
  Thea Devine has been published for twenty-two 
years, and last year she was honored by Romantic 
Times as one of nineteen ―Pioneers of Romance.‖  
She is also the USA Today best-selling author of 25 
historical and contemporary romances and more 
than a dozen novellas for Kensington and 
Dorchester.  She currently writes for Pocket Books 
and Harlequin. 
 
 Thea lives and works in Connecticut and summers 
in Maine.  She's been married 36 years to John, a 
school administrator, and has two grown sons, 
Michael and Thomas.  Their menagerie  includes two   
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sister felines, Charlotte and Emily Bronte Cat, and two dogs, mini-doxie Midgie and 
the headstrong, stubborn and willful black Lab Maggie, who has, Thea says, all the 
qualities of a good heroine. 
 
  Twenty-five years of experience as a freelance manuscript reader for four mass 
market publishers and an agent formed the foundations of Thea‘s two featured 
workshops.  She has presented workshops at the national and local level, and was 
most recently a featured speaker at the Ridgefield CT Author Fest in August 2008. 
 
  The Manuscript Tune-Up -- Why was your manuscript rejected?  Thea will 
discuss the "what doesn't work and why" aspects culled from her twenty-five years 
of reading romance and women's fiction.  This is a roll-up-your-sleeves, nuts-and-
bolts look under the hood to see how it works, with specific examples and practical 
advice. 
 
  A Romance Writer's Toolkit -- In this wide-ranging workshop, Thea will talk about 
story and plot, where to find ideas, and share tips, techniques and things to try for 
the times when you're stuck and don't know what to do.  She will discuss trends and 
cultural themes, and reveal some secrets that writers must absolutely know in 
today's market. 
 
 Please visit Thea‘s website at www.theadevine.com for more information about 
Thea and her books! 
 
Directions to Retreat are on page 4 and maps are on page 5. 
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Hurry! Retreat Registration will be extended to April 17, 2009!!!
 

Circle the package you want, write amount in Subtotal column, add 
critique if desired & fill in Grand Total amount. 
Package Choice (Weekend includes room & board) 

Total for 
MMRWA 
Member 

Total for non-
MMRWA 
Member 

 
Subtotal 

Weekend - Double Occupancy (2 persons per room) $175.00 $185.00  

Weekend - Single Occupancy $260.00 $270.00  

Sat. only with lunch $55.00 $65.00  

Sat. only with lunch & dinner $78.00 $88.00  

Want a Critique by a published author? $15.00 per critique  

Other/Custom Package:  (contact Julie for pricing at retreat@midmichiganrwa.org)  

Golf/Additional night lodging:  (contact Julie for pricing at retreat@midmichiganrwa.org)  

GRAND TOTAL  

Each Standard Room has two double beds and a bath for either a Single or Double occupancy.  Continental 
breakfast is included only when you stay at the Resort.  Friday night dinner and Saturday lunch & dinner are 
included with the full weekend package. 
 
Name:___________________________________________________________________                 _______ 

Address:______________________________________________________________                ___________ 

City:____________________________________________           _______  State:_______  Zip:___________ 

Phone (________)___________________________ 

Email:_____________________                          ______________@_________________________________ 

(Email will be used only to confirm receipt of your registration and for 2009 Retreat-related information.) 

Please print your name as you wish it to appear on your name badge: 

________________________________________________________________                ________________ 

If sharing a room, you MUST list your roommate (limit two people per room please): 

______________________________________________________________________________                __ 

(If you do not know who your roommate will be, assume you'll be in a single when you make your payment - or 
pay the deposit minimum of $50 until you determine your room arrangements.  If you pay a higher rate, we'll 
refund the difference if you end up with a roommate.  We have a block of 25 rooms reserved until the March 25th 
deadline.  All payments must be received in full before Retreat or your room will not be held at our lower rates.  
Sorry if this inconveniences anyone.) 

 

Do you have any special room needs or food allergies we should know about?  
 

Make checks payable to MMRWA and send this form & your payment to: 
 
MMRWA Retreat 
P.O. Box 2725 

Kalamazoo, MI  49003-2725 
 

You may pay a minimum deposit of $50 to hold your spot at Retreat. 
All registration must be paid in full by: 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17, 2009 
Questions?  Contact Julie at retreat@midmichiganrwa.org 
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F R I D A Y 
 6:00 - 7:30 pm: Registration. 
 6:30 - 7:30 pm: Dinner - All you can eat! 
 7:30 - 8:00 pm: Dessert - Chocolate Anyone?  It‘s time to 

nourish your muse with a profusion of chocolate!! 
 8:00 - 9:00 pm: Official Welcome & Ice Breaker Activities 

- The zanier, the better!  When Debra Dixon was guest 
author, we were all "Star Warped" — abducted to a 
galaxy very close by and enslaved as scribes by the Evil 
Harlequin Empire.  "Murder at Gull Lake" involved 
"poisoning" guest author Eileen Dreyer with "Korbel" 
champagne (she made a very convincing corpse) and 
then detecting which of her envious literary colleagues 
did her in.  This year...who knows? 

 9:00 pm - ?: Relaxation, private critiques, chat sessions, 
bedtime.... 

 

S A T U R D A Y 
 7:00 - 9:00 am: Cereal City Continental Breakfast for all 

Retreat attendees. 
 8:00 - 9:00 am: Registration for Saturday only attendees. 
 9:00 am: Welcome! 
 9:15 - 11:00 am: Thea Devine - “The Manuscript 

Tune-Up”  Why was your manuscript rejected?  Thea 
will discuss the ―what doesn‗t work and why‖ aspects 
culled from her twenty-five years of reading romance 
and women‘s fiction.  This is a roll-up-your-sleeves, nuts-
and-bolts, look-under-the-hood to see how it works, with 
specific examples and practical advice. 

 11:00 - 11:15 am: MMRWA Angel Award. 
 11:15 - 12:00 pm: PAN Meeting for published authors;  

Muse Sessions or Free Time for all others. 
 12:00 - 1:00 pm: Lunch. 
 1:00 - 2:00 pm: Book Sale and Autographing — open to 

the public!  We'll have Waldenbooks there with their 
terrific selection of books and reference materials, and 
authors will be available for signing attendees‘ books.  
Our authors will also bring their own books to sell. 

 2:00 - 3:30 pm:  Thea Devine - “Romance Writer’s 
Toolkit”  In a wide ranging workshop, Thea will talk 
about story and plot, where to find ideas, and share tips, 
techniques and things to try for the times when you‘re 
stuck and don‘t know what to do.  She will discuss trends 
and cultural themes, and reveal some secrets that 
writers must absolutely know in today‘s market.  

 3:30 - 4:00 pm: Break. 
 4:00 - 4:30 pm: Celebrating Member Accomplishments:  

PRO Pin Recognition, Champagne Celebration for First 
Sales and Toot Your Own Horn. 
 

 

 4:30 - 6:00 pm: Book Basket Raffle, Silent & Live 
Auctions with proceeds going to Kalamazoo YWCA 
Anti-Violence Services. 

 6:00 - 7:00 pm: Dinner. 
 7:00 - 10 pm: Optional Small Group Muse Sessions. 
 10:00 pm - ?: Time on your own. 

 

S U N D A Y 
 7:00 - 9:00 am: Cereal City Continental Breakfast. 
 9:00 - 9:30 am: Chapter Meeting. 
 9:30 - 11:00 am: Romance/Biz Round Table with 

Thea Devine. 
 11:00 - 11:30 am: Retreat Wrap-up. 
 11:30 am: Adjournment. 

 

2009 RETREAT FROM HARSH REALITY  

ACTIVITY SCHEDULE AT  

YARROW GOLF & CONFERENCE RESORT!!! 
 

2009 RETREAT 

WE NEED YOU!!! 
 

Retreat From Harsh Reality 2009 is scheduled for the 
weekend of April 24-26th. 

It's a wonderful, fun-filled weekend with friends both old and 
new.  But we need you there to make it a success!!!  
Attendance is down this year due to a number of reasons so 
we're calling on everyone who hasn't registered yet to consider 
joining us.  Come for the whole weekend or come just for 
Saturday.  Or come for whatever timeframe works for you.  And 
if you post to the loop, I'll bet there are other members who just 
might be able to come with you to share the ride, the price of 
gas and the camaraderie.   

Don't be shy, come be inspired!  This weekend is the 
perfect opportunity to refill your writer‘s creative well and 
rejuvenate your writer‘s spirit.  Meet our terrific speaker as she 
shares her wealth of knowledge!  Stock up on romance writing 
how-to books or just find another romance to read for pleasure 
at our book sale!  Or come to support our raffle and auction 
that benefits the Kalamazoo YWCA's Domestic Violence 
Program!  Terrific giveaways in our goody bags are always a 
guarantee.  Post an email to our chapter loop or call another 
member to hear just how great this event is.  And how you just 
can't afford to miss it! 

Registration is supposed to close on Wednesday, April 
8th, but we can stretch it for last minute registrations as 
long as we know you want to come.   We can accommodate 
50 attendees and we still have spots available.  Contact me via 
private email or by phone to let me know you want to attend 
and to make payment arrangements.  Hope to see you there!!!  
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YARROW GOLF & CONFERENCE RESORT 

10499 N 48TH ST 

AUGUSTA MI 49012 

800-563-4397 
 

Kalamazoo: 
East on M-43(Gull Road) to Richland.  In Richland, continue straight through the first traffic light and the road 
becomes M-89.  Follow M-89 east 8.5 miles to 48th street.  Turn left (north) on 48th street 3.5 miles to Yarrow Golf & 
Conference Resort. 

 
From Detroit..(I-94 West) 

Follow I-94 to Exit #92.  Travel north off the exit ramp on business loop I-94.  At the frist traffic light, veer left and 
continue approximately 3 miles to the junction of business loop I-94 east and M-96.  Follow the signs for M-96 west 
and proceed approximately 2.5 miles to Clark Road.  Turn right on Clark Road and follow Clark Road approximately 2 
miles to M-89/West Michigan Ave.  Turn left on M-89/West Michigan Ave. and proceed 1.5 miles to 48th street.  Turn 
right on 48th street and continue north 3.5 miles to Yarrow Golf & Conference Resort.  (Note:  If you are returning to I-
94 this same route, please take not that Clark Road is Custer Road on the return trip.) 

 
From Lansing…(I-69 South) 
 
HIGHWAY ROUTE 

Follow I-69 South to the I-94 Interchange follow I-94 to Exit #92.  Travel north off the exit ramp on business loop I-94.  
At the first traffic light, veer left and continue approximately 3 miles to the junction of business loop I-94 east and M-
96.  Follow the signs for M-96 west and proceed approximately 2.5 miles to Clark road.  Follow Clark approximately 2 
miles to M-89/West Michigan Ave.  Turn left on M-89/West Michigan Ave. and proceed 1.5 miles to 48th street.  Turn 
right on 48th street and continue north 3.5 miles to Yarrow Golf & Conference Resort. (Note: If you are returning to I-
94 this same route, please take note that Clark Road is Custer Road on the return trip.) 

 
SCENIC ROUTE 

Proceed south on I69 to Charlotte. Exit at Lansing Road, Exit 61, and proceed through Charlotte on Lawrence Road. 
Continue through Charlotte.  Upon leaving town the route becomes M-79.  Continue west on M-79 for approximately 
13 miles to M-66. Turn left on M-66 and travel south about 4 miles to Dowling Road. Turn right on Dowling and 
proceed west approximately 6 miles to M-37.  Turn left onto M-37 and continue 8 mile to V Drive North (Hamilton 
Road).  Turn right onto V Drive North (Hamilton Road) and go 3 miles to 48th Street.  Turn right onto 48th Street and 
drive ½ mile to Yarrow. 

 
From Battle Creek... 

Travel west on M-89 (West Michigan Avenue) towards Kalamazoo to 48th Street.  Turn right (North) on 48th Street 
and continue 3.5 miles to Yarrow Golf & Conference Resort. 

 
From Grand Rapids..(Via US-131) 

South on US-131 to exit #49A (Plainwell/M-89 East).  East on M-89 12 miles to junction M-89/M-43.  Right on M-
89/M-43 to Richland (1 Mile).  At traffic light, turn left (east) on M-89 and go 8.5 miles to 48th street.  Turn left (north) 
on 48th Street and continue 3.5 miles to Yarrow Golf & Conference Resort. 

 
From Grand Rapids..(Via M-37) 

South on M-37.  Proceed 1 mile past the intersection of Banfield Road to V Drive North (Hamilton Road).  Turn right 
onto V Drive North (Hamilton Road) and go 3 miles to 48th street.  Turn right onto 48th Street and drive 1/2 mile to 
Yarrow Golf & Confernce Resort. 
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 2009 MMRWA Meeting and 
Program Schedule 

MMRWA holds monthly meetings on a rotating basis in the areas of Grand 

Rapids, Jackson, Kalamazoo, and Lansing.  The Saturday luncheon 
meetings are held from 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in local restaurants and are 

open to the public.  Meetings begin with lunch (optional) and the programs 

start at approximately 1:30 p.m.  There is no charge for the meeting and 
program; luncheon charges are the responsibility of the individual 

attendees. 

January  No chapter meeting.  The Board will meet 

January 17 with a snow day date of January 24. 

February 21 (Lansing)  Writing Short: Writing and 
Marketing a Short Story Romance.  Speaker will be 
Margo Hoornstra. 

March 21 (Grand Rapids)  Synopsis Workshop given by 
Maris Soule. 

April 24-26 Retreat From Harsh Reality will be held at 
Yarrow Golf and Conference Resort in Augusta, MI.  
Speaker will be Thea Devine.   

May 16 (Kalamazoo)  Building a Website.  Speaker will be 

John DePierre.   

June 20 (Grand Rapids)  Special Event:  Debra Dixon will 
present her Book in a Day Workshop, which covers 
GMC and The Hero's Journey.  The workshop will run 
from 10:00 a.m. To 5:00 p.m.  Please note:  There is a 
fee for this workshop; advance registration and 
payment is required for attendance.  There will be no 
registration at the door on the day of the event. 

July:  No chapter meeting. 

August 15 (Lansing)  Understanding Print on Demand.  
Speaker will be Dana Corbit (tentative).  

September 19 (Kalamazoo)  Writer Power:  Feeling 
Important in the Restrictive Market.  Speaker will be  
Alison Hart (AKA Jennifer Greene). 

October 17 (Grand Rapids)  MMRWA Idol. 

November 21 (Kalamazoo)  The Ins and Outs of a Crime 
Lab.  Speaker will be Jerry Luedecking. 

December 12 (Lansing)  End-of-Year Business Meeting 
and Holiday Party. 

Calendar & Reminders 
 
APRIL 
17:  Deadline for Retreat From Harsh 

Reality Registration.   
24-26: Retreat From Harsh Reality. 
 
JUNE 
20:  Special Event:  Book in a Day 

Workshop with Debra Dixon.  There is 
a FEE for this workshop; advance 
registration and payment is required for 
attendance.   

 
 

COUNTDOWN TO THE 2009 

RETREAT FROM HARSH 

REALITY!! 
 
Word of the Day  
 
INANITION - \in-uh-NISH-uhn\, noun: 
  The condition or quality of being empty. 
  Exhaustion, as from lack of nourishment. 
  Lack of vitality or spirit. 
 

We all know about ―filling up the well‖ and ―not letting the 
well run dry.‖  The perfect opportunity to refill our writer‘s 
creative well, rejuvenate our writer‘s spirit and nourish our 
muse with a profusion of chocolate is at the annual Retreat 
From Harsh Reality.   

Retreat will be held April 24-26th at Yarrow Golf & 
Conference Center in Augusta (halfway between Battle 
Creek and Kalamazoo).  Thea Devine has put together an 
outstanding program, and no matter what stage we are at in 
our writing career, I think all of us will learn something from 
her workshops. 

If you are in need of registration forms, please go online 
to our website to download them or take a form today.  You 
may pay $50 now to reserve your spot and then pay the 
balance in full by April 8th.  Packages for MMRWA members 
vary from $55 for one day to $260 for a full weekend single 
occupancy.  Prices are slightly higher for non-members. 

I am still in need of volunteers to help with the Book Sale 
and Author Signing, the Friday night Dessert Committee (i.e., 
Chocolate Anyone?), the Food Committee, the Decorations 
Committee, and Book Basket Committee.  If you‘d like to 
help, please let me know. 

I am also accepting donations for the goodie bags and 
Book Basket Raffle and Auction, so if you have any 
friends or family members who would like to donate to this 
worthy cause that benefits the Kalamazoo YWCA Anti-
Violence Services program, please contact me.  Because 
of the economy, donations of books are way down, and 
even the promotional materials are trickling in at a slower 
rate.  I will be posting another round of Donation pleas, so 
I would greatly appreciate it if you could forward the 
announcement and then notify me where you sent them. 

I am putting together posters advertising the Book Sale 
and Author Signing.  I am in need of volunteers to post these 
in the area libraries and community centers or other public 
locations where people may see them, especially in Battle 
Creek and Kalamazoo.  Any free publicity is always 
appreciated! 

Keep checking your e-mail for frequent Retreat updates.  
Don‘t miss your chance to be a part of this year‘s fabulous 
Retreat!! 
 
Julie McMullen 
Retreat From Harsh Reality Chair 
Eyedoc29@gmail.com 
 

 

mailto:Eyedoc29@gmail.com
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2009 OFFICERS 
 

President 
Lucy Kubash 

info@midmichiganrwa.org 

Vice-president 
Lynette Curtis 

meetings@midmichiganrwa.org 

Secretary 
Ami Weaver 

info@midmichiganrwa.org 

Treasurer 
Roger Nelson 

treasurer@midmichiganrwa.org 

 
2009 COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

 
Cover to Cover Editor 

Nancy Gideon 

covertocover@midmichiganrwa.org 

Happily Ever After Contest 
Catherine McClain 

contest@midmichiganrwa.org 

Historian/Membership/Policy 
Dawn Bartley, 
members@midmichiganrwa.org 

I Will Write a Book/Write for the 
Money 

Flavia Crowner 

Library 
Lucy Kubash and Maris Soule 

Meetings/Programs 
Lynette Curtis 
meetings@midmichiganrwa.org 

Member Recognition 
Lana Miersen & Florence Price 

MMRWA Angel Award 
Lana Miersen 

Mystery Gifts 
Catherine McClain 

Newsletter Editor 
Florence Price 

mirror@midmichiganrwa.org 

PAN Liaisons 
Nancy Gideon & Loralee Lillibridge 

Perseverance Fund 
Roger Nelson 

treasurer@midmichiganrwa.org 

Publicity 
Margo Hoornstra 

Retreat Chair 
Julie McMullen 

retreat@midmichiganrwa.org 

Retreat Speaker Chair 
Laurie Kuna 

RWA® Pro Liaison 
Tammy Kearly 

Website Liaison 
Lana Miersen 

info@midmichiganrwa.org 

What makes anyone want to be a writer?  What makes us 
subject ourselves to rejection, doubt and uncertainty time after 
time?  

For me, the answer lies in knowing that before I ever scribbled 
my first story in a spiral notebook, I was a voracious reader.  My 
mom often related the story of how once, when I was small, we 
were in a doctor‘s waiting room and she was reading to me from a 
big red storybook of children‘s folktales.  We got called in before 
she could finish the story, and I was so upset that she stopped at 
a bookstore on the way home to see if they had the book.  Lucky 
for both of us, they did.  I enjoyed that book for many years, 
reading the stories over and over again, and eventually reading 
them to my own kids years later.  Then there were the countless 
hours I spent in the local library, finally emerging with a stack of 
books to keep me happy for a week or two.  From sprawling 
historical biographies and sagas to gothic mysteries and 
romances of all genres, I‘ve read them and at some point, I 
decided that I wanted to do this too.  I wanted to write stories that 
people would read and enjoy and hopefully remember for a long 
time.   

I‘ve often heard what inspired some authors to start writing 
was reading a book that was really awful and thinking, ―I can do 
better than that,‖ and so they did.  For me, the opposite is true. 
The books that I read made me want to follow in those authors‘ 
footsteps and write stories that were as exciting or touching or 
compelling as the ones that kept me up nights.  Not that I haven‘t 
ever read a book I didn‘t like, but the occasional bomb quickly 
dropped from memory and the stories that became timeless 
favorites stayed with me.  The beloved authors whose books 
brought me so much joy became my heroes, and although I may 
never be able to write as well as they do, I still have that as a 
goal.  Rather than thinking, ―I can do better than that,‖ my mantra 
is, ―I want to do that, too.‖   

So that‘s what keeps me writing.  The desire to write stories 
that someone somewhere will enjoy and maybe even come away 
inspired to write their own.  

 
Happy writing to you! 

   Lucy 

The President’s Corner 

By Lucy Kubash 
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In a synopsis you TELL the story in 1-10 pages.  Not 
easy, but necessary because the synopsis is a selling tool.  
It sells your idea to an agent/editor; agent uses it to sell the 
idea to an editor; editor uses it to sell the idea during 
editorial meetings (so publisher will buy the book); art 
department uses it for cover design; and the marketing 
department uses it for sales reps and marketing promotions 
 
A synopsis is not an outline, it‘s a summary.  It‘s written in 
narrative form because that gives an idea of your writing 
style, your command of the English language and grammar 
and should give a hint of your voice and the tone of the 
book.  In other words, if your book is humorous, your 
synopsis should give a sense of that humor.  If your story is 
erotic, the words you use should indicate this and so on. 
 
A synopsis is told in the present tense, third person.  (I 
have seen a few in first person).  Start at the beginning and 
move directly to the conclusion.  Don‘t skip around.  Don‘t 
load the synopsis down with the names of all the characters 
or all of your secondary plots.  Stick to the main characters‘ 
names and the main plot/conflict and whatever subplots 
complicate or complement that main plot.  Tell the ending – 
how the conflict is resolved.  A synopsis lets the reader 
know you‘ve thought the idea all the way through and 
whatever complications you‘ve introduced, you can resolve. 
 
When you write the synopsis depends on if you are a 
plotter (need an outline before you start writing) or a 
pantser (start writing and let the characters take you to the 
end).  If you‘re unpublished, your synopsis will follow the 
story exactly since most editors/agents want the book 
written before you send out a query.  Once that first book is 
sold, you may merely send a paragraph or two telling what 
the next story will be about.  But what if the story changes 
from that brief synopsis?  If the changes don‘t alter your 
story line in major ways, don‘t worry about it.  Most editors 
know there will be some variations from the proposal to the 
finished project, but if the changes really take the story in a 
new direction, give your editor a call.  If it truly improves the 
story, it will be approved.  However, if the new idea came to 
you at 2:00 a.m. after 6 glasses of wine, you may be told to 
stick with the original concept. 
 
How do you condense a 300 page novel down to 1 
page…or 5…or even 10?  You leave out a lot, but include 
a header that shows your name, book title and page 
number, if more than one page.  If space allows, include 
your name, address, phone, email addy, genre, and word 
count.  You can single space a one page synopsis (as long 
as you indent paragraphs) but you must double space 
anything longer than one page.  Times New Roman or 

Courier font, 12 pt. (Some get away with 11 pt.)  
Remember, editors and agents do a lot of reading. Their 
eyes get tired.  Don‘t make the font small so it all fits.  
Margins of 1‖ on the sides.  Editors like to write comments 
on the margins.  WIDOWS & ORPHANS option OFF.  
First line put SYNOPSIS OF (TITLE OF BOOK).  More 
important than anything…do whatever the 
submission guidelines for that particular agent or 
publisher request. 
 
What to include/exclude in your synopsis?  
REMEMBER if you are writing a romance, it‘s the 
romance that‘s important, not the external conflicts and 
subplots.  If you haven‘t read Debra Dixon‘s GMC: Goal, 
Motivation & Conflict, do.  Before you start your synopsis, 
you should know the GMC, both internal and external, of 
your h/h and the villain, if there is one.  Knowing the GMC 
will help you pick out the scenes to include in your 
synopsis.  This can also work into a pitch line if you have 
to summarize the story to an agent or editor.  (Heroine or 
hero) wants (goal) because (motivation) but (conflict). 
 
SELLING POINTS: Include anything that will make your 
story stand out from others.  It might be the setting, or a 
twist from the expected.  Include emotional elements that 
the reader would be familiar with.  For a romance, make 
sure your synopsis shows how the romance 
develops.  
 
STRUCTURE: Opening paragraph or two.  THE FIRST 
MEETING: Your hero and heroine meet.  Let the reader 
know where this story is taking place, when and how/why 
these two people are thrown together.  We don‘t need 
physical details unless those details are important to the 
plot.  Don‘t give a lot of backstory.  If you do character 
sketches for the main characters, put that at the 
beginning, then clearly indicate where your story starts: 
The story starts when… Give the main conflict(s) of the 
story.  What‘s going to put these two at odds, both 
externally and internally? 

 
Turning point #1 (End of opening): FIRST CHANGE IN 
RELATIONSHIP: Might be the first kiss, first time heroine 
sees hero in a different light, first time they make love.  It 
depends on your story.  This, however, is where they 
have moved from simply being acquaintances (or 
enemies) to becoming involved with each other.  
Something changes the conflict, sets the story in a new 
direction.  
 
 

March Meeting’s Program Recap 

The Dreaded Synopsis 
 

By Maris Soule 
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The Chapter publishes its 
business meeting minutes, 
treasurer‘s reports, and other 
legal documents online in the 
files section of the members-
only MMRWABUSINESS list.  
See Policy, page 14. 

Continued from Page 8 
 
Turning point #2 (Middle of book): Another change in 
Relationship.  One or the other might realize this is love.  
They might make love, then regret it.  Or might almost 
make love, only to stop.  Another change will occur in the 
conflict.  Turning points don‘t have to coincide.  
 
Turning point #3 (Still in middle): Admission of love.  
Might only be to self.  Might be the act of making love.  
Might be a proposal.  Another change in the conflict 
 
Darkest Moment (Ending) All looks lost.  Something 
shatters the happiness.  Self-doubts.  Misunderstandings. 
Critical event occurs.  Might be a threat to the relationship 
or to the person, or to their goal.  Looks like there‘s no 
way these two people can achieve what they want. 
 
Resolution and Reward (Still ending): H/H admit their 
love to each other.  Resolution to the problem/conflict that 
satisfies all.  All loose ends tied up. 
 
Include these steps and you have the rough draft of a 
one/two page synopsis.  If you have more pages, 
elaborate, bring in other steps that illustrate either the 
development of the love relationship or the external 
conflict. 
 
Again, remember, if you’re writing for the romance 
market, it’s the romance that’s important.  Your 
synopsis MUST show how the romance develops.  What 
brings these two people together (can‘t simply be lust).  
What keeps them apart (can‘t simply be a 
misunderstanding).  What happens during the story to 
change the heroine‘s (or hero‘s) opinion of the 
hero/heroine?  What happens to make her doubt his/her 
feelings or turn against him/her?  Focus on those 
elements. 
 
DON’T put in a lot of character descriptions.  Don‘t use 
adjectives & adverbs.  (Use strong, descriptive verbs) 
Don‘t use any nonessential words, scenes, or elements.  
Don‘t use dialogue unless it‘s absolutely critical.  (Not 
enough room in a short synopsis for dialogue.) 
 
DO use strong verbs, be concise, and give a sense of 
your writing style and the tone of the book.  Remember, 
this is a written summary of your story.  One paragraph 
should flow into the next.  
  

Two-time RITA® finalist Maris Soule has had 25 

category romances, one mystery and two short 

stories published.  She’s written for Harlequin, 

Silhouette, Bantam Loveswept and Five Star  

Mystery.  Maris is a past president, vice-

president, and treasurer of MMRWA as well as 

one of the founding members.  In addition to 

belonging to RWA®, she’s a member of MWA, 

MWMWA and Sisters-in-Crime.  She lives in 

Kalamazoo with her husband Bill, a Rhodesian 

Ridgeback and a Siamese cat, and escapes to her 

condo in South Haven whenever possible.  The 

one thing she truly hates to do is write synopses. 
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—CHAPTER CHATTER— 

MEMBER NEWS 

Cindy Arends – Attended Indiana Write Business 
Conference and received five chapter request for 
Unleashing Your Inner Sex Demon.  Received full 
request from Eternal Press for Wings of Desire.   

Dawn Bartley – Is slowly working on my WIP and 
interviewed for a job. 

Annette Briggs – Is getting a story in shape to submit.  
Diane Burton – Started a new story.  It's the first writing 

I've done in a long time.  I worked at the Women's 
Expo in Grand Rapids. 

Lisa Childs Theeuwes – I'm finishing up deadlines.  
Finally A Bride, last book in Wedding Party series for 
Harlequin American, finaled in Galye Wilson's Award of 
Excellence.  Also got a workshop proposal accepted for 
RWA® National Conference – Writing Series Within 
Series Romance.  

Lynette M. Curtis – Working on WIP, found out my full 
got lost in La-La Land and needs to be resubmitted to 
Kimani. 

Donna Garrison – Adding to two WIP's.  Also reading 
two books about writing.   

Patty Gordon – Writing slowly but steadily.  Set a 
personal goal of 100 words each day – no chocolate 
until that's done!  Enrolled in a Japanese language 
class at GVSU – so now I'm learning to write all over 
again.   

Karen Holthof – Still working on revisions on my WIP. 
Margo Hoornstra – Nothing new.  Owe my editor at the 

Wild Rose Press two books based on two synopses.  
Writing short stories for New Love Stories Magazine.  
We'll see! 

Anne Marie King-Jakubiak – I haven't been writing, but 
I've been studying the craft of writing with on-line 
classes and reading craft writing books.   

Shar Koenig – Working on time travel historical series.  
Publishing has been eating into my writing time.   

Lucy Kubash – Haven't written much, but my release 
date for Chance's Return was moved up to May 1

st  
to 

coincide with the opening of White Rose Publishing, a 
second house from the Wild Rose Press.   

Catherine McClain – Wrapping up the HEA Contest for 
first round judging.  Looking forward to having time for 
writing and updating my website.    

Julie McMullen – Revising my fantasy An Orphan's 
Way, completing Part I of the Great Agent Search.  
Starting work on a women's fiction story that Cindy 
Dees helped me with at last year's Retreat.  And, of 
course, getting Retreat organized! 

Lana Miersen – Dealing with insurance company re:  
break-in and robbery.  Unloading RV and storing items.  
Dealing with a well pump that keeps malfunctioning – 

no water!  Started on our income tax.  Only bright 
spot – visiting new granddaughter.  Writing on 
hold for now.  

Roger Nelson – Had to postpone retirement until 
the end of the year/beginning of next year.  Finally 
got authorized on the Chapter bank account.  
Have been writing down ideas to use in future 
stories.   

Florence Price – Worked at the Women's Expo in 
Grand Rapids.  Working on WIP and newsletter. 

Maris Soule – Have two full MS‘s with agents, 
registered my books on google.books.com for the 
class action suit, signed contract with Books in 
Motion (The Crows will be an audio!), and I‘m 
half-way through the sequel to The Crows.  

Ami Weaver – Working on new WIP.  Also hoping to 
rewrite the The Nanny's Secret for resubmission.  
Otherwise, just trying to wait patiently for Spring! 

WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST 

MEMBER - DONNA GARRISON 
 

Donna is a transplanted Georgia peach by way of 
Western New York and Southern Utah.  She and her 
family have lived in Hastings for the past five years.  
She‘s been married to her husband Jeff for 17 years, 
and the son they adopted 12 years ago is now 23 and 
still lives in Utah.  They also have an 11-year-old 
daughter, an Aussie/Standard Collie pooch and two 
gerbils. 

Donna has worked mostly in healthcare related 
jobs, but she also spent seven years as a travel agent 
and had a short stint as a small town journalist.  Her 
BA is in English from Buffalo State College, and she 
completed her MA in Health Communication at MSU 
in May 2008.  Currently, she works very part-time 
writing training materials, web content and marketing 
materials.  

Reading, kayaking, baking, playing Wii and board 
games with her daughter are among her hobbies.  
House cleaning and cooking dinner are not. 

Writing has been a part of her life since she was in 
middle school, where she wrote stories for her friends 
about one of their teachers and the teacher‘s very 
romantic boyfriend who sent her flowers at school.  
Donna finds it exciting (and a little scary) to be taking 
her writing game to the next level by joining MMRWA 
and setting goals for her writing career. 
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Book Two Title:  New Moon 
Grade:  C+       
     
 
 
 
 
 

 
In the first episode of The Vampire Who Stalks Me, 

otherwise known as Twilight by Stephanie Meyer, our 
heroine, Isabella Swan, moves from sunny Phoenix, 
Arizona to dreary Forks, Washington to live with Daddy 
after her darling, ditzy mother wants to go traveling with 
her young stud of a husband.  Bella is immediately 
attracted to the one boy who hates her guts, a 100-year-
old vampire named Edward Cullen.  In Bella's spare time, 
she enjoys simpering up to her vampire boyfriend and 
whining about anything and everything.  Edward spends 
his spare time climbing into Bella's bedroom and 
watching her sleep at night.  After a near death 
experience which preceded the ending of the first novel in 
the series, Bella and Edward's relationship is going just 
fine and dandy with one exception.  Bella wants Edward 
to kill her and turn her into a vampire.  Edward refuses.  
Bella reacts by taking her whining to a whole new level.  
She's paranoid because in a couple days she'll turn 
eighteen and then she'll be physically older than Edward 
who is permanently frozen in his seventeen year old state 
(which is a horror in itself). 

Bella celebrates her eighteenth birthday by being a 
total witch.  She's upset that Edward's family throws her a 
fabulous birthday party and lavishes expensive presents 
upon her.  However, just as you want to climb into the 
book and slap some sense into her, something interesting 
happens.  Bella cuts her finger while unwrapping her 
presents and Edward's vampire family goes into a blood 
frenzy upon seeing that miniscule drop of blood.  Edward 
(who happens to read minds – with the exception of our 
whiny heroine‘s, and I think if he could read her mind and 
see how whiny she was, there would be no point to the 
series, as he would find her just as annoying as we 
readers do) manages to save her life once again.  Over 
the next couple of days, Bella appears to be completely 
oblivious to the fact that Edward is now trying to distance 
himself from her, and she is totally shocked when he 
breaks things off and he and his vampire family leave 
town. 

Instead of realizing Edward has left town to protect 
her, our heroine believes our hero has overcome his 
stalker obsession and no longer wants to climb into her 
bedroom window at night.  She goes into a complete and 
total melt-down, which even the author admits is a bit 

—BOOK REVIEWS FOR THOSE WHO CAN'T BE BOTHERED— 
The Twilight Series by Stephenie Meyer 

Respectfully Reviewed By Lynette Michelle Curtis 

draining on common sense.  Our author attempts to 
soften the blow by writing in big, bold letters the months 
that go by while our heroine is a total basket case.  It 
doesn't work.  She's still annoying. 

For the next couple hundred pages, we see our 
heroine suddenly develop a passion for extreme sports in 
the lame belief that if she gets close to death, our hero 
will arrive to save the day.  It doesn't work.  Now that 
she's somewhat out of her comatose state, boys ask her 
out but she refuses to date.  How could a normal 
teenager compare to a 100-year-old stalker vampire?  
She does, however, develop a friendship with the son of 
her father's friend, a young Native American boy who 
lives on the local reservation.  His name is Jacob Black 
and he happens to turn into a werewolf.  And, of course, 
the werewolf's natural enemies are – you guessed it – 
vampires. 

Jacob is a lovely boy who gets along well with Daddy, 
so of course Bella has no real romantic interest in him.  
But, in her depression, she latches on to him like she's an 
addict and he's the last piece of crack in the universe.  
Despite this, she insists that all she feels for him is 
friendship.  Instead of telling our whiny, needy heroine to 
piss off, Jacob bends over backwards to do whatever she 
wants. 

Just when you start to get bored to tears and miss the 
hero's stalker tendencies, Edward's sister Alice arrives.  
Alice, like Edward, has a special gift, she can see into the 
future and she saw Bella in one of her extreme sport 
moments.  Unfortunately, because Alice can't see 
werewolves in her visions, she didn't see lovely werewolf 
boy save Bella's life.  Alice thinks she's arriving to help 
Bella's father with funeral arrangements only to be 
shocked when she encounters Bella.  A comedy of errors 
that rivals Romeo and Juliet erupts.  Naturally, this 
reference to Romeo and Juliet is foreshadowed as Bella 
and Edward spend the first couple chapters of the novel 
speaking of Shakespeare's play and their reactions to 
Romeo and Juliet's choices.  Since this is a book written 
for teenagers, I don't get too annoyed by the fact that the 
author thinks I'm such a wackadoo, I‘m completely unable 
to make the Romeo and Juliet connection on my own. 

Edward comes to believe Bella is dead.  Since he no 
longer has Bella to stalk, our hero decides to take his 
own life.  The only problem is, since he's a vampire, it's 
pretty hard for him to die.  The solution, of course, is to 
visit the Vampire Royal Family in Italy (wink, wink – 
another illusion to Romeo and Juliet) and tell them he's 
going to expose vampires to the world.   

Bella learns of Edwards plans and she and Alice race 
to Italy (because Edward threw his cell phone away – 
convenient, but hey this is YA), without telling her father 
she's leaving  the  country.  (And  I thought my  mom was 
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Lynette Curtis is a writer, mother, wife and full-
time employee.  Writing is her passion.  It’s the 
happy place she thinks about.  To indulge her 
dark side, she writes romantic suspense, which 
helps her to legally kill off whoever messes with 

her muse. 

too easy on me growing up.  Compared to Bella's 
parents, mine were tyrants.) 

Bella manages to save her man, but gets noticed 
by the Vampire Royal Family.  They are annoyed that 
none of their special vampire tricks affect Bella like 
they do to most humans.  They want to kill her, but 
Alice, lets them know that she sees Bella as a vampire 
one day.  Whew, they are freed. 

On the plane home, Bella realizes she's the only 
girl Edward wants to stalk so they kiss and make up 
despite the fact that she spent the entire book going 
through a horrible reenactment of Natalie Wood's 
Splendor in the Grass performance.  When they reach 
home and Daddy freaks about Bella being gone and 
bringing Edward into his home (after all, Edward was 
the reason Bella had a mental breakdown and nearly 
had to be committed), Bella throws an 'I'm eighteen, I 
can do what I want and if Edward leaves I'm leaving' 
fit.  Daddy just gives in.  Are you kidding me? 

By the way, I really love this series.  It's hard to 
state why I, a woman in her thirties, am obsessed with 
a teenage romance.  I‘m hoping that by analyzing 
these books, I'll be able to come to terms with why I'm 
so addicted. 
 
Pros 

 Awesome characterization: 
Stephanie Meyer makes you feel her characters 
even if you hate their guts.   

 They strike a cord in every girl's soul: 
Remember when you were a teenager and you 
fantasized that you were going to spend the rest of 
your life with your first love?  Stephanie Meyer has 
tapped into that feeling and capitalized on it.  You 
don't want the heroine to lose that innocence. 

 Hot heroes: 
While Edward never did anything for me, Jacob 
Black is hot, and I find myself wondering if I should 
turn myself in for having fantasies about him.  It's 
the same thing I felt when I saw Daniel Radcliff's 
(i.e., Harry Potter) promo pictures from that nude 
play he performed in. 

 More plot than her last book. 
 
Cons 

 Be prepared to spend hours talking to your 
teenager daughter explaining to her how you don't 
need to go and commit suicide if your relationship 
doesn't work out. 

 Bella is portrayed as a needy girl who desperately 
needs someone to come and rescue her, instead of 
working through her issues and saving herself. 

 Bella didn't make Edward's life a living heck for 
running off and hurting her.  The woman in me 
demands that he suffer for that. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Coming up next month: 
When Stalking turns to 
Obsession, otherwise 
known as Eclipse the 
third book in the 
Stephenie Meyer 
Twilight Series. 
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TOOT YOUR OWN HORN CEREMONY 

AT RETREAT 
 

By Lana Miersen and Florence Price 
Member Recognition Co-chairs 
  

Whether big or small, every achievement is a step up 
the publishing ladder.  At Retreat on April 25, we will 
celebrate all our hard-won victories during the Toot Your 
Own Horn Ceremony.  

The Member Recognition Committee is awaiting news 
of your achievements this past year--contest finals (win, 
place or show), editor/agent requests, sales, awards, 
great reviews and more--so please send us all the juicy 
details by Saturday, April 18, so we have time to prepare 
the roll call of success for our chapter members.  

We'll look pretty silly up there at the podium if we have 
a blank sheet of paper and nothing to toot our horns 
about, and so far, we haven't heard from anyone.  Now 
we know many of you are doing very well, finaling and 
winning contests, signing multi-book contracts, winning 
awards and so on, so please, please take a few minutes 
of your time to email your past year's achievements to us.  
Our email addresses are: bookbabe2443@yahoo.com 
and greg-flo.091094@sbcglobal.net.  We hope to hear 
from you soon. 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

April 
30 Lori Nelson Spielman 

May 
01 Alice Weidner 
02 Margo Hoornstra 
14 Lila Chandler 
21 Leila Davis 
     Kathleen Nance 
25 Brandy Lanaé 
Martindale 
27 Nancy Gideon 
28 Susan Crouse 
30 Loralee Lillibridge 

 

WEST MICHIGAN WOMEN’S EXPO   

March 13-15, 2009 
 
By Loralee Lillibridge 
 

Four hundred booths, approximately 16,000 people 
attending...yes, the Women‘s Expo at Devos Place in Grand 
Rapids was a huge event and our Mid-Michigan Chapter of 
RWA® was right there promoting our published authors and 
our awesome Chapter.  

Imagine our excitement as we readied our booth for 
opening day.  Florence and I, with the help of my hubby, did 
our best to make our little space inviting, even though we 
lacked the frills, feathers and sparkling streamers of some of 
our neighbors.  Let‘s face it, there was a lot of competition in 
DeVos Place that weekend, but everyone pitched in, pitched 
books and pitched our Chapter.  We had a great team of 
―pitchers,‖ plus team players like Jackie Braun and Dana 
Nussio, who sent books, promo items for our goodie bags 
and all-around support.  Our booth was busy most of the time 
and garnered lots of positive comments from the crowd.  We 
didn‘t need frills and feathers after all. 

Thanks go out from Nancy and me to volunteer workers 
Diane Burton, Sue Charnley, Lisa Childs, Margo Hoornstra, 
Lucy Kubash, Laurie Kuna, Florence Price and Melissa 
Lucken, as well as those who sent books and promo items, 
for proving teamwork really does work.  

And I want to thank Margo‘s hubby Ron, who did a great 
job of helping us break down the booth and pack up, plus my 
own hubby Gordie for revamping the banner and helping with 
the set-up so early Friday morning.  I‘m sorry I didn‘t think to 
take photos of our men at work.  

We made some important library contacts that I hope will 
result in speaking panels for our members in the future.  Our 
goodie bags with information about our published authors, 
the Chapter and the Retreat were well received.  So much so 
that we had to make more than the 80 we started with.  By 
Sunday night when the event ended, we had passed out over 
250 bags.  We really got the word out. 

Many visitors to our booth were surprised that West 
Michigan had a writers‘ group such as ours.  We definitely 
made the public aware of our existence and, hopefully, 
gained new readers and even some new members.  

All in all, MMRWA has much to be proud of.  We told that 
to everyone we met at the Expo.   

 

 

Left to Right: 
Melissa Ford 
Lucken, Loralee 
Lillibridge, Margo 
Hoornstra, 

Florence Price 

http://us.mc829.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=bookbabe2443@yahoo.com
http://us.mc829.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=greg-flo.091094@sbcglobal.net
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—THE FINAL REFLECTION— 

Great Programs in the Coming 

Months For  

MMRWA Members 
 
As you can see from the articles in this issue, we had a busy 

March with more excitement in the coming months to look 
forward to.  First, we participated in the Women‘s Expo at Devos 
Place in Grand Rapids.  A special thank you should go to 
Loralee Lillibridge and Nancy Gideon, our PAN Liaisons, for 
organizing our booth, materials and volunteers, with a big thank 
you to all who contributed their time and talents to make our 
participation in the Expo a success.  Also in March, we had a 
great Chapter program on The Dreaded Synopsis, with Maris 
Soule as our speaker, and I want to thank Maris for a wonderful 
March Program recap.   

This month, through the efforts of Julie McMullen and so 
many others, we‘ll escape our everyday lives at the Retreat 
From Harsh Reality and have the opportunity to unleash our 
muses, get creative and learn new ways to improve our craft 
with special guest author Thea Devine.  I hope to see many of 
you there.   

And speaking of our craft, now is not the time to be modest!  
Please send your accomplishments to either Lana or me so that 
the Toot Your Own Horn part of Retreat can recognize and 
celebrate your achievements. 

May has us building a website, and in June we‘ll spend the 
day at the Elks Club in Grand Rapids with Debra Dixon when 
she presents her Book in a Day Workshop, which covers GMC 
and The Hero's Journey.  Please remember that there‘s going to 
be advance registration and payment required for this 
workshop, so make plans in advance to attend this event. 

 There‘s no question that April, May and June 2009 are going 
to be busy and exciting months for all MMRWA members. 

Of course, we‘ll take a break in July so that everyone can 
catch their breath, and then we‘re right back at it in August with 
Understanding Print on Demand with Dana Corbit. 

September will find us Feeling Important in the Restrictive 
Market with Alison Hart (aka Jennifer Greene). 

In October is the first MMRWA Idol – Bring it! 
For our November meeting, Lynette has pulled some strings 

with her ―connections‖ to bring us The Ins and Outs of a Crime 
Lab.   

And December will end the year with our End-of-Year 
Business Meeting and Holiday Party.   

I think everyone would agree that our Vice-president, Lynette 
Curtis, has once again done a super human job of putting 
together interesting, informative and fun programs for our 
Chapter.  Kudos, Lynette!!! 

 

Florence Price – Editor 
 

Submission Guidelines 

Policy 
The Mid-Michigan Mirror’s policy is to offer 

our original MMRWA articles to other RWA® 
chapters and loops to use with all credits given 
unless the author specifies restrictions in the 
article. The Mirror staff reserves the right to 

edit submissions for such things as spelling or 
typographical errors, punctuation, grammar, 
size requirements, etc., and content with 
author‘s approval. 

RWA® sister chapters may reprint any 
information in this newsletter providing credit is 
given to MMRWA, The Mid-Michigan Mirror, 
and the article‘s author. Non-RWA® groups 
must secure permission from the author.  

The opinions expressed in this newsletter 
are not necessarily those of RWA®, or of the 
MMRWA and its individual members.  Market 
information contained herein does not 
constitute an endorsement by RWA® or 
MMRWA. Readers are urged to determine for 
themselves the reliability and integrity of those 
with whom they deal.  Writers are encouraged 
to check market report accuracy through the 
RWA® Hotline, (281) 440-6885, press 8. 

Mid-Michigan RWA® is a not-for-profit 
professional writers‘ organization incorporated 
in the State of Michigan. The business meeting 
minutes, treasurer‘s reports, and other legal 
documents of the corporation are published 
online in the files section of the restricted, 
members-only MMRWABUSINESS list. 

The Mid-Michigan Mirror is a publication of 
Mid-Michigan Chapter #12 of Romance Writers 
of America®. Copyright ©2009 by the Mid-
Michigan Romance Writers of America.  All 
rights reserved, unless otherwise stated. 

Chapter Information 
Non-members seeking information about 

Mid-Michigan RWA®, our meetings, and joining 
our chapter, may email our membership chair 
at members@midmichiganrwa.org, write to 
MMRWA, P.O. Box 2725, Kalamazoo, MI 
49003-2725, or visit our chapter online at 
www.midmichiganrwa.org to learn all about us. 

Topics: writing-related—business/marketing, 

craft, how-to, interviews with industry 
professionals, book reviews, member news, 
member bios, members‘ latest releases, 
and program recaps, etc.  

Manuscripts: single-spaced, readable 12 pt. 

black font, no special formatting or colors, 
one-inch margins, saved in rich text format. 

Deadline: the 2nd Saturday of the month, 

unless otherwise stated. Member News 
deadline is the 3rd Saturday (meeting day). 
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Members’ Current and Upcoming Releases 
Winter/Spring 2009 

Lisa Childs: Once A Lawman is the first book in my new Citizens Police Academy 

series from Harlequin American.  It's a February 09 release and a Romantic Times 
Top Pick. 
Once A Hero follows up Once A Lawman.  It's a May 09 release and Once A Cop 
is a September release.  
Immortal Bride is my March release from Silhouette Nocturne and has an online 
prequel from Nocturne Bites called Resurrection, also a March release. 
 

                              
 

Cindy Spencer Pape:  
January 5, 2009: ―Lust in the Afternoon‖ by Cian Fey in the anthology Naughty 
Nooners from Total-E-Bound. (e-book right now, print should be out sometime this 
year.) 
March 23, 2009: ―Trapped‖ by Cindy Spencer Pape in the anthology Ellora’s 
Cavemen: Flavors of Ecstasy, Volume I. (e-book and print) 
 

 

Jackie Braun:  Marrying the Manhattan Millionaire, Harlequin Romance,  

April 2009  
 

      


