trees would come to thirty dollars.” 

 

Then I was certain I had never meant 

To let him have them. Never show surprise! 

But thirty dollars seemed so small beside 

The extent of pasture I should strip, three cents 

(For that was all they figured out apiece), 

Three cents so small beside the dollar friends 

I should be writing to within the hour 

Would pay in cities for good trees like those, 

Regular vestry-trees whole Sunday Schools 

Could hang enough on to pick off enough. 

A thousand Christmas trees I didn’t know I had! 

Worth three cents more to give away than sell, 

As may be shown by a simple calculation. 

Too bad I couldn’t lay one in a letter. 

I can’t help wishing I could send you one, 

In wishing you herewith a Merry Christmas. 

~Robert Frost 

 

 


