
Julie Kistler is the author of 30 romance novels and five shorter 
works, including one Cat Crime, two chapters for charity 
projects, an online serial and a novella. Julie won the Madcap 
Award for the best romantic comedy of 2001 for Just A Little 
Fling,  a Harlequin Temptation, and she was nominated for 
Romance Writers of America's® Rita Award for Black Jack 
Brogan, a Harlequin American Romance. Several of her books 
have hit the Waldenbooks Best-Seller Lists. Julie has been a 
student, front desk clerk, room service waiter, switchboard 
operator, pizza chef, criminal prosecutor, singing and dancing 
law book, prose reader, legal research expert, member of the 
Board of Directors of Romance Writers of America®, president 
of Novelists Inc, marketing manager, romance writer, 
sportswriter, reporter, critic, Fred Astaire fanatic, cat lover, 
White Sox fan, daughter, sister, wife and friend.  Please see 
Julie's website, http://www.juliekistler.com/ for more details! 
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—THE BOARD ROOM— 

The weekend we’ve waited for since last April is almost here! 
Are you all set to kick back, de-stress, and recharge your muse? 
Are you game for our madcap, always-fun Friday night Icebreaker? 
Are you pumped up for Julie Kistler’s high-powered workshops? 
Are you primed to “toot your own horn,” toast first sales with 

Champagne, and honor the 2006 Angel Award recipient? 
Are you ready and eager to participate in the Saturday night muse sessions 

and the Sunday morning Romance Writing/Biz Round table? 
And have you saved up to bid on the fabulous book baskets (including an 

editor critique!) in our annual charity auction and raffle for the Kalamazoo 
YWCA’s Domestic Assault Program—and for the book sale and author signing? 

If so, you’re raring to go! 
April’s business meeting takes place at Retreat, preceding Sunday’s round 

table discussion with 2007 writer-in-residence Julie Kistler.  
A map and directions to St. Ives are on page 2. For more complete Retreat 

details, and to print a larger map, visit the Retreat page on our website: 
http://www.midmichiganrwa.org/retreat.html. MMMMMMMMMMMM 

 

Julie Kistler 

2007 Retreat 

Writer-in-Residence 
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Directions and Map to St. Ives Resort 
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The President’s 

Two Cents Worth 
 

By Annette Briggs 

Over the past several weeks, I’ve been examining 
our Bylaws and Policy and Procedures. I needed to 
know what makes the chapter work, but I found that 
the spirit of our chapter isn’t in the paperwork. 
Bylaws and Policy and Procedures are only a skeleton. 
We individual members give it the flesh and the heart. 

We’re about learning to build each other up even if 
we didn’t arrive with those skills. They can be 
learned. It feels better to be told that my heroine 
needs to emphasize her strong side than to be told 
that she’s a mousy wimp. 

We’re about being the soft place to fall. Even a 
rejection is bearable when you can get wise counsel 
from fellow members who have been there and know 
that it doesn’t have to be forever. 

We’re about working together. Every year, we 
prove it with our wonderful retreat and our sizeable 
donation to the Kalamazoo YWCA Domestic Assault 
Program. 

We’re about standing hand in hand against the hard 
knocks of writing business realities, and we’re about 
beating the odds by offering education, mentoring and 
networking. 

Our styles, our tastes, and our journeys may be 
different, but we have at least one thing in common. 
We believe in love. Our stories show it. Our actions 
show it. There will always be circumstances crossing 
our paths that put our beliefs to the test. May our 
belief in love always be reflected in our behavior.  

      All the best, 

                    AnnetteAnnetteAnnetteAnnette    



 

Page 4 April 2007 Mid-Michigan Mirror

“I am the ever plodding 
and overcautious turtle 
on the career highway.  

Go ahead and zoom past 
me.  I’ll be sure to wave 
when I trudge past those 
who’ve stopped to ask 
for directions because 

they’re lost.” 

March speaker Nancy Gideon is a self-confessed obsessive planner 
who admits she is the least spontaneous or impulsive person in the 
world. 

“I am the ever plodding and overcautious turtle on the career 
highway.  Go ahead and zoom past me.  I’ll be sure to wave when I 
trudge past those who’ve stopped to ask for directions because 
they’re lost.” 

According to Nancy, pacing doesn’t just apply to chapters one 
through eighteen.  It also applies to your entire career. “Everyone 
has her own comfort zone, her own pace for traveling down that 
career highway.  How fast and how far is up to you.  Just make sure 
you’re the one behind the wheel and you know where you’re going.” 

Nancy’s Tortoise or Hare Pop Quiz: 
I’ll take a big high powered agent over one with many successful 

clients. 
I need a lot of encouragement to keep going. 
I would rather have one bestseller than a dozen midlist books. 
It’s all about the money.  I’ll write whatever pays best. 
A bad review or critique is devastating. 
I think it’s okay to call or e-mail an agent/editor frequently. They 

work for me. 
I start lots of books but get easily bored with it and move on. 
I write for the sheer joy of it. 
I write what I love no matter what’s Hot on the market. 
I don’t worry about what other people say when I know my 

writing’s good 
I target a publisher before I start a book 
I view my writing as a business. 
I don’t mind working for what I get, even if it takes longer. 
I find a type of book that works and stick with it. 
I love to network with other authors and industry people. 
Those who strike it big with their first book haven’t paid their 

dues. 
I read only the type of books I want to write. 
If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it. 
I’m afraid to offend people with what I write. 
I’d rather go with a safe contract with a current publisher than 

jump into a risky relationship with a new one. 
Your answers to the above will tell you which you are. The 

Tortoise is a plotter and a plodder who paves the road of her career 
with well crafted, tried and true novels that stay within the 
guidelines. The journey is as important as the destination; she 
doesn’t want to make any mistakes that would mean taking a detour.  

March Program Recap: “The Tortoise and 

the Hare Approach to Your Writing Career.” 

—CHAPTER CHATTER— 

The Chapter publishes its 
business meeting minutes, 
treasurer’s reports, and other 
legal documents online in the 
files section of the members-
only MMRWABUSINESS list.  
See Policy, page 18. 
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The Hare is a risk taker who wants it all and wants it now. The Hare 
is not as interested in what she can learn from where others have 
gone; she wants to make her own road.  

Nancy’s Career Trip Tips: 
Plan Your Trip Carefully: Know where you’re going, have a 

destination in mind.  Ask yourself why you’re writing.  Ask yourself 
her favorite Sean Connery line from The Untouchables.  “What are 
you prepared to do?” 

What are you going to pack?:  According to motivationalist Zig 

Ziegler (Success for Dummies), there are ten things plus one you 
need to pack on your journey to success: 

1.  A do-it-now, hustle approach to life 
2.  Character defined as “the ability to carry out a good resolution 

long after the excitement of the moment has passed.” 
3.  Risk-taking (not gambling) 
4. Time-miserliness–the lack of time isn’t the problem–having a 

sense of direction and using time wisely are the critical factors. 
5. Non-verbal communication skills. Consider what your actions 

and expressions relay about you. 
6.  Thick skin.  
7.  Obedience–before you can become a leader, you must learn to 

follow. 
8.  Courage to take the first step. 
9. Intolerance of things that violate divine or human laws but 

tolerance for the rights of others to believe what they believe. 
10. A sense of humor. The relief from tension and enjoyment of 

life 
11. Winning habits 

How are you going to get there?  Sometimes mistakes made 
early on are difficult to recover from. Don’t confuse desperation 
with persistence.  Persistence is a willingness to stick with it for 
the long haul, but if the breaking in period becomes too long or 
frustrating, a writer may grab at whatever comes along, settling 
for less than she deserves.  And yes, a bad agent is worse than no 
agent. 

When literary agent Donald Maass (The Career Novelist) 
examined the common traits of his high ticket clients, this is what 
he found: They were genre writers-none had ever crossed genres 
or written a mainstream novel.  They published for ten years 
before reaching the six figure level, though most had a five figure 
income early in their careers. They reached six figures by 
improvement of craft and careful reader cultivation.  The six-
figure threshold arrived before the six-figure advance because of 
backlist royalties and sub-rights sales.  None were plugged in.  They 
weren’t talking in chat rooms, attending conferences, joining 
organizations, self-promoting or chasing awards.  Those things don’t 
hurt an author but he didn’t find them to be essential factors in a 
writing income. The main thing was that those writers believed in 
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their writing and each had a unique voice. 
Keeping it between the lines: goals, focus, determination: Be SMART 

about your goals. Make them specific, measurable, attainable and 
realistic, and timely. Success Is a Habit: 1. Expect to achieve success 
when you prepare for it; 2. Success begets Success; 3. Make success 
happen through repetition; 4. Being, Doing and Having (list who you 
need to be to have what you want from your writing career and what 
you have to do to get it);  5. Choose success; 6. Remember experts can 
be wrong--reviewers, editors, critique partners, moms, best friends and 
spiteful enemies can be wrong. (Trust yourself and maintain your 
optimism, but also be prepared to find out that they may be right.) 

Zig Zeigler has the following advice to avoid failure: 
1. Set a SMART goal that is big, long-range that can be broken down 

into smaller parts and don’t set too many goals (he suggests no more 
than four) at one time. 

2. Identify what’s in it for you. 
3. Recognize the obstacles that stand between you and your goal. 
4. Seek counsel and guidance. 
5. Consider who can help you. 
6. Develop the knowledge and skills you need to be successful. 
7. Develop a plan of action. 
8.  Set a deadline for achievement--a goal without a deadline is just a 

good intention. 
Nancy advises us to take rest stops so the passion can renew itself.  

Reward yourself for accomplishing a goal. Persistence pays off.  Expect 
to win if you have a good plan.  Make the best of what you have. Dare to 
do the unusual. Remember failure is an event, not a person.  Don’t take 
it personally. Develop an attitude of gratitude for what you have.  Leave 
some of your baggage at home.  You don’t need to haul past mistakes 
with you. Mistakes are the springboard of accomplishment.   Forget your 
ego and take good advice. 

Life is a highway.  Enjoy the trip. MMMMMMMMMMMM    

 

Nancy Gideon, A.K.A. Dana Ransom, Rosalyn West, Lauren Giddings: With 46 sales to 
her credit since her first publication in 1987, Portage, Michigan author Nancy Gideon's 
writing career is as versatile as the romance genre, itself (probably because she's a 
Gemini!) One month, it's researching the gritty existence of 1880's Texas Rangers only to 
jump to modern themes of intrigue and serial killers. Then it's back to the shadowy 
netherworlds of vampires and horror movie scripts. She's a Romantic Times Career 
Achievement Award for Historical Adventure and HOLT Medallion winner as well as a 
Waldenbooks, amazon.com and aol.com best seller. In-between, she's the former vice 
president and award-winning newsletter editor for Mid-Michigan RWA and is widely 
published in industry trade magazine. A full-time legal assistant and mother of two 
almost out of the nest boys, she spends her spare time taking care of a menagerie 
consisting of an ugly dog, a lazy cat, a tankful of pampered fish and three African clawed 
frogs adopted after a Scouting badge and a yard full of unruly flowers. Nancy begins her 
writing day at 4:30 a.m. while the family is still sleeping.   The latest entry in her Lone 
Wolf's Warrior unofficial series is Warrior for One Night, out this month from Silhouette 
Romantic Suspense.       For more information, see her website at: 
www.tlt.com/authors/ngideon.htm or e-mail: ncgideon@msn.com. 
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March 2007 Member News 

Dawn Bartley: Busy, busy. Not writing. � Finished my 
Michigan quilt top. 

Tereasa Bellew:  Waiting to hear from an agent on a 
partial. Finished manuscript—thinking of a new project. 

Lisa Childs-Theeuwes: Sold four books to Harlequin 
American, a series called the Wedding Party, which will 
be released in 2008. Second book in Witch Hunt series, 
Persecuted, is a Silhouette Nocturne April release. 

Lynette Curtis: Still working on revisions; I placed 3rd in 
SMRW Laurie Contest with Arrested Development! 

Anne Marie King-Jakubiak: Baby-sitting and sewing for 
customers. No writing. Nothing going out and nothing 
coming back that’s out. 

Wil A. Emerson: Moving forward. Submitted romantic 
suspense, submitted a short mystery to a national mag. 
Heading to Hilton Head for two weeks of writing on the 
beach. Yeah! 

Nancy Gideon: Got a 4 ½ from RT on April Silhouette 
Romantic Suspense Warrior for One Night! 

Margo Hoornstra: On the home stretch of WIP. Hope to 
have it making the rounds soon. Wish me luck! 

Lucy Kubush: Still working on contemporary. Hope to get 
synopsis in to editor by Retreat. 

Laurie Kuna: Still working on long-overdue ms. Going to 
the PASIC conference at end of month. 

Loralee Lillibridge: Completing requested contemporary; 
working on next two. Going to PASIC conference in NYC 
the end of March. 

Lana Miersen: Wrote a book review for the Mirror.  Fought 
with cranky computer and home network to get the 
March Mirror completed and online; still doing battle 
with laser printer. Computer problems are eating up my 
writing time! 

Roger Nelson: Working on third book centered around a 
week-long canoe trip on the Au Sable River. 

Maris Soule: Spent a week in Virginia studying Thomas 
Jefferson. Have an ISBN for my December book and 
should see cover soon. Otherwise finding no time to 
write. 

 

April Birthdays 

7th7th7th7th   Kelli Finger 
30303030thththth  Julie Lea 

Upcoming May 

Birthdays 
1st1st1st1st   Alice Weidner 
2nd2nd2nd2nd   Margo Hoornstra 
10th10th10th10th   Jeff Redmond 
14th14th14th14th   Lila Marie Chandler  
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Rosanne Bittner: Where Heaven Begins, Steeple Hill 
Women’s Fiction. 

 
 
Lisa Childs: Persecuted, Silhouette Nocturne, Book II of 

The Witch Hunt series. 
 
 
Nancy Gideon: Warrior For One Night, Silhouette 

Romantic Suspense. 
 
 
Renee Hand: Seduction of the Lonely Heart, 

PublishAmerica. 
 
 

Our Authors’ Current and 
Upcoming Releases 

Michelle Celmer: Best Man's Conquest, 
Silhouette Desire. 

 
 
Jennifer Green: “Born of My Heart,” Like 

Mother, Like Daughter (But in a Good Way), 
Mother's Day anthology for Harlequin Next. 

 

April 2007 

May 2007 
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Welcome to MMRWA! 

Introducing our new member— 

LILA MARIE CHANDLER 
Lila wrote her first short stories at age ten and scribed copies for 

classmates. She wrote her first novella at twelve. Encouraged by her 
mother, she submitted the novella to a dozen publishers--and received 
a dozen rejections. 

Not confident that writing would pay the bills, Lila majored in 
English at Indiana Wesleyan University. She taught high school English 
for three years. Later, as an activity director in nursing homes, she 
further utilized writing when savvy administrators assigned her to edit 
their facility newsletters. 

Now an at-home mommy, Lila writes regular articles for the activity 
directors’ journal, A New Day; regular features for hometown 
newspaper The Herald-Palladium; and her short fiction has appeared in 
Standard Publishing’s Encounter Magazine. 

As a pre-member in 2006, she entered MMRWA’s “Happily Ever 
After” Contest, learning of the writers’ group and contest online. Now 
she eagerly joins a group of writers all seeking the same goal: to 
celebrate and document love’s triumphs. MMMMMMMMMMMM 

 

PAN Bulletin 

MMRWA Membership Chair Dawn Bartley updated the chapter 
brochure in February.  The brochure includes the names of the 
chapter’s published authors, the sub-genres in which they write and 
their publishers. In addition, the brochure lists the various topics on 
which our authors are qualified to speak, plus liaison contact 
information. If you would like copies of the brochure to distribute to 
libraries and booksellers in your area, please contact Dawn at 
members@midmichiganrwa.org. 

 

PRO Notes 

The current PRO-Class is conducting a “boot camp” on agents. 
Jenna Petersen’s “Great Agent Search” workshop has concluded.  Next 
up to take questions is agent Irene Goodman, 

To sign up for PRO-Class, send an email to PRO-Class-

subscribe@yahoogroups.com. 
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Announcements 

Reminders 

June 6th is the receipt deadline for entries 
in Mid-Michigan RWA’s 2007 “Happily Ever 
After” Contest. Download or print contest 
guidelines, entry forms and sample score sheets 
from our website’s contest page at  
www.midmichiganrwa.org/contest.html.  

 

 June 30th is the deadline for chapter 
members to enter the 2007 “I Will Write a 
Book” Challenge. 

 

Chairperson Needed: 

MMRWA is still in need of a chairperson for 
the following committee: Mystery Gifts. 

Please consider volunteering your time to 
the chapter in this capacity. MMRWA provides 
its members with the opportunity to gain 
professional knowledge, to network, and to 
receive support from other members. 
Volunteering to serve on a committee provides 
each of us with the opportunity to give 
something back to the chapter. 

 

New Submissions Deadline for The Mirror: 

Please note that the new submissions 
deadline is the 2nd Saturday of the month prior 

to publication. 

January:  No meeting. 
February 17:  Elks Lodge in Grand Rapids; Grand Rapids 

Police Lt. Mark Ostapowicz will speak about his 
experiences in the Grand Rapids Police Department. 

March 17:  Brewster’s Kalamazoo; Nancy Gideon 
compares “The Tortoise and the Hare approach to your 
writing.”   

April 20-22: St. Ives Resort, Stanwood, MI, Retreat From 
Harsh Reality 2007; Julie Kistler, guest author. 

May 19: Jackson, tentatively scheduled at Daryl's 
Downtown.  Gail Gaymer Martin speaks on “How to 
Write an Inspirational Romance and Get a How-to Book 
Published with Writer's Digest.” 

June 16: La Senorita, Lansing; Jodi Lozon-Copeland 
discusses the erotica market. 

July:  No meeting. 
August 18: Grand Rapids; tentative location, Famous 

Dave's new location on Northland Drive; tentative 
speaker, an assistant prosecutor for the City of Grand 
Rapids. 

September 15: Brewster’s, Kalamazoo; Jennifer Greene 
discusses “Trends: How to Balance an Author's Creative 
Needs and Still Address What it Takes to be 
Commercial.” 

October 20: Tentative—Jackson Library, multi-author 
panel discussion. 

November 17:  La Senorita, Lansing; Maris Soule on 
writing mystery and romance. 

December: Grand Rapids -- either Famous Dave's or Elks -
- Christmas Party. 

 

2007 MMRWA Meeting Schedule 

 
MMRWA holds monthly meetings on a rotating basis in the areas of 
Grand Rapids, Jackson, Kalamazoo, and Lansing.  The Saturday 
luncheon meetings are held from 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in local 
restaurants and are open to the public.  Meetings begin with lunch 
(optional) and the programs start at approximately 1:30 p.m.  There 
is no charge for the meeting and program; luncheon charges are the 
responsibility of the individual attendees. 
 

Mission Statement:  The purpose of the Mid-Michigan Chapter of Romance 
Writers of America® is to promote excellence in romantic fiction, to help 
writers publish and establish careers, and to provide continuing support for 
writers within the romance publishing industry. 
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—THE “INSPIRATIONAL” WRITING LIFE—  

Weaving Faith Into Romance Novels 

By Gail Gaymer Martin 

What makes Christian romance different from other romances? 
 It's the faith message woven throughout the story. The spiritual 

themes are entwined in the story's threads, creating a vivid theme 
inseparable from the plot line. Although each publishing house looks 
for individual ways the spiritual elements are handled, most have 
one thing in common—the caution to avoid preaching. 

The approach to Christian romance is presenting believable 
Christian characters who deal with real life issues and approach it 
from a Christian world view, which means they want to follow God’s 
Word in a world that doesn’t always embrace the same values. It’s the 
struggle between a world and God’s Word, and the struggle of flawed 
people to follow God’s expectations. 

Through their novels, writers want to entertain, yet lift up the 
principles of a godly life. The challenge Christian romance authors 
face is to present a strong spiritual theme or truth without 
overshadowing the story. How can this be done? 
 
Focusing on the Character’s Faith  

When a story begins to grow in the author's mind and hearts, the 
first step is to pinpoint what faith struggles create conflicts in the lives 
of the hero and heroine. Although every story, in a sense, is a 
salvation message, this is not the only worthy theme for Christian 
romance. Stories that revolve around trust, honesty, forgiveness, fear, 
weakness, shame, pride, sin, guilt, and self-centeredness—only to 
name a few—creates realistic stories that deal with everyday 
struggles of believers and non-believers alike.  

In my romantic suspense novel A Love for Safekeeping, the 
heroine, Jane, struggles with her faith in a natural and realistic 
manner. 

Somehow in trying to defend and honor her mother, she'd 
dishonored her father. Each time the scene rose in her thoughts, the 
paradox wrought her with guilt, leaving her weighted with sorrow and 
exasperation. The commandments were impossible. Didn't God 
realize sometimes a person had to break one part of a commandment 
to keep another? 

Jane's spiritual battle is realistic and provides a direction for the 

Gail Gaymer Martin 
 

With Easter falling in the month of April this year, it seemed fitting to spotlight the chapter’s inspirational romance authors in 
this issue. Our three featured articles on writing the inspirational romance were written from the prospective of an established 
award-winning author, a rising star, and an author who just made her first sale in this increasingly popular sub-genre. 
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novel's faith message. Once that focus is determined, the 
author's next step will be to find a scripture verse that identifies 
the characters' struggles or flaws and the message of God's 
unfailing love and mercy. 

A Love for Safekeeping is the story of a woman who is being 
stalked. For that reason, I focused on the Bible verse Psalm 27: 
1:  The Lord is my light and my salvation – whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life – of whom shall I be afraid? 
A Bible passage such as this will help guide the plot's motivation, 
goal and conflict scenes, and it will help to keep the story 
centered. 
 
Common Principles  

All houses agree authors should avoid doctrinal issues, 
violence, foul language, and sexual behavior inappropriate to 
God’s expectations. A few publishers avoid dancing and alcohol, 
as well as characters being in compromising positions, such as 
living or staying in the same house without another adult present. 
This means it is vital to read the guidelines of each publisher you 
might want to pursue to make sure you have stayed within the 
boundaries of what they want. Publishers are always open to 
consider the need for any element when it has a vital impact on 
story plot. 

 
Know the Publisher  

An author's approach to the faith message will vary depending 
on the publisher, but you can be sure that they look for a faith 
message integrated into the plot and demonstrated through the 
actions and reactions of characters in their walk through life. The 
spiritual message arises naturally from the arising conflicts based 
on a faith element, the struggle with human flaws, and the 
characters turning to God for aid and support in solving their 
difficulties. This means the story line does not necessarily 
revolved around church activities and fellowship, prayers spoken 
in detail, or Bible quotes included in the story. 

 
The Ultimate Purpose  

The goal of Christian romance is to first entertain, then to 
touch readers’ emotions as they identify with the struggles and 
growth of the characters. Hopefully they will be changed by the 
story and be led to seek strengthened faith in their own lives. 
© 2007 Gail Gaymer Martin  MMMMMMMMMMMM    

Multi-award-winning Christian 
romance author Gail Gaymer 
Martin  has written 40 
contracted novels and has over a 
million books in print.  Look for 
her Writers Digest book, 
Writing The Christian 
Romance, in December 2007. 
Gail is a keynote speaker and 
presents workshops across the 
U.S. She is a member of 
Advanced Speakers and Writers 
Association, is a founding 
member of American Christian 
Romance Writers, and a member 
of RWA® and three of its 
chapters-MMRWA, GDRWA and 
FHL. To learn more about Gail 
and her novels, visit her website 
www.gailmartin.com. 
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Who Writes Inspirational Romance? I do. 
 

By Dana Corbit Nussio 

Who is the average published inspirational 
romance writer? Is she a life-seasoned Sunday School 
teacher and minister’s wife who simultaneously gives 
church organ concerts and leads the choir in a 
complete version of Handel’s Messiah each Easter? I 
asked myself those things when I agreed to share my 
experiences the last seven years writing for 
publication in this romance sub-genre. 

Since I received “the call” for the sale of my first 
inspirational romance in 2001, I have met so many 
amazing people who write these books, both through 
Romance Writers of America and through American 
Christian Fiction Writers. But who is this writer who 
chooses to write inspirational romance when there 
are so many sub-genre choices available to her? 

From what I’ve observed, the “average” 
inspirational romance writer doesn’t exist. Sure, she 
shares some basic commonalties with other writers 
in the sub-genre: she is likely female, loves being a 
storyteller and is most often married and of age to 
vote. Those traits, though, probably describe the 
majority of published authors in Romance Writers of 
America. Additionally, and most importantly, this 
romance writer is someone who has a personal faith 
in God that matters to her. 

Beyond those basic qualities that bond us 
together, inspirational writers are as different as our 
stories. We are busy career women and part-time 
church organists. We come from as varied places as 
New Orleans, Detroit, Oklahoma City and Edmonton, 
Alberta. We are stay-at-home moms and former 
fashion models, sixty-plusses and under thirties, 
minister’s wives and single heads of households. We 
are even church-going soccer/swim moms/former 
Sunday School teachers who can barely find time to 
meet a writing deadline and make dinner every night 
let alone schedule an hour for choir practice each 
week. 

Oh, the last would be me. 

Dana Corbit  Nussio 
 

Writing Inspirational Romance 
By Dana Corbit Nussio 
 
Are inspirational romances always 
“Christian?” 
In a word, yes. Though in the future there 
might be a market for romances from other 
religious faiths, current inspirational 
romances are Christian romances.  Books 
released through my publisher, Steeple Hill, 
part of Harlequin Enterprises, (American 
Booksellers Association) must be 
nondenominational in that they are not to 
mention practices specific to a particular 
religious denomination. Churches mentioned 
in the books are community churches. Some 
CBA (Christian Booksellers Association) 
publishers are more closely aligned with a 
particular denomination, so they would allow 
more leeway. 
 
How religious does an inspirational 
romance have to be? 
There are many different voices in the 
inspirational genre with varying levels of 
religiosity. Some characters quote Scriptures; 
others don’t. Sermons can be mentioned 
when the characters are at church, but most 
publishers discourage writers from using 
them as a platform to preach. Conversion 
stories are more commonplace with some 
publishers while others prefer to limit them. 
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I know I make it sound exhausting, but I have 
loved every minute of this ride and this opportunity 
to tell stories from my heart for this very unique 
market.  I love the challenge of writing books that 
tell love stories “from the neck up” as one of my 
first editors once described them. I love the fact 
that my pre-teen and teenage daughters can read 
my books now and can learn about the type of love I 
hope they’ll one day find. 

For me, the journey to writing inspirational 
romance was a meandering one. A writer from as 
long as I can remember, I had a journalism degree 
and several years experience as a reporter and 
features editor under my belt before I wrote my first 
piece of serious fiction in 1994. Come Kiss Me, Liar, 
a single-title contemporary romance, received an 
impressive share of rejections, most notably one 
where the Silhouette editor said she hated the 
heroine. I had based that character, a reporter, on 
myself. 

After writing my second manuscript, a single-title 
romantic suspense that never seemed ready to 
submit, on a whim, I decided to try an inspirational 
romance. The idea for this hospice story had come 
to me after my friend, Terry, who died of colon 
cancer at age thirty-seven. I can admit now that I’d 
never read an inspirational romance before I 
submitted that story. Again the rejection came, but 
this time it was one of those rejections writers beg 
for: one that says, “We like how you tell a story. 
Now write something we can publish.” The Steeple 
Hill Love Inspired editor also kindly suggested that I 
read some of their current books. 

Still, I had found my writing voice. I know I should 
have figured it out earlier that this was the place for 
me. My faith had always been important to me. I 
loved memorizing Scriptures for Sunday School and 
AWANA club, was voted “Most Religious” in my high 
school class (not exactly considered high praise at 
the time) and had so much fun in Religious Studies 
classes that I earned nearly enough credits for a 
second college minor. I might be a slow learner, but 
I figure things out eventually. 

 
What is the balance of faith and love in an 
inspirational romance? 
This depends on the story. Generally, an 
inspirational romance will have a faith thread 
flowing through it that is every bit as viable 
as the romance thread and the external-
conflict thread.  From the beginning to the 
end of the story, the primary characters 
should have grown in their faith somehow, 
whether it is a conversion story, a 
rededication or some other, less-obvious 
change. This growth is one part of the 
character arc. 
  
What are the taboos? 
Writers targeting inspirational romance need 
to be prepared to deal with some definite 
taboos. Most publishers will not allow the 
use of profanity of any kind, even 
commonplace derivatives of the words. Most 
publishers limit the discussion of drinking 
alcohol, dancing and playing cards as well. 
No love scenes by unmarried characters are 
allowed, and those between married partners 
are limited generally to closed-door scenes.    
 
How is the sensuality element handled? 
Though blatant sexuality is inappropriate in 
these books, sensual tension is a must as it is 
in all romances. Characters must have the 
natural attraction that allows them to fall in 
love. Personally, I want my heroes and 
heroines to be tempted to make love but to 
choose to keep their commitment to wait 
until marriage because of their faith. There’s 
nothing more heroic to me than a hero who 
denies his needs for the sake of the woman 
he loves. 
 
What is the difference between a good 
inspirational romance and a great one? 
A good inspirational romance has the threads 
of faith, romance and external conflict, but a 
great one blends the threads so seamlessly 
that none could be removed without causing 
the story to collapse. It is disappointing to 
read a story where the inspirational thread 
appears to have been added as an 
afterthought to a regular romance story. The 
elements, then, are clearly out of balance. 
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Dana Corbit Nussio writes as Dana Corbit for Steeple Hill Books and 
Guideposts Books. Her November release, A Hickory Ridge 
Christmas, is a finalist for the Colorado Romance Writers Award of 
Excellence, and her newest release, Flower Girl Bride , is available in 
bookstores now. 
 

I’d found my voice, but I still had to find the 
right story. For me, the story turned out to be a 
personal one. In A Blessed Life, I based a 
character on our daughter, Caterina, who lives 
with the chronic illness juvenile rheumatoid 
arthritis. (She has been in remission for three years 
now.) Through this mother’s journey, I shared my 
own helplessness in watching my child in pain as 
well as my own difficulty in giving over control in 
my life to God. I finally made my first sale. 

In the six years since that sale, I have sold eight 
additional books to Steeple Hill Love Inspired and 
one to Guideposts Books, none as personal as the 
first but all containing strong emotional themes 
that have become my trademark. I have had the 
chance to tell real stories about real men and 
women facing the challenges, joys and temptations 
in their lives while relying on their faith to help 
them. 

I love hearing from readers that some element 
in a story has touched them. Some authors think of 
their books as a ministry, but I prefer to think that 
a Christian’s life is her ministry. I’m simply the 
storyteller. My books are meant to entertain, but if 
God uses them to inspire readers to find hope or 
renewal in their faith, then I couldn’t be more 
pleased. 

So who are these writers of inspirational 
romance? We are an eclectic group of writers who 
share the desire to tell stories of love and faith. 
I’m thrilled to be one of them. MMMMMMMMMMMM 

 
Can an author write both inspirational and 
secular romance? 
It has been done, and some authors have found 
success in it, but this is the exception rather 
than the rule. Inspirational romance readers 
generally don’t approve of their authors writing 
books with love scenes in them. A secular 
writer can make the move to inspirational, and 
an inspirational writer can make the opposite 
move, but it is much more difficult for a writer 
to remain active in both markets.   
 
What are positive signs for this romance 
market? 
Inspirational romance is one of the fastest-
growing sub-genres in the romance market. 
Steeple Hill alone has grown from publishing 
only three category romance books per month 
in 2001 to eight per month in 2007 – four Love 
Inspired books and four Love Inspired 
Suspense books – plus a variety of releases 
through its single-title program. Soon it will 
begin releasing additional category-length titles 
through its Love Inspired Historicals imprint. 
 
What are the limitations for the market? 
One of the strengths of the inspirational market 
is also its limitation. Because the stories are 
Christian, the books cannot easily be marketed 
in parts of the world where Christianity is a 
minority religion. For authors, that means 
foreign sales and foreign translations are 
limited. MMMMMMMMMMMM 
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A little over a year ago, my novel, Chance’s Return, was 
accepted by Triskelion Publishing as the launch title for its 
new line of inspirational romances called Comfort Press.  
Triskelion is primarily an e-book publisher of books 
considerably “hotter” than mine.  Trisk rates the heat of 
their books 1-5, using little Triskelion symbols, 5 being the 
hottest. Having the only one-Triskel book amongst 
hundreds of much sexier books has been a learning 
experience. I had to wonder if some Triskelion authors 
might think I was going to be a preachy, prudish voice on 
their very active author lists, but I think that inspirational 
romance today should be neither preachy nor prudish. 

I believe that an author who chooses to blend elements 
of faith into a story must realize that she is writing about 
people who are truly human and capable of the full range 
of human emotions.  Just because a story is inspirational in 
nature doesn’t mean the characters won’t feel the same, 
make the same mistakes, and want the same things as 
characters in any other book. The characters in my book 
certainly do all of those, and they struggle with their 
problems.  The difference comes in that they find answers 
in faith, in ultimately believing in something beyond 
themselves to give them courage and find hope. 

I think that is a key reason why many readers enjoy 
reading inspirational romance, even those who are not 
necessarily tied to one religion, because they see how 
problems are solved, lives made better and hope found 
when they can look to a higher power to help them.  That 
may be why my publisher decided to call the new line 
Comfort Press.  Readers, especially those going through a 
difficult time in their own lives, can find the kind of 
support and encouragement they need to carry on and 
make their own lives better while reading an inspirational 
romance. 

In writing inspirational romance, you have to remember 
that the story is still first and foremost a romance.  Your 

Reflections of a Newbie on Writing the 
Inspirational Romance 

By Lucy Naylor Kubash 

Lucy Naylor Kubash 

and Friend 
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Lucy Kubash has been writing for many years.  She was first published with 
short stories in Woman’s World magazine and now has a book-length 
romance, Chance’s Return, available at triskelionpublishing.com.  Please 
visit her website at www.lucynaylorkubash.com.  

hero and heroine are falling in love and they are going to 
act like any man and woman who are wildly attracted to 
each other.  At a recent library program I attended, one of 
the librarians who had read my book commented that it 
was actually pretty hot even though it is still G-rated.  I 
think that was because she could feel the intensity that 
exists between the main characters.  While the guidelines 
of most inspirational romance do not allow for characters 
making love before marriage, they still feel all the crazy 
emotional ups and downs that come with learning to love 
someone. 

My characters, Chance and Casey, are both individuals 
who have been hurt in life.  They have a ton of doubts and 
insecurities when it comes to falling in love, but they 
discover they are better together than apart and they 
finally have faith that life can be good for them again—as 
long as they have each other. 

I do have some pretty firm ideas of my own about what 
an inspirational romance is not.  It is not a story about 
perfect people leading perfect lives because their belief 
protects them from life’s trials and tragedies.  It is not a 
story about people who think they are better than anyone 
else, who are rigid in their beliefs and who think they must 
impose their faith on everyone within hearing distance.  
Nothing turns me off faster and makes me put a book down 
faster than to read about characters who are just so good 
they have nothing left to learn, who have never made a 
mistake they need to right or who have never struggled 
with an issue in their life.  Give me characters who know 
they are imperfect, who stumble and fall and fail, but who 
still pick themselves up and keep going because they know 
they are not alone on their life journey.  Those are the kind 
of people I like to write about, because I can relate to 
them.  I hope those who read what I write will find that 
same kind of hope for their own lives.  MMMMMMMMMMMM  
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Several years back, former member Val Mierzwa asked me 
to work with her on the Retreat Welcome/Ice breaker 
Committee. That request led me to some of the most fun I ever 
had at Retreat. 

The guest author for the coming year was to be Debra 
Dixon, who would present both her GMC and Hero’s Journey 
workshops. When I heard that Debra used Star Wars to 
illustrate the Hero’s Journey, my ears perked up. I am an SF&F 
fan from way back—loved the original Star Wars trilogy—so I 
immediately suggested we do a star Wars parody for the 
icebreaker, tying into our speaker’s workshop theme. Val’s 
eyes lit up and a collaboration of twisted minds was born. 

We decided that the icebreaker not only had to be fun, it 
had to involve writing. Within twenty minutes, we had our 
theme and an outline.  Our attendees would be abducted and 
transported to a galaxy not very far away and forced to work as 
scribes for the Evil Harlequin Empire.  We divided them into 
groups and commanded each group to collaborate on one 
chapter in a futuristic romance novel. The catch?  Each group 
had to draw two slips from a batch of “romance hooks” and had 
to use the two drawn in the chapter written.  Afterward, each 
group had to read its chapter in turn and act it out at the same 
time.  Val and I figured it would be fun; it turned out to be 
hilarious, thanks to the creativity and imagination of the 
writers in attendance that year. We all laughed until we cried. 

Val and I also had the distinction of “killing off” our guest 
author the year Eileen Dryer headlined the Retreat. For 
“Murder at Gull Lake,” Val and I dressed up like Alfred 
Hitchcock and entered to the theme of his TV show. We 
enlisted Eileen in our conspiracy and drafted several of our 
members to play the parts of Eileen’s sister mystery authors—
all with a “motive” (that we devised) for killing her. We 
“poisoned” Eileen with Korbel champagne homage to her pen 
name of Kathleen Korbel). Ham that she is, Eileen grabbed her 
throat, gasped, spasmed, and fell from her chair to the floor. 
Again, we divided all our writers into groups.  We had each 
group interview all the suspects and collaborate on writing 
their version of whodunit and howdunit. Again, imagination and 
creativity carried the day, and all of us had a fun time. 

I expect that whoever is in charge of the icebreaker this 
year will provide us with another fun way of getting to know 
one another and kicking off the Retreat weekend. I’m looking 
forward to it. MMMMMMMMMMMM 

 

Breaking the Ice 
 

By Lana Miersen, Editor 

Submission Guidelines 

Topics: writing-related—business/marketing, craft, how-
to, interviews with industry professionals, book reviews, 
member news, member bios, members’ latest releases, 
and program recaps, etc. 
Manuscripts: single-spaced, readable 12 pt. black font, 
no special formatting or colors, one-inch margins, saved 
in rich text format. 
Deadline: the 2nd Saturday of the month, unless 
otherwise stated.  

The Mid-Michigan Mirror’s policy is to offer our original 
MMRWA articles to other RWA® chapters and loops to use 
with all credits given unless the author specifies restrictions 
in the article. The Mirror  staff reserves the right to edit 
submissions for such things as spelling or typographical 
errors, punctuation, grammar, size requirements, etc., and 
content with author’s approval. 

RWA® sister chapters may reprint any information in 
this newsletter providing credit is given to MMRWA, The 
Mid-Michigan Mirror, and the article’s author. Non-RWA® 
groups must secure permission from the author.  

The opinions expressed in this newsletter are not 
necessarily those of RWA®, or of the MMRWA and its 
individual members. Market information contained herein 
does not constitute an endorsement by RWA® or 
MMRWA. Readers are urged to determine for themselves 
the reliability and integrity of those with whom they deal.  
Writers are encouraged to check market report accuracy 
through the RWA® Hotline, (281) 440-6885, press 8. 

Mid-Michigan RWA is a not-for-profit professional 
writers’ organization incorporated in the State of Michigan. 
The business meeting minutes, treasurer’s reports, and other 
legal documents of the corporation are published online in 
the files section of the restricted, members-only 
MMRWABUSINESS list. 

The Mid-Michigan Mirror is a publication of Mid-
Michigan Chapter # 12 of Romance Writers of 
America®. Copyright © 2007 by the Mid-Michigan 
Romance Writers of America.  All rights reserved, unless 
otherwise stated. 

Non-members seeking information about Mid-Michigan 
RWA, our meetings, and joining our chapter, may email our 
membership chair at members@midmichiganrwa.org, write 
to MMRWA, P.O. Box 2725, Kalamazoo, MI 49003-2725, 
or visit our chapter online at www.midmichiganrwa.org to 
learn all about us. 
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