
The end-of-year chapter business meeting and Christmas party 
will take place on Saturday, December 8, at Famous Dave’s in 
Grand Rapids. Members and invited guests only. For those who 
wish to participate, there will be a gift exchange, $10 maximum 
expenditure. 

Directions to the meeting are on page 2.  MMMMMMMMMMMM 
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—THE BOARD ROOM— 

  M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T  

The purpose of the Mid-Michigan 
Chapter of Romance Writers of 
America® is to promote excellence 
in romantic fiction, to help writers 
publish and establish careers, and to 
provide continuing support for writers 
within the romance publishing 
industry. 

Board of Directors Election Results! 

The 2008 MMRWA Board of Directors election took place 
on November 17 at the monthly business meeting in Lansing. 

“It was a landslide,” said incumbent president Annette 
Briggs, “since we all ran unopposed.” 

Returning to office are Annette Briggs, president, and 
Catherine McClain, treasurer. Lynette Curtis is our new vice-
president, and our new co-secretaries are Jennifer Kamptner 
and Ami Weaver. 

Congratulations, Ladies, and thank you for volunteering to 
serve our chapter! MMMMMMMMMMMM 
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December Meeting 

Directions 

Directions from Kalamazoo: 
Merge on US-131 North. (Approx. 45.2 miles)  
Merge onto I-196 E via Exit 86A toward 

Lansing. (4.2 miles) 
I-196 E becomes I-96 E / MI-37 S. (.1 miles) 
Take the M-37 / E BELT LINE AVE exit- EXIT 

38- toward M-44. (.3 miles) 
Turn LEFT onto MI-37 / E BELTLINE AVE NE. 

Continue to follow E BELTLINE AVE NE 
(1.4 miles) 

Make a U-TURN onto E BELTLINE AVE NE / 
MI-44 S. (.2 miles) 

End at Famous Dave's: 1501 E Beltline Ave 
NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525 

 
Directions from Lansing: 
Take I-96 W toward GD RAPIDS (approx. 52.8 

miles) 
Take the M-44 / E BELT LINE AVE exit- EXIT 

38- toward M-37 S / M-21. (.3) 
Turn RIGHT onto E BELTLINE AVE NE / MI-

44 N. (1.2 miles) 
Make a U-TURN onto E BELTLINE AVE NE / 

MI-44 S.  (.2) 
End at Famous Dave's: 1501 E Beltline Ave 

NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525 
 
Directions from Grand Rapids: 
I-196 E to the M-37 / E BELT LINE AVE exit- 

EXIT 38- toward M-44. 
Turn LEFT onto MI-37 / E BELTLINE AVE NE. 

Continue to follow E BELTLINE AVE NE. 
Make a U-TURN onto E BELTLINE AVE NE / 

MI-44 S. 
End at Famous Dave's: 1501 E Beltline Ave 

NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525. 

2008 MMRWA Meeting and 

Program Schedule  
 
[A few scheduled programs are tentative at this time.—Ed.] 

MMRWA holds monthly meetings on a rotating basis in the areas of 
Grand Rapids, Jackson, Kalamazoo, and Lansing.  The Saturday 
luncheon meetings are held from 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in local 
restaurants and are open to the public.  Meetings begin with lunch 
(optional) and the programs start at approximately 1:30 p.m.  There is 
no charge for the meeting and program; luncheon charges are the 
responsibility of the individual attendees. 

January 19January 19January 19January 19 (Lansing):  Taxes and the Writer – H&R Block 
Speaker 

February 16February 16February 16February 16 (Kalamazoo): A Soldiers Story – Two Marine 
Reservists who spent time in Iraq  

March 15March 15March 15March 15 (Grand Rapids): So You’re Published, Now What – 
Loralee Lillibridge, speaker. 

April April April April 18181818----20202020 (St. Ives Resort, Stanwood, MI) Retreat From Harsh 
Reality; Cindy Dees, 2008 keynote speaker. 

May May May May 17171717 (Location TBA): Agent Michelle Grajkowski of 3 Seas 
Literacy Agency.  Members only; not open to the public. 

June June June June 21212121 (Kalamazoo): Psychic from Michigan Paranormal 
Encounters. (Tentative—to be confirmed.) 

JulyJulyJulyJuly: No meeting. 
August August August August 16161616 (Lansing): Borders Romance Buyer Sue Grimshaw. 
September 20September 20September 20September 20 (Grand Rapids): Subplotting to Success – Lisa 

Childs, speaker. 
October 1October 1October 1October 18888 (Jackson): Write What You Love or Love What You 

Write – Nancy Gideon, speaker. 
November 15November 15November 15November 15 (Kalamazoo): Civil War Dress Presentation – 

tentative. 
DecemberDecemberDecemberDecember (Date and Location TBA): End of Year Business 

Meeting and Christmas Party. 

Directions to Famous Dave’s BBQ 
1501 East Beltline NE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49525 
616-301-8300 



 

Mid-Michigan Mirror 
 

December 2007 Page 3 
 

Congratulations to MMRWA’S 2007 

“Happily Ever After” Last Chapter 

Contest Winners! 
 

The HEA contest received so many high-quality submissions  
this year that our judges tell us choosing the winners was not easy! 
Thanks to all who entered and best wishes in your future writing 
endeavors. The 2007 winners are listed below by category. 
  
[A single asterisk (*) indicates a full manuscript was requested. A 
double asterisk (**) denotes a winning manuscript in categories where 
fewer than the minimum required entries were received. A heart (♥) 
identifies an MMRWA member. ☺]  
 
Short/Long Contemporary Series:  
1st – Sarah's Millionaire  by Greta MacEachern*  
2nd – Leap Of Faith  by Sharon Calvin*  
3rd – Kentucky Cowboy by Jan Scarbrough 
 
Inspirational: 
Winner -- Shade At Midday by Lila Chandler** ♥ 
 
Romantic Suspense: 
1st – Gift Of Deception  by Patty Henderson  
2nd – Bad Habit by June Faver  
3rd – Forgotten Danger  by Kathleen Cherry 
 
Paranormal: 
1st – Ties That Bind  by Julie McMullen ♥  
2nd – Dawn's Shadow by Deborah Gilbert  
3rd – The Ever After Affair  by Elizabeth Spurlock 
 
Historical: 
1st – The Angel's Assassin by Laurel O'Donnell  
2nd – Highland Dragon by Kim Price  
3rd – A Dark And Stormy Knight by Elyse Brunnemer 
 
Single Title/Mainstream with Romantic Elements: 
1st – Figuring It Out With Grace by J.D. Tynan  
2nd – Is She Anybody?  by Julie P. Charles  
3rd – The Talking Tree  by Judy Keim 
 
Erotica/Sensual Romance: 
Winner – Wheels Within Wheels  by Thalia Leigh** 
 

MMRWA thanks the editors and agents who graciously agreed 
to judge the final round of this year's contest. Many thanks also to 
the first round judges in Michigan and across the country for 
generously donating their valuable time and expertise. MMMMMMMMMMMM 
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   Chap $ Non-Chap $ 
Package 2007 Cost 2008 Cost 2008 Cost 
FT Std Single $269.00  $264.00 $302.00 
FT Std Double $188.00  $183.00 $221.00 
FT Suite Double $214.00  $210.00 $248.00 
FT Std Triple $160.00  $156.00 $193.00 
FT Suite Triple $178.00  $174.00 $214.00 
FT Std Quad $148.00  $144.00 $181.00 
FT Suite Quad $160.00  $156.00 $194.00 
Saturday w/Lunch $49.00 $49.00 $73.00 
Saturday w/Lunch & Dinner $74.00 $69.00 $95.00 

Hello from the snowy north!  Our Retreat planning is already 
underway for next spring. Here are the pertinent facts you just 
have to know about. 

⇒  Mark your calendars!  We have a signed contract with St. 
Ives for the weekend of April 18-20, 2008.  Cindy Dees will be our 
keynote speaker, and we're really excited to have her. 

⇒  Attendee prices for Retreat 2008 have dropped a few 
dollars.  (See chart below.) Room pricing remained the same with 
a maximum of four people to a room at the Inn. 

⇒  Registration forms will be mailed out just before Christmas.  
MMRWA members-only registration will be open from Jan. 1 - Feb. 
2, 2008, and then we'll open it up for non-members.  Attendance is 
limited to 50. 

⇒  Julie McMullen has made a valiant effort to bring the public 
in for our Retreat Book Sale, but we just haven't been able to 
increase attendance enough to warrant continuing the public sale.  
Therefore, our 2008 Book Sale will return to being for attendees 
only.  We'll definitely still have Waldenbooks there with their terrific 
selection of books and reference materials and still have authors 
available for signing attendees’ books.  And our authors will still be 
able to bring their own books to sell.   

⇒  Our dessert and goodies extravaganza has been limited to 
Friday night only.  We can still bring in table snacks for the entire 
weekend. 

The Retreat Committee is in need of several volunteers.  We 
cannot pull off the fabulous event as we have in the past without 
some additional help.  You don't even have to be in attendance 
since there are several small tasks that must be completed prior to 
the Retreat weekend.  If interested, please call or email Pam 
Trombley at pamtrombley@ charter.net. MMMMMMMMMMMM 

Retreat 2008 Update!!! 

By Pam Trombley, Retreat Chair 

Pam Trombley 

Cindy Dees 

Retreat Fees 2007 – 2008 
Comparison Price Chart  

“The Retreat Committee is in 
need of several volunteers.  
We cannot pull off the 
fabulous event as we have in 
the past without some 
additional help.” 
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2007 OFFICERS 
 

President 
Annette Briggs 
info@midmichiganrwa.org 

Vice-president 
Lisa Childs-Theeuwes 
meetings@midmichiganrwa.org 

Co-Secretaries 
Linda Cossel and Julie Lea 
info@midmichiganrwa.org 

Treasurer 
Catherine McClain 
treasurer@midmichiganrwa.org 

 
2007 COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

 
Cover to Cover Editor 

Nancy Gideon, Interim Editor 
covertocover@midmichiganrwa.org 

Happily Ever After Contest 
Jodi Lynn Copeland 
contest@midmichiganrwa.org 

Historian/Membership/Policy 
Dawn Bartley, 
members@midmichiganrwa.org 

I Will Write a Book/Write for the 
Money 

Flavia Crowner 
Library 

Lucy Kubash & Maris Soule 
Meetings/Programs 

Lisa Childs-Theeuwes 
meetings@midmichiganrwa.org 

Member Recognition 
Julie Lea 

MMRWA Angel Award 
Lucy Kubash 

Mystery Gifts 
Roger Nelson 

Newsletter Editor 
Lana Miersen 
mirror@midmichiganrwa.org 

PAN Liaisons 
Nancy Gideon & Loralee Lillibridge 

Perseverance Fund 
Catherine McClain 
treasurer@midmichiganrwa.org 

Publicity 
Wendy Lebel 

Retreat Chair 
Pam Trombley 
retreat@midmichiganrwa.org 

Retreat Speaker Chair 
Laurie Kuna 

RWA® Pro Liaison 
Tammy Kearly 

Website Liaison 
Lana Miersen 
info@midmichiganrwa.org 

 

The President’s 

Two Cents Worth 
 

By Annette Briggs 

The Joy of Endings 
This is the last president’s message of 2007 – an end. To be 

honest, I like endings. For me, one of the things coming to an end 
is my first MMRWA presidency. It’s time for me to take stock and 
gather the lessons. And it’s a chance for me to thank all of you 
who’ve helped me do a better job as president. It’s also a chance 
for me to thank all of you who’ve given your time and talent to fill 
the jobs, offices and committees. 

Another positive quality of endings is the opportunity for  new 
beginnings. And in my case, (since no one is running against me) 
I’ll have a chance to turn my lessons into positive results right here 
at Mid-Michigan. 

As writers, endings have a special place in our hearts. What an 
exhilarating moment it is when we write “The End” on the mass of 
words we’ve spent countless hours and untold emotional and 
intellectual resources shaping into a living story. It’s complete. It’s 
the payoff. It’s the end of a writing project and the beginning of 
polishing and selling. Still more beginnings and more endings lie 
ahead. 

As members of Mid-Michigan, you don’t face those formidable 
professional hurdles alone. We are each other’s resources. We’re 
committed to seeing each other through to the point where we can 
write our professional happily ever after. 

Let’s make our 2008 endings the happiest ever. 
All the best, 

Annette 

DECEMBER 2007 
3: Receipt Deadline for 

works entered in the 
Golden Heart Contest. 

14: Submit any outstanding 
committee expenses to 
treasurer. 

Events Calendar & Reminders 

JANUARY 2008 
1: Payment due date for 

Chapter Membership 
Renewal. 

 Nominations open for 
MMRWA Angel Award.  

2: Receipt Deadline for 
books entered in the 
RITA Award Contest 

31: Deadline for MMRWA 
dues renewal before 
being dropped from 
membership.  
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The initial question was how to tell if a story is a romantic suspense or 
suspense with romance. The difference is not only the amount of romance or 
lack of romance in a story, but also how the romance and suspense are 
intertwined. Although a Harlequin Intrigue might be 60% romance and 40% 
suspense or mystery, you cannot simply go through your ms and say well 60% of 
my chapters involve the budding romance between the hero and heroine and 
40% involve a mystery. To truly be a romantic suspense, the two parts must be 
so closely intertwined that you cannot eliminate one without losing the other. 
Without the suspense, the hero and heroine would not be together, would not be 
growing and changing, and without the romance, the suspense or mystery would 
not be resolved. In a Romantic Suspense, even a love scene should have 
elements of suspense.    

In a suspense or mystery with a romantic subplot, the romance often can be 
left out without having any major impact on the suspense or mystery. What would 
be lost would be a layer of understanding about the characters. In the 
mystery/suspense/thriller genre, it is the catching or stopping of the villain that 
holds the major importance. Here it is an adversarial relationship that 
predominates, not one of love. The conflict is generally between the hero (be it a 
male or female) and the villain. If anything, a romantic entanglement might be 
seen as a hindrance rather than something to be desired. The main protagonist 
might end a romance to protect a loved one. Or the writer might kill off the love 
interest. (How many of James Bond’s lovers lived?) 

In romantic suspense, the main protagonist might try to end a romance but 
will fail. The romance will not end. 

In romance novels, when a series is created, it generally involves either 
several brothers or sisters or people working together with each book in the 
series focusing on the romance of one of those characters.   

In a mystery or suspense series, with some exceptions, it is the main 
protagonist who continues through the books, solving each of the mysteries. In a 
series following one character, there may be no arc of character growth, or if the 
character does change, it is a minor change. And rather than ending up with the 
girl (or guy) in the end that character may be killed off, or may leave for some 
reason, if not in the first book, at some time in the series. 

Romance writers who move into the mainstream romantic suspense field, with 
a few exceptions, generally start writing grittier novels with characters using 
rougher language. Sex doesn’t necessarily have to lead to a lasting relationship. 
Cuss words are more freely used.  

The tone, voice and pacing of the two genres can be very different. Romantic 
suspense is involved with a developing relationship. The writer will spend more 
time conveying the emotions of the hero and heroine. When sensory descriptions 
are given, it’s more apt to be about how her hair smells than the nauseating odor 
of a two-week old corpse. In a mystery or suspense, although there may be 
bedroom scenes, they probably won’t be as long or as detailed.  

Point of view can be either first or third, but you’ll find very few 
Harlequin/Silhouette romantic suspense written in first person. Generally, they 
are third person multiple POV (so the villain’s POV can also be shown). 

November Program Recap: 

Romantic Suspense or a Mystery 

with Romance? 
 

By Maris Soule, November Speaker 
 

The Chapter publishes its 
business meeting minutes, 
treasurer’s reports, and other 
legal documents online in the 
files section of the members-
only MMRWABUSINESS list.  
See Policy, page 14. 

Maris Soule 

“Romance writers who 
move into the mainstream 
romantic suspense field, 
with a few exceptions, 
generally start writing 
grittier novels with 
characters using rougher 
language.” 
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Mysteries can be first person or third. Straight suspense or suspense with 
romantic elements are usually third person, but lately more and more authors are 
using a mixture of first and third person POV, putting either the main protagonist 
in the first person POV or the villain.  

Tense is also changing, but this is true for both romantic suspense and 
straight suspense. Although most of these books are written in the past tense, 
more and more are being published using the present tense.  

What romantic suspense and suspense with romance have in common is the 
hero and the heroine are intelligent and/or have some sort of skill that helps them 
solve the problem. The heroine is not waiting for the hero to save her. If anything, 
she may save him. She’s going to be close to the action (not just hearing about 
it) and an integral part of most scenes. She might make mistakes, might get 
herself into trouble, but she’s not going to be stupid.   

In both genres, the writer had better know something about law enforcement, 
weapons, and anything to do with the criminal activity she’s writing about. 
Readers of mystery and suspense are apt to be more interested in the technical 
details of solving a murder or stopping a villain from succeeding than in how 
good a lover the hero is, but the writer still can't get so involved with those details 
the story is forgotten. In both genres, it’s the characters who grab the readers’ 
attention, the characters who bring the readers back for more. If the writer 
doesn’t create characters that the readers care about, it doesn’t matter if they 
solve a mystery, save the world or fall in love. 

GMC is just as important in a romantic suspense or straight suspense as with 
any genre of writing. The hero’s goal might be to solve the mystery, but there has 
to be a strong motivation for the hero to do this. Otherwise, when anything blocks 
the hero from succeeding, why not just throw up her hands and say, “Oh well.” 

Both romantic suspense and mystery/suspense depend on conflict to move 
the story forward, and the stronger the villains the better the conflict. A villain 
must have a logical motivation for what he or she does. The writer must decide 
what the villain’s goals and motivation are, just as with the hero. The writer must 
decide what has caused this villain to be bad. What the reward is for the villain.    

A good villain rarely looks like a villain. They don’t come on stage twirling a 
mustache and smirking. Unless it's a comedy of errors type book, the villain is 
going to be smart. The smarter, the better.  

In a suspense, the reader may know exactly who the villain is or the villain 
might be presented as a faceless character whose thoughts we know. (James 
Patterson and Jeffery Deaver like to use this method. They give their villains 
code names, and it isn’t until the end of the book that we discover the true 
identity of the person, who will have been presented as an ally during the course 
of the book.) With this method, the reader is aware of what is going to happen; 
whereas the hero does not. The mystery is if the hero will discover who the villain 
is and stop the dastardly deed in time.  

Both romantic suspense and straight mysteries/suspense have increased 
tension if there is a “ticking time bomb.” This isn’t necessarily a real bomb 
(though it could be), but there is some sort of deadline that must be met.  As the 
deadline approaches, the tension increases. 

Romantic suspense has been popular for several years now. Whether it will 
continue to be popular is anyone’s guess, but Harlequin/Silhouette still have 4 
lines that emphasize romantic suspense: Harlequin Intrigue; Harlequin 
Superromance, Silhouette Romantic Suspense (used to be Intimate Moments); 
and MIRA. They also publish mysteries under the World Wide Mystery imprint, 
but those are only reprints. Word length ranges from 55,000 for Harlequin 
Intrigue and Silhouette Romantic Suspense to 100,000 - 150,000 for Mira.  

Other big name publishing companies that publish 
mysteries/suspense/thrillers are the Bantam Dell Publishing Group, Avon under 

See November Recap, continued on page 13 

“Both romantic suspense 
and mystery/suspense 
depend on conflict to 
move the story forward, 
and the stronger the 
villains the better the 
conflict.” 
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November Member News 

Cynthia Arends: Finaled 2 x in Hot Prospects contest- Historical & Erotic Romance.  3rd 
place in ER Where the Magic Begins contest.  Finaled Wings of Desire  and submitted 
to two agents--1 rejection - personalized. 

Dawn Bartley: Judging Romancing the Tome and working on WIP. 
Holly Bertram: Advanced to the second round of the American Title Contest with the 

paranormal Romance Curses!   Currently working on another contemporary romance. 
Jackie Braun: RT review of Moonlight and Roses --"Jackie Braun’s Moonlight and Roses 

(4.5) spins a familiar premise into a truly special story. It’s sexy and funny, and the 
characters are fabulous." 

Annette Briggs: Still plugging away at my WIP 
Lila Chandler: I've received a full manuscript request from Steeple Hill and first place in 

the inspirational category of the Golden Rose Contest put on by a chapter of RWA.  
This is the same manuscript that won first place in the inspirational category of our own 
Happily Ever After contest this fall.  

Sue Charnley: Two manuscripts in revision, still looking for an agent.  Accepted a position 
in the Technical Communications Program at the University of Michigan.  

Lynette Curtis: Writing and entering contests. 
Katie Dubois: Saskatchewan RW chapter's "We Dare You" contest win--with my Katharine 

Wilde pen name. 
Margo Hoornstra: Sold 6 short stories to WRP, got go ahead to change a 7th into a novel. 
Barb Johnson: Submitted a short story to Woman’s World.  
Tammy Kearly: Waiting to hear back from my agent on revisions. 
Shar Koening: Started historical romance that turned into a mystery time travel in the first 

chapter. 
Lucy Kubash: Free and clear to submit Trisk book to another publisher. 
Melissa Lucken: Completed revisions on YA suspense, completing an Isabelle Drake 

book.   
Alyssa Marble: Still working on editing WIP, which is entered in the Golden Heart.  Hope 

to actually get it in! 
Gail Gaymer Martin: Sold Butterfly Trees , third of three-book proposal to Barbour; all 

three will become an anthology titled California Weddings . Sold “Champagne and 
Fortune Cookies” to Chicken Soup for the Wine Lover’s Soul . Women’s fiction single 
title Secret Places is making the rounds of CBA publishers. Nov. 10, Called and Ready 
Writers 8th Annual Conference, Dearborn, MI; Creating Real Emotions and book signing. 
Nov. 11, Writers on the River Book Fair, Monroe County Library; book signing noon to 3 
PM. Nov. 14, Local Author Night, Southfield Public Library, 6:30 – 8 p.m.; keynote 
address and book signing. Nov. 20, GDRWA in Royal Oak, presenting Promotion 
Techniques workshop. 

Catherine McClain: Enjoyed having Katie home for a week.  Perfecting my Golden Heart 
Entry and treading water with chapter work. 

Lana Miersen: Editing newsletter--not much writing this month. 
Patti Shenberger: Entered A Miracle Through Time  in the RITA.  Fingers are crossed.  

Working on a contemporary romance and a woman’s fiction single title.  Got to guest 
blog @ Lucy Monroe’s website.  Son entered boot camp! 

Maris Soule: Took third place award in the Abeline Writers Guild  1st chapter contest; have 
been mentioned in articles in Kalamazoo’s Business Weekly  and Kalamazoo Gazette ; 
attended Magna Cum Murder, will be in St. Joe Box Factory, Kalamazoo Art Hop and 
will be speaking at Oshtemo Library on Dec 19th, praying books will arrive by then. 

Lisa Childs Theeuwes: Finishing last book in the American Series, waiting to hear back 
on revised Nocturne proposal to learn the fate of my orphaned Next.   

Alice Weidner: My short story “Forget-Me-Not” is now available in the December issue of 
True Love  Magazine. MMMMMMMMMMMM     

December  

3333   Tereasa Bellew 
5555   Lucy Kubash 
9999   Alison Hart 
18181818 Wendy Lebel 
20202020 Flavia Crowner 
31313131 Katherine (Katie) 

McClain 

January  

—CHAPTER CHATTER— 

13131313 Linda Cossel 
14141414 Rosanne Bittner 
17171717

 Dana Nussio 
18181818 Aileen Hyne 
20202020 Joyce Soule 
25252525 Dawn Bartley 
????   Roger Nelson 
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Members’ Current and 
Upcoming Releases 

December 2007 

Rosanne Bittner: Walk By Faith , Steeple 
Hill, reissue.  

Lisa Childs: ”Secret Santa” in the Next 
Christmas Presence  Anthology with 
Donna Birdsell & Swan Crosby. 

Isabelle Drake: Brigand Love , Amazon 
Shorts.  

Gail Gaymer Martin: Writing the Christian 
Romance , Writers Digest Books. 

Cindy Spencer Pape: Djinni and the Gee k 
(digital), Ellora’s Cave. 

Maris Soule: The Crows , Five Star Mystery  
 

January 2008 

Jackie Braun: Moonlight and Roses , Harlequin 
Romance—41/2 stars in RT. 

Isabelle Drake: Satisfaction Guaranteed , 
Cerridwen Press.  

Gail Gaymer Martin: Family in His Heart , 
Steeple Hill Love Inspired—4 ½ stars in RT  

Cindy Spencer Pape: Stone And Earth  (Jewels 
of the Nile Quickie), Ellora's Cave.  
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—THE WRITING LIFE—  

Busted by the NNPD 

By Tereasa Bellew 

 The morning started like any other.  I checked emails, and then 
wasted an hour playing solitaire.  A pile of completed pages 
towered next to me, and I knew I should find something productive 
to do, like write a query letter. 

 With nothing but a blank screen staring me in the face, I 
fidgeted, looking for anything to do besides writing.  A few hours 
later, I was on my hands and knees in the foyer with my new Ginsu 
steamer.  I maneuvered the hot steam along the grout hoping the 
stains would miraculously disappear as the commercial promised.   

 Above the fog and mist, the doorbell rang.  I opened the door 
to a handsome couple wearing business suits and holding 
matching briefcases.  A black limousine was parked in the drive.  
Publishers Clearing House?  I scanned the yard for Ed McMahon. 

 The man stepped forward, already halfway in the house.  
“Sorry for the intrusion.  My name’s Hank Garrison.”      His gaze 
dropped to the wet tiles, the electric steamer chugging out cottony 
clouds.  “What some authors won’t do to avoid writing.”  He shook 
his head as the woman followed him inside.   

 My stomach lurched and I wondered if I should be afraid.  Who 
were these people?  And what did they mean by…authors? 

 “Can I help you?” I asked, finding my voice at last.   
 The man stepped across the glistening floor and headed 

straight to the kitchen.   
 “We’re with the NNPD.  We’re conducting a search for your 

manuscript.” 
 “NNPD?”   
 The blonde woman took to the stairs.  She called over the 

banister, “Neglected Novels Publishing Department. My name’s 
Leslie.”  She had already reached the landing and was opening my 
bedroom door.  “I’ll check the closets and under the bed.” 

 My heart rapped louder than Snoop-Daddy, and I swallowed a 
thick lump.  “Neglected Novels?” 

 “Exactly.  You’re a member of RWA, correct?  You’ve 
completed several novels during your six-year membership.  Even 
obtained your Pro status two years ago.  But you’ve failed to be 
persistent in submitting your manuscripts.  In essence, you’ve 
neglected the very characters you created, and that, Ms. Bellew, is 
a crime.”  Hank’s voice held a trace of contempt as he eyed the 
towering sugared confection I mastered last night.  It took me 
hours to create the whipped fondue that draped artfully around my 
butter Bundt cake. 

 Leslie rummaged around the master bedroom, while Hank 

Tereasa Bellew 

[Are you feeling guilty for not accomplishing as much as you thought 
you should in 2007? Here is a light-hearted look at the writer’s 
eternal struggle with procrastination and self-doubt as envisioned by 
MMRWA member Tereasa Bellew. –Ed.]  

“With nothing but a blank 
screen staring me in the 
face, I fidgeted, looking 
for anything to do 
besides writing.” 
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stood gaping inside my freezer.   
    “You’re looking for a manuscript in there?” 
    “You’d be surprised at the strange places we find them.  

Carrie  was rescued from Stephen King’s wastebasket.  Can you 
imagine a world without Cujo ?” 

    His grim expression as he moved the French fries and fish 
sticks, not to mention the banging of dresser drawers above, told 
me these two were serious.   

    “Found it,” Leslie yelled, waving the two inch bound 
manuscript I’d completed in 2005.  “Tucked between the 
sweaters.”  She came downstairs carrying the pages against her 
chest. 

    She clicked opened her briefcase and placed my 
manuscript inside, then snapped it shut.  My tongue became 
thick as slab bacon when Hank closed the freezer and they 
headed for the door.  “Where are you taking it?” 

    “You’ve spent months, years even, pouring sweat and 
tears over pristine pages,” Leslie said, pointing her manicured 
finger in my face.  “Empting your soul until the story was finished.  
And then neglected your creation by tucking the book away like 
some dirty secret.”   

    “Shame on you,” Hank said.  “Don’t you want to be 
published?” 

     “Yes, but my POV switches, they’re… not smooth.  And 
my characters may not be fully developed.  In some places my 
dialogue may sound stilted, making my characters ring untrue.” 

     “That’s for us to decide.  We’re professional editors and 
copyreaders.  But we’re not writers.  It’s your job to write the 
story.  To do the best you can.  And then trust us to do ours.” 

     Leslie reached into her purse and pulled out a small card.  
“I’ll be expecting your next novel.  Don’t keep me waiting.” 

     My hands shook as I took the coveted Editor’s request 
card.  “But--” 

     They had already climbed back into the limo.  Dazed, I 
closed the door.  In a matter of minutes, I had the steamer 
unplugged and put away, and then hurried into my office.  I hung 
a ‘Writer at work’ sign on the knob outside the door.   

     I have characters waiting and the dream of being 
published.  But before any of this can happen, I have to quit 
stalling and submit my novel. 

     I know what I’ll be doing today.  How about you? MMMMMMMMMMMM 

Tereasa Bellew started writing romance six years ago when she 
joined RWA and Mid-Michigan RWA.  She has completed three 
novels and is revising the current one, while dreaming of the next.  
She’s a terrible procrastinator, often finds herself knee-deep in 
housework rather than planted in front of her computer.  That, she 
swears, is going to change. 
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What’s Your Writing 
Potential? 

By Lynette Curtis 

What’s your writing potential? 
No, I don’t mean your ability to hit the New York Times  Best-Seller 

List, or your ability to receive a six-figure advance for your first book.  
What I’m speaking of is something less tangible: your ability to take 
advantage of what’s best for you and your writing career. 

Writing potential has become foremost in my mind lately.  I am in the 
process of deciding if I should remain in my current position or accept a 
new offer.  When normal human beings (i.e., those weird specimens who 
don’t walk around with stories inside their heads) are making a life-
changing decision of this nature, they tend to consider items such as 
pay, benefits, location, promotion opportunities, but I find that something 
more is driving me to make the change in my life and that is writing 
potential. 

The new opportunity I’m considering would be working with a police 
department (i.e., the Police Chief).  By the way, did I happen to mention 
that I’m a Romantic Suspense Author?  While my normal husband is 
talking about how far this new opportunity would be from our home and 
bemoaning the rising cost of gas, my writer’s mind is spinning with all the 
great insider gossip (er, I mean research) I can use to increase the 
romantic conflict and plots in my manuscripts.  Another big draw is that 
this department has recently undergone a major scandal that has made 
news across the state.  Can anyone say cha-ching? 

So look around in your life and see what you can do to make the most 
of your writing potential, be it from the extreme such as considering a 
new opportunity to work with a new company, or downsizing to work at 
Starbucks or Barnes and Noble so you can have more time to write.  Or 
even dampen your insecurity and ask that friend of a friend who happens 
to be a sex therapist, police officer, veterinarian, to speak to you about 
what they do. 

Opportunities are all around us; it’s up to you to take advantage of 
them. 

Happy Writing! MMMMMMMMMMMM 

Lynette Curtis 

Let’s think ahead to 2008 with MMRWA member and vice-president-
elect Lynette Curtis, who asks . . .  

Lynette Curtis spends her mornings frantically writing before she has to rush to 
get her family ready for the day.  She finds other writing time by manipulating 
her desk at work so they think she's editing medical research policies instead of 
her manuscript and by scrimping on household chores.  She's currently going 
through an extensive background check with the police department.  They're 
investigating EVERY single thing that has happened in her life from the time she 
turned fourteen! 
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Maris Soule majored in art in college, but her love of books led her to writing, and her 
love of happy endings led her to romances. So far, she's authored 25 contemporary series 
romances, which have been translated into 18 foreign languages and sold worldwide. 
Always the Gemini, she likes variety, but has stuck with the same man for 40 years, 
following him even from sunny California to a too-cold-in-the winter/ too-humid-in-the-
summer home near Kalamazoo, Michigan. Maris is a two-time RITA finalist and a two-
time winner of the Write Touch Readers' Award. After many years as a romance writer, 
Maris Soule broke into still another genre with her recent sale of The Crows, a mystery. 
For more information, check out her new website at: www.MarisSoule.com. 
 

Harper Collins Publishing, Warner, Kensington, Ballantine, Berkley, Penguin 
Putnam, and Avalon. Actually, most of the big New York publishing houses say 
they’re looking for romantic suspense. What they mean by that may differ from 
publisher to publisher, and most of the New York publishers won’t accept 
anything except agented work (unless you meet them at a conference and they 
request something from you). Word length for these other publishing houses 
varies.    

Most of the New York publishing houses are looking for BIG BOOKS (books 
that will sit up there next to John Gresham, James Patterson, David Baldacci, 
etc.) or books that are different from what's already been published (a new 
gimmick that the marketing department feels it can promote). So, just as the 
romance industry has spawned small publishing companies and e-publishers 
who are trying to fill the niche that Harlequin and the other romance publishers 
aren’t fulfilling, so is it with the mystery genre. Midlist writers are turning to e-
publishing and the smaller publishing companies, and some of these companies 
are beginning to make a name for themselves by producing books that win 
awards. The best way to find these publishers is to go on-line and Google for 
Romantic Suspense or mystery publishers. www.spywriter.com/publishers.html 
has three pages of publishers listed. 

As with RWA, Mystery Writers of America has a list of recognized publishing 
houses. (And the membership seems to get just as upset with MWA’s list as 
RWA members do.) It’s always a good idea to see if a publishing house you’re 
considering is on that list. If it isn’t, then just as it is with RWA, MWA will not 
consider books by those publishers for their major awards, and, just lately, some 
conferences will not put authors published by unrecognized publishing houses on 
panels or sell their books during the conference.  

Although these smaller publishing companies are good because they’re 
picking up the midlist authors, a writer does have to be careful. Several of these 
companies, both those publishing romances and suspense, have failed or gone 
Chapter 11. And smaller publishing houses don’t pay as well as the New York 
publishing houses, or have the distribution.   Whereas Harlequin and the other 
New York publishers have large PR departments and marketing departments, 
smaller publishers do not. This puts a lot of responsibility on the writer.   

Even if you go with e-publishing, you’re depending on that e-publisher getting 
the word out about your book and readers being willing to go on-line and 
download the book. A few of these e-publishers are doing quite well (Ellora’s 
Cave as an example), but others start up and die within a short time. 

Basically, if you want to write or are writing a mystery, suspense or thriller that 
also includes a romance, you need to ask yourself two questions: (1) How 
intertwined are the romance and suspense? And (2) Could I leave out one or the 
other and still have a story? If your answer to number 2 is yes, then you shouldn’t 
classify your story as a romantic suspense. It’s either a romance with elements of 
mystery/suspense or a suspense/mystery with elements of romance.  That said, 
you’ll find it’s the publishing house that may decide how to label your book. 
They’ll call it what they want if they think the label will sell more books.  MMMMMMMMMMMM 

 

November Recap, continued from page 7 

“Basically, if you want to 
write or are writing a 
mystery, suspense or 
thriller that also includes a 
romance, you need to ask 
yourself two questions: 
(1) How intertwined are the 
romance and suspense? 
And (2) Could I leave out 
one or the other and still 
have a story?”  
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About a year ago, when I agreed to fill in for Annette as 
editor, I fully expected to write a farewell message as my 
December editor’s note. I did not expect to serve as editor 
for a second year, but when Annette graciously 
volunteered to run for president again, well . . .  here we go 
again. ☺ 

I’ll be back next year as editor, only I’ll have help in the 
form of assistant editor Melissa Lucken, who now edits the 
Chapter Chatter section. Direct your Member News and 
Upcoming Releases for each issue to Melissa. If you did 
not include your birthday (month, day) when you submitted 
your membership application, please send your birthday to 
Melissa also so we can acknowledge it in the Mirror .  

Thank you, once again, to all the chapter members who 
contributed articles to the Mirror  in 2007 and made me 
look good in the process. Those of you who did not submit 
an article this year will have an opportunity to make up for 
that oversight in the coming year. You’ll be hearing from 
me very soon. ☺ 

Best wishes for a happy holiday season, and I hope to 
see you all at the Christmas party on the eighth. 

Lana Miersen, Editor 

Editor’s Note: Change of Plans  Submission Guidelines 
Topics: writing-related—business/marketing, 

craft, how-to, interviews with industry 
professionals, book reviews, member news, 
member bios, members’ latest releases, 
and program recaps, etc. 

Manuscripts: single-spaced, readable 12 pt. 
black font, no special formatting or colors, 
one-inch margins, saved in rich text format. 

Deadline: the 2nd Saturday of the month, 
unless otherwise stated. Member News 
deadline is the 3rd Saturday (meeting day).  

The Mid-Michigan Mirror’s policy is to offer 
our original MMRWA articles to other RWA® 
chapters and loops to use with all credits given 
unless the author specifies restrictions in the 
article. The Mirror staff reserves the right to 
edit submissions for such things as spelling or 
typographical errors, punctuation, grammar, 
size requirements, etc., and content with 
author’s approval. 

RWA® sister chapters may reprint any 
information in this newsletter providing credit is 
given to MMRWA, The Mid-Michigan Mirror, 
and the article’s author. Non-RWA® groups 
must secure permission from the author.  

The opinions expressed in this newsletter 
are not necessarily those of RWA®, or of the 
MMRWA and its individual members. Market 
information contained herein does not 
constitute an endorsement by RWA® or 
MMRWA. Readers are urged to determine for 
themselves the reliability and integrity of those 
with whom they deal.  Writers are encouraged 
to check market report accuracy through the 
RWA® Hotline, (281) 440-6885, press 8. 

Mid-Michigan RWA is a not-for-profit 
professional writers’ organization incorporated 
in the State of Michigan. The business meeting 
minutes, treasurer’s reports, and other legal 
documents of the corporation are published 
online in the files section of the restricted, 
members-only MMRWABUSINESS list. 

The Mid-Michigan Mirror is a publication of 
Mid-Michigan Chapter #12 of Romance Writers 
of America®.  Copyright  ©2007 by the Mid-
Michigan Romance Writers of America.  All 
rights reserved, unless otherwise stated.  

Non-members seeking information about 
Mid-Michigan RWA, our meetings, and joining 
our chapter, may email our membership chair 
at members@midmichiganrwa.org, write to 
MMRWA, P.O. Box 2725, Kalamazoo, MI 
49003-2725, or visit our chapter online at 
www.midmichiganrwa.org to learn all about us. 

—THE LAST WORD— 

Policy 

Chapter Information 
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Return Service Requested 

December 2007  Mid-Michigan Mirror  

MMRWA 2008 RENEWAL FORM 
 

NAME: ___________________________________________________        DATE: _____________________________ 
 
ADDRESS: _______________________________________________    CITY: ________________________________ 
 
PHONE NUMBER (        ) ______________________________  STATE: ____________  ZIP: ____________________ 
 
EMAIL: _______________________________ FAX: ________________  WEBSITE: ___________________________ 
 
You must be an RWA (national) member in good standing to renew your MMRWA membership. 
RWA Membership Number _________________ (Required)     Birth date (month & day only) ____________________ 
 
 Annual Dues:   $24.00 
 Optional--Printed/mailed copy of newsletter (newsletter is available free on-line):                   15.00** 
 * Sunshine Fund (if you did not submit to MMRWA newsletter in 2007):   1.00 
  
 Total enclosed (make payable to MMRWA):  $ ________ 

Mail to Treasurer: Catherine McClain, 611 Canal St., Eaton Rapids, MI 48827 
 

* If you joined MMRWA in 2007, your bio was your submission to the newsletter. 
 **Price increase because of the rising cost of postage and printing materials. 


